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NO MERGER 


By Bert van Bedaf 


uggestions that NSL strugglers 

Melbourne Knights and pacesetters 

Carltonare planning a merger are 
unfounded, according to club officials. 

The rumour has been flying for some weeks. 
The Melbourne Knights are a club without 
enough quality players but a reasonably sized 
home crowd. Carlton is a club without a crowd 
but it has a group of talented players. 


—————— 
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Lou Sticca: Walking the lone road. 


They should merge and play at South 
Melbourne’s Bob Jane Stadium, so the whis- 
pered scenario did the rounds. 

So far, the Knights and Carlton have said 
they want to go it alone. 

Fighting to stay in the NSL, the Knights 
Pointed out they carry no debt, own their own 
ground and have a supporter base. Carlton in 
contrast are said to be financially strapped, bur- 
dened with an expensive full time squad, an 
expensive stadium at Olympic Park and no 
money coming from catering or though the 
tumstiles. 

Carlton’s crowds are thin and no amount of 
tickering with playing on a Friday, Saturday or 
Sunday has pushed the numbers up, stagnant at 
around 2,500, 

Continued on page 2 


South Melbourne’s Con Biatsis tangles with Northern Spirit's Tony Perinich last Friday 
night. South stole a point in the 92nd minute in an electrifying 2-2 draw. 
But will it be enough to get their top six aspirations back on track. 


SPIRIT SIGN BERTI 


By John Economos 


icola Berti, Italy's 1990 und 1994 World Cup 
Nese: was signed fate last week by the 

Northern Spirit in a dual effort to pilot the 
team from the centre of the pitch, as well as hopeful- 
jy proving to be 3 great ‘gate-booster’ at North 
Sydney Oval on Friday nights. 

All being well, “Big Bert’ is expected by Spirit offt- 
cials tovarrive in Sydney on Thursday night with a press 
conference scheduied for Friday ioming as the plush 
Mercure Hotel at Sydney’s picturesque Darling 
Harbour, 

The Spint’s publicist Mr David Mason last night stat 
ed to ABSW: “ The 32 year old and highly experienced 
Tialian international midfielder has signed with the Spirit 
until the end of this season. 

“Nicola hus piayed with the big clubs such as Inter 
Milan, Parma, Fiorentina and ‘Spurs in England. 

“We are hopeful that he'll be ready to play in the 
Spirit's next home game, on Fnday week against the 
Brisbane Strikers, 

“The guy has’ magnificent credentials having played 
40 full ntermationals for italy. 

“Borti played in the Final of the 1994 World Cup 
which Italy. ultimately went down in the penalty shoot 
out to Brazil .” Mr Mason reminded us, 

‘The lanky and robust midfield destroyer could be just 
what the doctor ordered to udd fire and direction in the 
Spirit's ‘engine room’. 
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No Merger 


Continued from front page 


By Bert van Bedaf 


The Knights said there was “no 
incentive” to merge. The club had 
nothing to gain from it. Club gen- 
eral manager, Robert Hrzic said, 
the club would “not consider it, 
since Soccer Australia would offer 
a financial incentive”. Knights 
president Tony Karlusic rejected 
the deal outright. 

“This has been floating around 
for a while, fuelled in part no doubt 
by various speculative comments 
in response to Soccer Australia’s 
plans to rationalise the NSL,” 
Karlusic said. 

“But that’s all they are - specula- 
tive comments. Moreover, the 


Knights have little to gain from a 
merger with Carlton. 

“The Knights’ new board of 
directors and management team 
are working hard to re-build the 
club and improve its on-field per- 
formance. We are continuing to 
forge a long-term strategic plan to 
take the club forward,” he said. 

Carlton general manager Lou 
Sticca was less effusive, but 
nonetheless of a similar frame of 
mind. 

“We had a board meeting and the 
topic wasn’t even on our agenda. I 
can’t see how a Carlton merger 
with the Knights could be working. 
It has nothing to do with what we 
are doing,” Sticca signalled the 
club’s’ intentions to walk the road 
alone. 


he new Marconi Stallions 

image was officially launched 

on the morning of the 7th of 
September, 1999, 

Ina lavish day of celebrations com- 
mencing at One World Sports at 
Darling Harbour, the club’s new foot- 
ball logo, playing name and 
redesigned strip was first presented to 
the media. 

Much has happened during the ini- 
tial three months since the launch and 
many new fans have sampled and 
indeed “Felt the Passion” of Marconi 
Football. Of course there is still a sig- 
nificant amount of work to be done 
but generally, the consensus has been 
that of a bright new era opening up for 


our grand club. 

The next stage of our plans has been 
implemented and many of you may 
already have noticed the billboard 
campaign around the Greater West 
and South West of Sydney. The poster 
(shown below) not only portrays an 
exciting feel about our Stallions, but 
also symbolises the unwritten consti- 
tution of Club Marconi in being a 
truly multicultural entity, epitomising 
all that Australian society is in the 
year 2000. 

Marconi is a club very proud of its 
past and is confidently look towards 
its future prosperity and that of our 
global sport in Australia in the 21st 
century and beyond, 


By Vince Battiato 


he Northern Spirit manage- 

ment should be congratulated. 

They have realised that fans 
need something to watch in the two 
and a half hours between when the 
gates open and the main event 


kicks off, 


On Australia Day an 
Australian team from the 
past beat a World XI and 
more recently, last Friday 
night as the curtain raiser to 
the Spirit and South 
Melbourne clash, _ the 
Norther Spirit Colts 
defeated a Media Select side 3-0 in the 
scorching heat. 

Tt turned out to be a gutsy effort by the 
media boys who were proud at having 
kept the young and very fit Colts score- 


wit bern 
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less in the second half while creating a 
handful of chances themselves. 

A real effort when you consider the 
passenger status most of them wouldn’t 
have been enjoying in the closing stages, 

‘The Northern Spirit's own media offi- 
cer David Mason and SBS's Andrew 
Orsati were outstanding for the 

media. 
Apart from yours tmuly the 
media side consisted of Andy 
Paschalides (Foxtel), Michael 
Cockerill (SMH), Kyle 
Patterson and Orsati (SBS), 
Phil Blach (North Shore 
Times), Julian Andrews (Sun 
Herald), Warren Sim (C7 
Optus), Dave Lewis (Daily Telegraph), 
David Mason (Spirit media officer), 
Adam Lucius (Manly Daily), Matthew 
Hall and Dave Cooper (Freelance) and 
Roger Sleeman (Inside Soccer), 


arlton Star and Australian 
international Simon Colosimo 
has received the all clear from 
his Surgeon to begin full competitive 
training. Since suffering tears to his 
anterior cruciate and medial liga- | 


arduous recovery from the knee 
reconstruction, 

‘The 21-year-old defender began train- 
ing with the team three weeks ago, but 
was restricted to running and light skill 
work. During his recovery, Colosimo 
has been diligent in maintaining his fit- 
ness. 

“T've spent hours in the pool, lifting 
weights, and of course my general rehab 
work. I really missed not.being able to 
run and kick, and also just training with 
the guys.” Colosimo said. 

He is adamant his retum is only 
weeks away. 

“Now that I can begin competitive 


Colosimo ready 
for Comeback 


ments, Colosimo has had a long and | 


work I’m just looking at it as a normal 
injury, and I just have to work on my 
touch’ and match fitness to prove I can 
get back in the team.” 


Back to Thomastown 


By Bert van Bodaf 


fter ome heady season, the 

Melbourne Raiders are revert- 

to their old name of 
Thomastown. 

‘The club voted unanimously to go back 
to the Thomastown name, but not to the 
old Devils nickname. The former Raiders, 
Zebras and Devils will be known as plain 
Thomastown Soccer Club. 

“The club will be trading as 
Thomastown Zebras, but we'll be playing 
as Thomastown Soccer Club,” committee 
member and team manager Ross 
Follacchio confirmed the change. 

“Everybody voted for the change. It 
was unanimous. People wanted to bring 
the club back to the community. They 
wanted to go back to what it used to be,” 
he said, 

The Victorian Soccer Federation has 
been notified of the change. VSF chief 
executive Geoff Miles wamed, the club 
would still be known as Melbourne 


Raiders until the paperwork had gone 
through the federation, but there seemed 
to be no problem in principle. 

“The notification has to go to the VSF 
commission to ratify the name change. We 
have provided a copy.of the minutes (of 
the meeting) together with a fee of $200,” 
club president Joe Caruso said. 

‘Thomastown will also revert to its for- 
mer red and black as its home colors and 
use the old Juventus black and white as its 
away strip. Both outfits will have new 
designs, 
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THOMSON RETAINED BY HIROSHIMA 


By John Economos 


Cup coach has been retained by J-League 

side Sanfrecce Hiroshima for the fourth 
consecutive season by extending his contract till 
the end of this year, 

Thomson who had recently retumed to Sydney 
for a brief holiday and to grab some desperately 
needed Australian sun, flew back to Hiroshima yes- 
terday. 

Just prior to his departure, ABSW managed to 
catch up briefly with the man that came so per- 
ilously close in lifting Australia into the USA 94 
World Cup Finals. 

Having held the Maradona inspired and led 
Argentina in Sydney to a 1-1 draw in the first leg, 
Australia then went on to stumble in the second leg 
in Buenos Aires, to tragically crash out from quali- 
fying through an ‘own goal’ . 

“Our major sponsor at Hiroshima again is going 
to be Mazda,” said Thomson. 

“Tn recent times Mazda had suffered world wide 
losses, but they got in a top guy called Wallace 
would you believe, that managed to tum it all 
around and even bring in a profit last year of some 
US$70 million. 

“Our combined sponsorship deals total some 
US$7.5 million and Mazda has again extended 
terms to remain with Hiroshima for another sea- 
son.” 

Thomson, a Scot by birth, has strong and fond 
memories of Australia, making it his new home 
since migrating to Sydney in 1977 to play in the 
inaugural season of the NSL with powerful club 
side Hakoah. 

“T'm flying back to Hiroshima but will return 


Ke Thomson, Australia’s former World 
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MB credit Union 


with my squad to Adelaide on the 21st of this 
month for a 10 day pre -season training period. 
“As well, we have arranged to play three match- 
es at Hindmarsh Stadium. 
“Two games will be against other Japanese sides 
that are coming out here whilst the third will be 
against South Australia’s State Select side. 


Eddie Thomson: Heading back to Japan. 


“We did all this last season and it worked out 
extremely well for everyone. 

“We leave Adelaide to return to Japan on March 
Ist with the new season kicking off on March 
11th,” Thomson stated. 

When questioned about crowds in the J-League, 
Thomson openly stated: “Over recent years they 
have gone down, but we at Hiroshima still average 
around 10,000 every match, even though all our 
games are televised Live. 

“Our top crowds for big games climb to 17,000 
or 18,000, again with full Live television coverage. 
During July we have heavy rains that slow things 
down.” 

The former Australian national 
coach who had taken over the 
lowly placed Hiroshima club side 
some three years ago, last season 
got them into the Cup Final only to 
lose 2-0 to Nagoya-Grampus Eight. 

“We held them till halftime but 
then we had a couple of injuries 
which affected us in the second 
half, 

“The J-League comprises 16 
teams of which 12 are now being 
coached by Japanese. 

“Former Hotspurs’ star Steve 
Perryman who coaches the club 
side ‘S-Pulse’, won the ‘Coach Of The Year’ 
award” 

And how is life in general for Thomson in 
Japan? 

Thomson and wife Pauline are housed in a luxu- 
Ty apartment ona riverbank just minutes away from 
large shopping complexes. 

“Well I'm being really looked after and Japan 


‘JILLEAGUE 


has to be the cleanest place in the world and the 
people are so polite. 

“Within the club I have never had any interfer- 
ence at all from management which remains loyal. 

“Besides players give them feed back all the 
time. 

“We have just moved into a brand new training 
complex costing some $16 million with indoor 
courts, spas, gym etc. 

“You need to have good indoor facilities as in 
winter the grounds really get frozen over. We have 
all-weather fields as well.” 

But Thomson has a warning for Australia, 

“The Japanese over recent years have slowly but 
surely been getting their act together. 
“They have already qualified for our 
Olympics and their Youth team ran 
second to Spain in Nigeria in the 
World Youth Championships last 
year. 

“So they are slowly getting there as 
you can see,” Thomson analysed. 
Our Next Youth Coach. 

With the recently announced retire- 
ment of Youth coach Les Schienflug, 
we questioned Thomson, who in his 
opinion should be appointed by 
Soccer Australia to this prestigious 
position? 

“This is an extremely serious position. The 
Youth Coach should be one who has worked, and is 
experienced, with development coaching. 

“The boys within that age bracket are stili devel- 
oping so that coach must have the ability and 
capacity to handle and fully understand this spe- 
cialised stage of their career.” 
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Adelaide Force 


Youth feat 5 30pm 
NSL Match 7.30pm 


ckets available from all Ticketek outlets including 
Parramatta Leagues Club and at the ground 
$40 Family ticket available 
* Free shuttle bus service from Parramatta Station from 5.30pm 
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The Good Oil ... The Good Oil... 


ATTHEW 
INGLEY, the 
Northern Spirit’s latest 
Sweeper, was reluctantly 
forced to withdraw from 
the Australian squad that 
flew out for Chile over the 
weekend to participate in 
the Four Nations 
Tournament. 

‘Bingers’ suffered a 
torn quad last Friday 
night in the Spirit’s 2-2 
home clash against the 


current League 
Champions South 
Melbourne. 

Luke Casserly, 


Bingley’s Spirit team- 
mate was added to the 
Australian contingent 
which flew out for Chile 
last Sunday, 

The various Sunday 
flights bound for Chile 


included Casserly, Con - 


Blatsis, Hayden Foxe, 
Clint Bolton, 
Farina (coach) and 
Graham Arnold (assistant 
coach), Anthony Franken 
(goalkeepers’ coach), 
John Barker (Head of 
Delegation). 

After competing last 
Sunday in Round 20 for 


Frank, . 


Croatian club, Hajduk 
Split. 
This problem has now 
been resolved by F.LF.A. 
e0ee 
OCHEDALE 
OVERS and 
BRISBANE CITY clash 
this Friday in the annual 
Waterford Crystal 
charity match at Perry 
Park, Brisbane. 

The match signals the 
approaching date for the 
start of the new XXXX 
Premier League season. 

This pre-season match 
is played between last 
season’s champions and 
League Premiers with 
kick-off set down for 
8.30pm. 

Rovers last season won 
their first ever 
premiership whilst 
Brisbane City took out 
the championship. 

The Curtain Raiser 
match starting at 6.30pm 
sees the clash between 
North Star and Souths 
United. 

All proceeds from the 
day will be donated to the 
‘Motor’ Neurone Society’ 
to continue its research 


Matthew Bingley: Misses trip to Chile. 


their respective clubs, 
Brad Maloney, Matt 
Horsley, Scott 
Chipperfield, Pablo 
Cardozo, Stephen 
Laybutt and Kasey 
Wehrman all flew out of 
Sydney yesterday 
(Monday) morning, also 
bound for Chile. 
eoce 

TEVE HORVAT late 

last week signed with 
Carlton Soccer Club for the 
remainder of the season. 

The 28-year-old former 
Australian World Cup 
defender has trained with 
Carlton for the past few 
weeks but was unable to 
sign due to transfer 
difficulties with his former 


for a cure of this 
condition. 
e000 

UCH of late has been 

written and spoken 
about the very poor and 
inconsistent standard of 
Tefereeing that has surfaced 
over the past two seasons 
within the National League. 

Recently ‘Good Oil’ 
questioned a former leading 
referee about this most 
vexing problem. 

The former official 
would only state: “Today’s 
referees are not allowed to 
express their own 


interpretations of the Laws 
of the Game. 

*That’s all I'm prepared 
to say.” 


second hat-trick of the 
season. 

Cardozo now has 
scored 13 goals, one more 
than South Melbourne’s 
striker Michael Curcija 
with Foster and Carlton’s 
Alex Moreira sitting in 
joint third position with 
11 goals each, 

Bunched up in joint- 
fourth position in the 
goalscoring stakes are 
Con Boutsianis (Glory), 


Pablo Cardozo: The Leaque’s top goalscorer. 


e000 
EAGUE leaders 
SYDNEY 
OLYMPIC’s ace striker 
Pablo Cardozo’s hat-trick 
last Sunday at the 
Belmore Sports Ground, 
not only laid the 
foundations for his team’s 
7-3 thrashing over the 
Canberra Cosmos, but 
also enabled him to 
leapfrog previous leading 
goalscorer Paul Foster 

and hit the lead, 
This was Cardozo’s 


Joel Griffiths (Power), 
Esala Masi and Sasho 
Petrovski (both 
Wollongong) each having 
scored nine goals to date. 

The 27-year-old 
Cardozo flew out of 
Sydney yesterday bound 
for Chile to join Frank 
Farina’s Australian squad 
that will participate in the 
Four Natibns 
Tournament starting 
Thursday. 

Cardozo will miss 
Olympic’s next two 
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Alistair Edwards: Latest victim to be robbed. 


League matches, possibly 
three, with the first this 
Sunday against second 
placed Wollongong 
Wolves at the Belmore 
Sports Ground. 
ecco 

AE EDWARDS, 

the Perth Glory’s 
former international striker 
with the lethal left boot, 
had his home in Coogee 


planned this week a 
special promotion to help 
entice some of its Rugby 
League supporters across 
to watch Soccer. 

This Friday night the 
Parramatta Rugby 
League team takes on the 
Brisbane Broncos at the 
Parramatta Stadium in 
the first home match of 
the new season. 


Joe! Griffiths: The Power's mobile striker. 


Western Australia broken 
into recently whilst he was 
away with his family. 

The quick and efficient 
bandits, thoughtfully 
scooted off with Edwards’ 
elaborate stereo system and 
computer equipment. 

Soccer players have 
become easy targets by 
thieves this season, 

To date, three of the 
Parramatta Power players 
have either had their cars 
stolen or their homes 
broken into. 

ec0ee 

RRAMATTA 
POWER for Saturday 
night’s home clash 
against Adelaide City has 
planned a special, yet 
very ambitious cross- 

promotion. 

Tn a very bold attempt 
to boost its Soccer 
support, the Power has 


Upon presentation of a 
Rugby League ticket from 
the Friday night match, 
fans will be able to gain 


entry to the Power’s game 
on Saturday night for half 
price. 

The half price tickets 
may be purchased from 
the gate at the Stadium on 
Saturday. 

For Rounds 22 and 29, 
when the Power is away 
to the Canberra Cosmos 
and Newcastle Breakers 
respectively, Supporters? 
buses have been 
organised with the cost 
being $25:00 for the 
return trip. Bookings for 
these buses can be made 
by contacting the Power’s 
offices on 02-9630 9777. 

The Power has now 
opened a special 
Merchandise Shop within 
the foyer of their 
principal corporate 
partner ‘Power Credit 
Union’ situated at 68 
Macquarie Street, 
Parramatta. 


Damian Mori: ‘Double 
Ton’ for the ‘Black and 
Whites’. 


eeee 
NDREW MARTH, 
Carlton’s powerful 
skipper and midfielder 
played his 300th game in 
the NSL last Saturday night 
when he led his team to a 


Andrew Marth: Now a ‘triple centurion’. 
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2000 SQUAD 
MEMBER 


Profile N° 150 


STEPHEN LAYBUTT 


Date Of Birth: September 3, 1977 
Birthplace: Lithgow. NSW. 
Previous Clubs: Wollongong, Brisbane 
Strikers, Bellmare Hiratsuka (Japan) 
Current Club: Parramatta Power 
Current Position: Central marker or 
defensive midfielder 
Nickname: ‘Debel’ 
Occupation: Fulltime player 
Best Aspect Of YourGame: Tight marking 
Most Difficult Opponent: Dwight, Yorke 
(Manchester Utd), 
Most Impressive Local Player: Kasey 
Wehrman 
Favourite Overseas Player: Rivaldo 
Favourite Overseas Club: Manchester United 
What Qualities Make For A Good Coach: 
Can communicate well with all his players and 
be well disciplined: 
AIS, U20s, Olympic squads and 
senior national team. 
Ambitions For 2000; To perform well in the 
Olympics and Win a Medal. To move toa 
bigger and better club. 
Most Memorable Moment: Playing for 
Australia against Brazil in Melbourne 
(2-2'draw). 
Most Ri e Moment: Suffering a 
broken ankle at the AIS in 1995 in a tackle. 
Hobbies Outside Soccer: Surfing and golf 
Best Goal You've Seen Scored: Maradona’s 


Honours: 


against England in the 1986 in the World Cup. 


Favourite Food: 
Favourite Drink: 
Car You Drive: | Nothing at the moment. 
Favourite T.V. Show: _ The Simpsons 
T.¥. Show You Refuse To Watch:. Neighbours: 
Favourite Movie: Pulp Fiction 
Favourite Actor-Actress: Eddie Murphy and 
Demi Moore. 
Altemate 
Techno 


Pasta 
Apple juice 


Preferred Music: 
Least Preferred Music: 
Favourite Comedian: Eddie Murphy 
Pet Hates: Smokers 
Person You Would Like To Meet: Michael 
Jordan 


By John Economos 


The Good 


1-2 victory at- Mobil Park 
against the Gippsland 
Falcons. ‘Stabber’ has now 
become only the 30th 
player in the history of the 
NSL to have knocked up 
his ‘triple ton’. 


Oil... 


Coaching the Marconi 
Youth team is none other 
than former international 
defender, Jean Paul De 
Marigny. 

Also making his second 
trip to the Viareggio 
Tournament will be the 
recently retired National 


Eddy Bosnar: United’s captain off to Italy with 
Marconi. 


AMIAN MORI last 

Friday night at the 
Hindmarsh Stadium 
played his 200th game for 
Adelaide City when the 
‘Black and Whites’ 
downed the Brisbane 
Strikers 6-2. 

Mori is now only the 
45th player to have 
reached his ‘double ton’ 
with just the one club and 
celebrated by scoring 
another goal to add to his 


DDY BOSNAR, 
Sydney United's newly 
installed young captain, is 
off to Italy next week. 
No, he won’t be joining 
anew club in the Serie A. 
Instead, Eddy will be 
travelling as a special guest 
player with Marconi’s 
Youth team that departs 
next week to participate for 
the fifth time in Europe’s 
prestigious ‘Viareggio 
Youth Tournament’. 


Paul Okon: Australia’s captain in Chile. 


Youth coach, Les 
Schienflug. 
eeee 
USTRALIA’s Match 


itinerary for this 
week’s ‘Four Nations 
Tournament’ to be played 
in Chile, is as follows with 
kick off times and dates 
shown as a.e.s.t. 

Game 1. Thursday 
Febl0th, Australia vs 
Chile-1.00 pm. 

Game 2. Sunday Feb 
13th, Australia ys 
Slovakia-11.00am, 

Game 3. Wednesday 
Feb 16th, Australia vs 
Bulgaria- 11.00 am. 

Australia is captained 
by midfield playmaker 
from Fiorentina, Paul 
Okon. 


Scott Miller: The Glory’s first ever ‘Club 
Centurion’. 


All matches will be 
played at the Sausalito 
Stadium, Vina del Mar, 
CHILE. 

ecco 

COTT MILLER, the 

Perth Glory’s durable 
left-sided player, last 
Sunday night at the 
Marconi Stadium became 
the Club’s first player to 
make his 100th appearance 
for the Glory since joining 
in October 1996. 

In all this time Miller has 
missed just three matches 
for his side. 

What you'd call a 
‘Glorious’ effort. 

e000 
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2000 SQUAD 
MEMBER 


Profile N° 151 


DANIEL ALLSOPP 


Date Of Birth: 
Birthplace: 
Previous Clubs: 


August 10, 1978 
Melbourne. Vic. 
Monbulk, Knox City, VIS, 
South Melboume, Carlton 
Manchester City 

Central Striker 


Current Club: 
Current Position: 
Nickname: None 
Occupation: Fulltime professional 
Best Aspect Of Your Game: Shooting, good 
goal scorer and competitive 


Most Difficult Opponent: Manchester City’s 
Gerard Wiekens (Dutch) stopper. 
Most Impressive Local Player: Paul Trimboli 


Favourite Overseas Player: Ronaldo 
Favourite Overseas Club:  Southhampton, 
Manchester City. 

What Qualities Make For A Good Coach: 
Someone who gets results, and players can 
talk to and his honest. 
Honours: U17s, ‘Golden Boot’ Award at the 
U17s World Youth Championship in Equador, 
U20s, Olympic team. 
To do well at the 
Olympics. 
Most Memorable Moment: A few — Winning 
the Golden Boot Award, winning promotion at 
Wembley stadium to Division One with 
Manchester City. 
Most Regrettable Moment: Difficult time 
from 17s to 19s and not enjoying it. 
Hobbies Outside Soccer: Guitar, eating out 
with my fiance Vanessa. 
Best Goal You've Seen Scored: Maradona’s 
1986 World Cup (not the hand-ball one). 
Favourite Food: Chinese 
Favourite Drink: Budwieser (USA Beer} 
Car You Drive: Peugot 206 
Favourite T.V. Show: Seinfeld 
‘T.Y. Show You Refuse To Watch: Home and 
Away 
Favourite Movie: © Shawshank Redemption 
Favourite Actor-Actress: Brad Pitt and 
Julia Roberts 
Pearl Jam 


Ambitions For 2000: 


Preferred Music: 
Least Preferred Music: None really 
Favourite Comedian: Seinfeld 
Pet Hates: Arrogance, and big headedness 
Person You Would Like To Meet: — Michael 

Jordan, Muhammed Ali, Pearl Jam. 


By John Economos 
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Minister for Sport and Recreation Justin Madden is flanked by VSF Chairman 
Manny Galanos (left) and VSF CEO Geoff Miles (right). 


day February 2 the Eat Well Live Well Victorian 
Premier League was launched at the Hilton On The Park in 
= East Melbourne. | 
An array of guests and media made the event a 
Spectacular launch to a promising season abead. 
The event was opened by The Honourable Justin Madden 


é f Wy 
eat wel] ~ VICTORIAN 


live well | FEDERATION 


© 


VicHealth 


The Honourable Minister for Sport Justin 


Madden officially launches the Eat Well 


+ . dustin Madden chats with Soccer Australia’s 
Live Well Victorian Premier League. HEDURT Geile GS Gtr EL Dea 


commissioner Joe Brondolino. 
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By Bert van Bedaf 


Madden. 


Melbourne and Bentleigh. 


State league. 


now recovering. 
Manny Galanos predicted 


season, “They've recruited well. 


he new-look 2000, “summer 
Te Eat Well Live Well 
Victorian Premier League got 
underway following a spirited launch 
at the Hilton Hotel last week, attended 
by Victoria’s Minister for Sport Justin 


This season’s combatants are 
Oakleigh, Heidelberg, Altona Magic, St 
Albans, Green Gully, Bulleen, Fawkner, 
Altona East, Preston, Thomastown, Port 


Four clubs were relegated to the State 
‘League to reduce the VPL from 14 to 12 
clubs. Westvale, South Dandenong, 
Sunshine and Springvale White Eagles 
dropped, while the Oakleigh Cannons 
and Heidelberg United climbed into 
Victoria's top league. Oakleigh is a new- 
comer, but Heidelberg, a former VPL 
champion, retums after a season in the 


One of the founding members of the 
National Soccer League in 1977, the 
Bergers were axed from the NSL during 
the mid-90"s, which precipitated a slide 
into the wildemess, from which they are 


Victorian Soccer Federation chairman 
“the 
Melbourne Raiders” to win the title this 


They have a new coach, a new com- 


mittee and new president”, Galanos said. 
Madden wasn’t so braye. “I'd prefer 


NSL SECOND DIVISION 


baller said. 


Justin Madden: Officially 
launched the season. 


Galanos made Madden the “No.1 tick- 
et holder” for the season. He also indicat- 
ed former premier of Victoria Jeff 
Kennett would step down from his posi- 
tion as honorary president of the VSF. 
“He still is honorary president, but the 
(VSF) commission will be making a 
decision (at ifs next meeting),” Galanos 


said. 


Green Gully and Bulleen are consid- 
ered the early favourites for the title, 
with Altona Magic and Bentleigh the 
front chasers, while the others will have 
to show they’re also up to the challenge. 


Madden had a brief stint as chairman 
of the Carlton Soccer Club, before his 


VICTORIA LAUNCHES 
PREMIER LEAGUE 


not to make a prediction and rather play 
it with a straight bat,” the former 
Essendon and Carlton Aussie Rules foot- 


last year. 


The towering former ruckman made a 
point of underlining soccer’s importance 


to Melbourne in this Olympic year. 


elite and grassroots levels,” he said. 
Bulleen, Port 


level. 


enough,” Madden said, 


The VPL competition spearheads an 
overall soccer program, sponsored by 
VicHealth for a fourth year, that pro- 
motes the world code in schools and 
caters for both genders as well as dis- 
abled athletes, through the soccer wheet- 
chair program, VSF chief executive 


Geoff Miles said. 


DECISION THIS MONTH 


By Bert van Bodat 


\ J ictorian Soccer Federation 
chairman Manny Galanos 
strongly advocated the forma- 

tion of an NSL second division. 

With promotion and reiegation in 
place, it will offer premier league clubs 
scope to perform at peak Jevels. It means 
there will be a bigger incentive to win the 
VPL championship, since the titleholder 
will be offered the opportunity of entering 
‘a national competition, providing it can 
meet certain criteria, including ground 
facilites, Galanos said. 

His predecessor Joe Brondolino, now a 
commissioner of Soccer Australia, has 
played a major role in putting the second 
division on the national agenda, Galanos 
emphasised the value of the competition. 

“Tf we don’t get the second division off 
the ground, it will set the game back by 
five or 10 years. A second division will 
give the (VPL) competition a (more) 
meaningful purpose,” Galanos said. 

He was also confident the void in the 
VPL could be filled with competitive 
teams from the State League. 

Soccer Australia’s annual meeting on 
February 26 should decide on the forma- 
tion of a second division, which is likely 
to take off after the Olympic Games. 

Heidelberg United is one of several 


clubs vying for a place in the NSL second 
division. “We are gearing up for it,” 
Deliyannis said. 


Manny Galanos: The VSF 
Chairman favours a National 
Second Division. 


“Tt gives clubs something to plan for. 
Clubs have been playing without any 
ambition, because other than the state 
(VPL) championship, there was nothing 
else (no promotion or relegation to or 
from national league),” he said, 

Other clubs bidding for a spot are VPL 
titleholder Green Gully, former VPL 
champion and NSL club Preston, former 
VPL champion Bulleen, as well as other 
hopefuls the Melbourne Raiders (current- 
ly in the process of reverting to its former 
name Thomastown) and Bentleigh 
Greens. 

Add to that Victorian clubs who may 


be axed from the NSL at the end of this 
season, the Melbourne Knights and 
Gippsland Falcons, and it becomes clear 
the field is wide and competitive for a 10 
or 12 club division, comprising teams 
from Victoria and NSW and possibly two 
or three other states. 

“A letter of intent has been sent (to 
Soccer Australia),” Melbourne Raiders 
(Thomastown) committee member Ross 
Follacchio said. 

“We've expressed our intention (to 
take part) to Soccer Australia. We're 
excited about the possibility and we're 
preparing ourselves for it,” 

Bulleen president Michael Catalano 
said. 

“Our aim this season is to finish in the 
top three of the VPL and consolidate a 
place in the NSL second division,” 
Preston president George Nesterovski 
said, 

“We will be going for it. We have a 
sub-committee of six experienced people 
looking after our submission. Preston has 
the most experienced of all teams. We 
have been through the NSL and we pull 
home crowds. It would be a shame, if 
Preston did not get into it,” he said. 

“We are there (among the candidates),” 
Green Gully president Charles Farrugia 
said. “We don’t know as yet how much it 
is going to cost, but we'll bid for it, We'll 
give it a try,” he said. 


political elevation after the Labor Party’s 
surprise ¢lection victory over Kennett 


Melbourne's Olympic soccer partici- 
pation (from September 13 to 26, includ- 
ing men’s and women’s matches as well 
as a gala opening at the MCG) presented 
“the opportunity to promote soccer at the 


Melbourne, 
Thomastown and Altona Magic are 
upgrading their grounds to international 
FIFA requirements to provide training 
facilities for visiting Olympic nations, 
which will lift local standards to a higher 


“The improvements for soccer will 
benefit sport in general and I am a true 
believer that Melbourne is not a one- 
sport town. Too much sport is never 


Against the Olympic background and 
with a revamped format, there’s no 
doubt, the VPL takes off on a more posi- 
tive note than in previous seasons, which 
should offer fans exciting entertainment. 


fourth year of all year round Brazilian 
Soccer programs, 


tion of providing first class children 
between seven to 17 years of age, 

The programs at the Academy are based ed. 
on the Brazilian methodology of develop- 
ment and cover all facets required at the 
different stages. ~ 


bre with many years of junior develop- 
ment experience. 


MELBOURNE RAIDERS 

The Metboume Raiders (who are in process 
‘of changing their name back to Thomastown) 
‘are confident of having a good season. 

Midfielder George Slifkas has signed with the 
club for the remainder of his career, but triple 
Victorian player of the year George Jolevski, 
together with two team mates, 
has wraneterred to VPL 
tval Altona Magic. * 

John Angelowski “3 > 
and Steve Nedanoveki 
also signed tor Altona, but 
‘the Raiders have recruited 
well enough to make up 
for the josses. 

Green Gully's former 
goalkeeper, Chris Vella has been signed to step 
in void left by the retirement of Mauro Raponi. 

David Della Rocca returns from national 
league club Carlton, where 19-year-old David 
Grbac also served time on the senior fringe, 

Other NSL starters, Zlatko Magiic and Lance 
Plunkett joined from the Melboume Knights. 
Striker Jim Gacovski from Springvale White 
Eagles is another significant signing, although 
the icing on the cake is the return of talented 
spearhead Nick Lazarevski, who spent most of 
fast year inhaling the professional air in breezy 
Switzerland, 

Chris Taylor has taken up as coach of the 
Raiders/Thomastown, Formerly at Green Gully 
and briefly at Aitona iast season, Taylor has 
taken over from Dusan Kalezic, His assistant is 
Paul Harris, a former Northcote player and 
Victorian player of the year. 

“We've got a young side, but | prefer the 
younger players because you tend to get more 
‘out of them. We didn't want to dip too much into 
the transfer market and spend good money 
recycling older players,” Taylor said, 

But he will need to rely on some experienced 
hands to establish a balanced blend, 

Midfielder Slifkas wit be the key, but Plunkett, 
Anthony Boschini and Mohamed Elkersh should 
feature in the centre during the season. 

Maglic (sweeper), Della Rocca, Les 
Anastasiou, Grbac and Klaus Bichler (back from 
@ season off with injury) form a likely defence, 
while Nick Cuculeski, Lazaresvki and Gacovski 
pose a formidable strike force. 

But Taylor stressed he had a squad of 20 
players and “everyone is vying for a spot”. “The 
cepth is there. We should have at least three 
quality players on the bench. We want to be 
competitive and we should finish at least mid- 
table, if not a bit higher,” Taylor said. 


VICTORIAN PREMIER LEAGUE 
TEAM PREVIEWS 


MORE CLUBS PREVIEWED NEXT WEEK 


PRESTON LIONS 

The Preston Lions have opted for a coach 
from Macedonia, following the departure of 
Vado Vanis to the Melbourne Knights. 

The Lions welcomed Dragan Blazeski, 
who arrived just in time for the start of the 
season. 

Nesterovski expressed 
confidence in Blazeski 
who brings with him a 
lot of professional 
experience from 
Macedonia but is not 
so well versed with the 
Victorian league. 
“Dragan will be intro: 
ducing a European 
‘Style of soccer,” Nesterovski said, 

‘Only a handful of players remain from last 
season, Sasho Slaveski, Anton Kovacic, 
Josip Kozic, Tony Ujgunovski, Kosta Smimis 
and Pece Stojcavski still appear on the senior 
list among the few survivors. 

Goalkeeper Lou Acevski, last season's 
VPL goalkeeper of the year, has followed 
Vanis to the Knights, where he has difficulty 
pushing Martin John out of his spot. 

Others who hava parted Preston are Deny 
Lisolaski (Altona Magic), van 

Filipovski (Lalor), Anthony Burlak (training 
with Fitzroy City) and Tony Ognenovski (with 
the Melboume Raiders), 

Two major blows were the loss of captain 
Chris Emsovski and striker Warren Spink, 
both to Bulleen, They have been replaced 
with Zoran Drogriski as captain (back from a 
stint in Hong Kong) and Preston's star recruit 
Macedonian import Dimce Panev. 

‘The striker was in Australia on tour with 
Macedonian first division club Pobeda Priep 
and he wanted to stay Downunder. “We 
picked him up, while he was here,” 
Nesterovski said. 

Other signings are Daniel Malina (ex- 
South Melbourne youth team), Damian 
Everetts (Bulleen), Alex Josifovski (ex- 
Carlton, was on loan to Inglewood 

Kiev in Perth), Robert Marone (ex-Cartton 
and Thomastown) Saso Cohadzic 
(Springvale White Eagles, Michael Bocevski 
(Melboume Knights) and Ozan Kara (South 
Melboume youth). 

The goalkeeping position appears to be 
going fo Steven Talevski (ex-Altona Magic), 
with reserves ‘keeper Lou Petropoulos and 
Pasi Schwalger vying for the spot. 


Ls 
= 


BRAZILIAN FOOTBALL ACADEMY 


ustralia’s renowned Soccer 
school the Brazilian Football 
cademy of Excellence is in its 


The Academy has attained the reputa- 


The coaching staff is of the highest cali- 


BRAZILIAN 


@ Next 12 week program commencing February 21, 
Concord, Fairfield & St George, centres. 


@ All boys & girls U7 — U17yrs. 


Beginners & Elite can all improve their skill!!! 


@ Top Accredited Coaches. 


@ The Brazilian Football Academy of Excellence 


is Endorsed by the Brazilian FA. 


@ Recognised by Soccer Australia and FIFA. 
PONT 11ST OUF 


RING NOW for FREE brochure or to enrol. 
Call 02-9540 9897 or 0418 452 536 


opportunity to many young players to 
experience professional training and 
preparation for the future. 


ophy provided in the contents of its pro- 
grams and over the years has proven the 
benefits achieved by all who have attend- 


organisation that is providing a service 
that is greatly required for the develop- 
ment of future Australian players and also 
giving the chance to ordinary children to 
improve, 


AUSTRALIA'S 
AXE renown soccer scuoo. 


Enrol now! Complete Soccer Training for 


The Brazilian FAE is providing the 


The Academy is unique doe the philos- 


The Academy is a true professional 


Children 
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OLD BOYS COME HOME 


But why were they allowed to leave? 


By Graham Cooke 


some familiar, though not necessarily 
friendly faces, in recent matches, 

ACT players Matt Kemp, Zeljko Susa 

and Mikey Katz have been involved in > 
Of. 


T= Canberra Cosmos have been meeting 


Cosmos games — but all in the 
opposition line-ups. 

That has reignited the debate 
over why the Cosmos cannot 
keep some of its best young 
players at the same time as it is 
spending money bringing in 
imports from other parts of 
Australia and overseas, 

Canberra coach Tom Sermanni 
takes a philosophical approach to the 
problem. 

“It depends on when the players leave the city,” he 
says. “You are concemed if someone with an obvious 


we would have liked them to stay, but circumstances 
dictated otherwise. 

“The way players move around these days you are 
always going to lose a few. We need to get the club 
on a stable footing and set up a recognised system, so 

that fewer are lost.” 

The case of Katz, who came on as a 
late substitute for Gippsland Falcons 
in the 1-1 draw with the Cosmos, 
highlights the difficulty 
Canberra soccer faces in hold- 

ing on to young talent. 

He came up through the 
junior ranks, beginning at 
under-six level with 

Tuggeranong United, eventually 

Tepresenting Canberra City in the 

ACT Premiership and completing a 

scholarship with the ACT Academy of 
Sport. 

He then fell into the ‘black hole’ which confronts 
many youngsters on finishing their academy scholar- 


Cosmos first-team squad, but the only other local 
alternative was a return to the premiership. 

There have been too many examples of once- 
promising careers floundering in local football, and 
Katz and his advisers took the decision to move him 
away to play National Youth League football with 
the Falcons. 

‘The answer, of course, is for the Cosmos to have 
their own youth team, instead of relying on the acad- 
emy which concentrates on a younger age group, but 
that would take money the club does not have. 

Does all this mean Katz could be returning to 
Canberra in a season or two? Not if Falcons coach 
Jeff Hopkins has his way. “Mikey is a good lad, he is 
very enthusiastic and works hard, and if he continues 
in this way he has a great future with the club,” 
Hopkins said, 

Footnote: The Cosmos starting line-up against the 
Falcons contained three locally-produced players — 
Angelo Konstantinou, David Arranz and Paul 
Roberts. Ilija Prenzoski and Geoff Howarth, the latter 


talent goes elsewhere, but with the most recent three, 


A NUMBER OF PROBLEMS [o-V (iN sie 


ship. At 17 he was not yet ready for a place in the 


the bench. 


Why the Cosmos got Shirty 


By Graham Cooke 


Canberra Cosmos officials counting to 22 before com- 
plaining after the Australia Day game with Melbourne 
Knights at Bruce Stadium. 

The saga began when the Knights put on Slavko Rados late in the 
match, wearing the No. 22 shirt. 

Puzzled journalists noted he had been on the team-sheet as No. 27, 
and contacted local officials about the anomaly. 

A check of the list of “permanent” shirt numbers for the Knights, 
issued to the Cosmos a few weeks earlier and included in the club’s 
program, showed that No. 22 should belong to Steven Tillinger. 
There was no No. 27. 

Further checks revealed Tillinger had apparently been de-regis- 
tered and his number given to Rados in mid-season. 


Ts case of the impermanent permanent shirt number had 


~ That had one disgruntled Cosmos official asking for the Soccer 
Australia definition of “permanent”, 

“Last season, Michal Hudec did not kick a ball for the Cosmos 
and went home to Slovakia, yet we kept his No. 15 shirt in the box 
because we believed the number, once awarded, could not be used 
for any other player,” the official said. 

“The same applied to Andrew Clark who injured himself early on, 
and had no hope of playing again in that season, We still left his No. 
13 vacant.” 

Other players, who came to the club later that season, were award- 
ed higher numbers and new shirts bought for them. 

“We believed that ‘permanent’ meant what it said...obviously we 
were mistaken,” the official said. 

And why was Rados listed as 27? That apparently, was a clerical 
ermor. 


Round 16 Deferred match played 
Wednesday February 2 


NEWCASTLE BREAKERS 


(A Harper 30, 39) 


SOUTH MELBOURNE 
(¥ Coveny 5, M Curcija 81) 


By Greg Danvers 


track to be there, in the finals, at the end of the season 
after grabbing a 2-2 draw against Newrastle at Breakers 
‘Stadium last Wednesday night. 

And on the way in which Newcastle handled the current nation- 
al champions then they too should be there at the end of the sea 
son. 

The scoreline was reflective of the match up between these two 
sides, on the night, with @ bit of luck going both ways. 

South Melboume silenced the 4448 Newcastle fans in the fifth 
minute When Vaughan Coveny tapped ina flick on from South 
Melbourne’s best Michael Curcija after a long throw from Con 
Blaisis found Curcija, 

The crowd wert on their feet and ecstatic 25 minutes later when 
Travis Dodd clipped the ball into the far post from the right for 
Andy Harper to powerfully head home to level. 

Harper was at it again, scoring nine minutes later after South's 
“keepet Chris Jones punched out finding Mark Wilson just outside 
‘the area, Wilson headed back to Harper. 


Greets ae a a nl 


Harper chested down and on the tum fired the ball between 
Jones and the near stick for a fantastic goal, his 97th in his tong 
and illustnous career. The celebrations for Harper were curtailed 
after being booked, his fourth this season, in the 83rd minute and 
incurred a one-match suspension served in the Wollongong match 
tust Sunday. 

South Melbourne equalised in the Bist through Michael Cuncija 
after @ goalmouth scramble where the Breakers had cleared off the 
line three times. The ball was cleared only for South Melboume to 
mount another raid and Curcija slotting the ball past Bob Catlin: 

“We worked hard to get back in the game to comeback from 
1-0 down,” Newcastle coach Lee Sterrey said. 

“Against at cam like South Melboume you are always guing to 
‘be under pressure because they can play the game. 

“Defensively we handled 2 lot of their pressure but | thought 
their second goal was bit soft.” 


Venue: Breakers Stadium: Crowd: 4448. Referee: B 


{Lozanoyski 66), Blatsis, Coveny, Curcija, Alagich, 
Magnacea (Viahos), Tsekinis (Trimbali), Li 


|. Liparoti. 
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having come to Canberra in his mid-teens, were on 


Tom Sermani: Wants stabllity. 


LEMEZINA 


By Graham Cooke 


‘ Nags Deakin have won 
a tug-of-war with ACT 
minor premiers Capital 

City Suns and regained the ser- 

vices of former player Tony 

Lemezina. 

‘The veteran striker was one of the 
stars of Deakin’s team when they 
were riding high in the NSW 
Superleague at the beginning of the 
1990s, but left for the Suns after the 
club went into decline, 

Now after three seasons during 
which the Suns went from the sec- 
ond division to the 1999 minor pre- 
miership, Lemezina is returning to 
the club he regards as his “spiritual 
home”. 

“T enjoyed my time at the Suns, 
but it isn’t the same as playing for 
Deakin,” he said last week. 

The transfer was not without acri- 
mony. Lemezina was missing from 
the Suns’ line-up for much of the 
1998 season when he took an 
extended holiday in Queensland, 
and president Bill Dojcinoski sought 
compensation for the move. The 
Suns originally asked for a $7000 
fee, but a special Soccer Canberra 
tribunal halved this to $3500. 

Deakin official Bernie Lustica 
said his club’s original offer had 
been $1500, but they were prepared 
to pay the extra. 

“This is the start of a revival for 
Deakin, with the aim of returning to 
the Superleague,” he said. 

“But we realise before we do that 
we must make up ground in the 
ACT Premiership.” 

‘The loss of Lemezina is another 
in a series of setbacks for the Suns 
as they prepare for the new ACT 


season which opens on February 27. 

Goalkeeper Anthony Giannasca 
and defender Peter Romaniuk have 
gone to Gungahlin Juventus, and 
Luka Ujdur has also been lost to 
Deakin. In addition, Tony Aleksoski 
and Mil Sprejevic have work com- 
mitments and cannot take part in the 
pre-season build-up. 

Dojcinoski says the major acqui- 
sitions include Dion Cannel from 
Weston Creek Royals and Tony 
Radic (O'Connor Knights). He also 
expects “two or three players” from 
the relegated Queanbeyan City. 


OO000 


The ACT Premiership will have 
to do without three of its major 
grounds for a considerable part of 
the 2000 season. 

Greenway Oval, Woden Park and 
Hawker Oval will be unavailable for 
the Federation Cup from February 
27 to March 26, and will have to be 
vacated by July 1. The premiership 
season ends with the grand final on 
August 27. 

Soccer Canberra chief executive 
Robert Bennett said the three 
grounds will be training venues for 
teams in the Olympic tournament 
and as such will need additional ren- 
ovation. 


o000 


Japanese second division side 
Consadole Sapporo are in Canberra 
as part of their warm-up for the J 
League season. 

Consadole will play two matches 
in Canberra on Saturday against 
players drawn from the ACT 
Premier League. 


ABsw (&) 


CLINT BOLTS INTO NATIONAL SQUAD 


By Glenn Davis 


risbane Strikers keeper Clint 

Bolton may only be 24 years 

of age but in just his seventh 
season, the young veteran already 
has chalked up more national 
league appearances than any _ 
other player in the club’s brief 
history. 

Bolton notched his 
166th NSL match 
against Adelaide 
Force in his last 
appearance 
against Adelaide 
Force last Friday and 
has easily eclipsed the pre~ 
vious record of 152 
games set two years ago 
by Troy Cranney, now 
with Northern Spirit. 
Bolton’s natural ability and athleti- 

cism has caught the attention of 
national coach Frank Farina who 


By Otto Bader 


‘oel Spencer, the Wolves midfield 

player, a product of the Dapto 

soccer club, once represented the 
NSW U/I7s cricket team alongside cur- 
rent new cricket star Brett Lee. 

Tt was a time when Noel’s first love was 
with Bat and Ball and like Lee he had the 
ingredients for stardom. 

Nowadays Spencer looks on his cricket- 
ing moments as a thing of the past as soc- 
cer has become his passion. The 22-year- 
old has made 50 national league appear- 
ances and is still consid- 
ered a good chance to 
make the Australian 
Olyroo squad for the 
Sydney 2000 Olympics. 

a 

Wolves’ two 
Socceroos Matt Horsley 
and Scott Chipperfield 
recently met past legend 
1956 Melbourne Olympic soc- 
cer team captain Bob Bignell who 
lives in Illawarra and rarely misses a 
game, 

He watched the two Wolves and has 
been impressed. 

Bignell, who played with the great 
Corrimal Rangers side in the 50s was also 
a talented cricketer and Rugby League 
player. 

The absence of the two has forced coach 
Nick Theodorakopoulos to restructure the 
team, 

No doubt he will find the proper 
replacements and the fans arc looking for- 
ward to the coming games with anticipa- 
tion, Hopefully striker Saso Petrovski and 
young midfield player Paul Reid have 
récovered from injuries and might be avail- 
able. 


anEE 
Fijian international Esala Masi is out for 
two weeks due to suspension after being 
sent off in Perth. The good news was that 
Matt Horsley and Scott Chipperfield left 
yesterday (Monday) for Chile, and were 
available for the Newcastle game. 


chose the former Bundaberg product 
in the Socceroos side for the Four 
Nations tournament in Chile next 
week, 

Farina didn’t need to be reminded 
of Bolton’s ability having played with 
him a few years ago under former 

coach Bruce Stoweil 
before coaching him 
the following year in 
the season the 
Strikers 
took out 
an historic 
grand final 
win at 
Suncorp 
Stadium. 
Bolton began his career play- 
ing for Aston Villa in Bundaberg 
before he was invited to join the 
Australian Institute of Sport. 

Bolton eventually was spotted and 
chosen for the Young Socceroos and 
Olyroos and now has completed the 


trifecta with selection for the 
Socceroos. 

Humble is the best way to describe 
the quietly spoken keeper who finds it 
intriguing when told of his record 
national league appearances. 

“I'm very happy with the way I’ve 
been playing this season,” Bolton said 
recently. 

“But I’m more happy with the way 
the team is playing as a whole.” 

~ Although over the moon with his 
Socceroo selection, Bolton recently 
said in his club’s match programme, 
that he was not totally focusing him- 
self of playing rep football. 

Bolton has chosen to go out and 
play each game for the enjoyment and 
is not analysing his games as much as 
in previous years. 

“T decided this year that playing for 
Australia was really a second priority 
behind winning another champi- 
onship with the Strikers,” Bolton said 
before his Socceroo selection. 

Of course, he’s now thrilled to 
be in the touring Socceroo’s party 
and has set himself a goal of 
becoming the best Aussie keeper, 
not just the best home based keep- 
er. 


Clint Bolton: National Duty. 


35 


clubs Northern United, last year’s win- 


Unfortunately they will miss the crunch 


To that end, Bolton has not 
game against Sydney Olympic. 
Bo f 


ruled out a possible overseas 
move one day if the opportunity 


THawarra Premier League newcomer arises. 


Tarrawanna are strengthening their squad 
and chances to compete successfully. They 
signed recently from Northern United 
Darren Gardiner and Jamie Dummet and 
from Cringila Lions striker Dusko 
Skurtevski, 
EanB 
Canberra team Belconnen will meet 
‘Tarrawanna in a trial match. Belconnen 
was coached some years ago by the late 
John Smith, a former Berkeley and 
Shellharbour Workers 
soccer club coach, 
whose career ended sud- 
denly due to a fatal ill- 
ness. 
Sana 
Coniston Lions is 
running their annual 
White Cup tournament 
again in preparation for their 
assault on the Premier League 
title. Five other Premier League 


ner, Western Suburbs, Cringila, 
Wollongong Olympic, Kemblawarra and 
First Division club Balgownie Rangers 
under new mentor Jock Morlando take 
part. 

The Corrimal leagues club knock-out, 


With the championship still his 
major motivation, the likes of 
Manchester United keeper Mark 
Bosnich and co. may soon be watch- 


ing over their shoulders if they hope 
to keep their spots when the overseas 
players hope to return to the national 
team. 


LICENCED 
ITALIAN RESTAURANT 
SPANISH TAPAS 
GREEK SPECIALTIES 


Join us at our newly 


re-opened premises at 


Tunning since 1962 believe it or not, starts 
on Sunday 13th February with all [lawarra 
local teams taking part. 


In 


our 


S 


Matt Horsley: Big loss. 


New Licenced 


location at 


21 Glebe Point Road, Glebe 
Lie Eunterctatcumeut 


Book now for reservations 


PH 9660 7614 FAX 9660 6351 


AUSTRALIAN AND BRITISH SOCCER WEEKLY — FEBRUARY 8, 2000 9? 


(@) aBsw 


ETTERS TO THE EDITO 


Dear Sir, 

T have always been an avid viewer of all 
the soccer programs on SBS but I must now 
voice my strong objections concerning the 
format and presentation of ‘On the Ball” 
especially the fedious, over long and painful 
section involving discussion between the 
panel members. 

To promote Australian soccer the time 
given to coverage and promotion of English 
and Italian soccer seems ludicrous. 

Yes we do want to know results etc but of 
more interest to Australian viewers is detail 
about the home scene. 

We often have to wait an hour for a two 
minute summary of results and media pictori- 
al coverage. 

Often I have heard expressed the criticism 
that not enough is done to promote 
Australian soccer and I have heard lamented 


Les Murray: On or off the Ball? 


OFF THE BALL USE TOUR HEAD, NOT YOUR WHISTLE 


Dear Sir, 

Being an ex-referee and long gone 
retired, I am not involved with the num- 
ber one game anymore but J still watch 
games on TV. Also I buy BSW and 
ABSW to keep up to date with what is 
going on and J don’t give a damn what 
any body says but to give out 10 yellows 
and two red cards in one game is unreal. 


Tt all boils down to the fact that 99 per- 
cent of referees have never played the 
game, 

I think the older retired refs who 
would now be over 60 years old or in 


their late 50s will have to come back and 
show the young ones how to use LAW 
18 which is “Commonsense”. 

Not Card Happy. 


D, Gardner, 
Hampton Park. VIC 


What a great idea, Just one problem - 
we're going to need some seriously fit 50 
and 60-year-olds. 

But you are right. The current refs 
need to start using some common sense. 
Let's hope they're all reading! - Ed. 


the ‘dismal status’ afforded to Australian soc- 
cer. It would appear however, that you are 
doing little to rectify the situation in your 
presentation of ‘On the Ball’, 
T would like to see a program that gives 
coverage and recognition of soccer ‘at home”. 
I. Schneder, 
Batehaven NSW 


Intersting thoughts of ‘On the Ball’. 
Personally, I dont have tov much of a prob- 
lem with it as it seems they are only catering 
for what the majority requires. Although I 
wouldn't say no to increased local coverage. 

Your letter has been passed on to Les 
Murray. - Ed. 


- Australian and British 


SIMPLE PHILOSOPH ii 


Dear Sir, 

J would like to make a comment in 
reply to a letter written to in ABSW in the 
issue dated January 18, 2000 in relation to 
the prizemoney awarded by FIFA to South 
Melbourne following their participation in 
the club world championship in Brazil. 

Tunderstand what Mr Dominic Scullino 
is trying to say in his letter that by award- 
ing so much money, it can cause a wide 
gap between the rich clubs and the poorer 
clubs. 

He must understand though, that unlike 
Aussie Rules football, Soccer is not ruled 
by the draft or salary cap systems in 
Australia and if an individual club is suc- 
cessful enough to reap the financial 
rewards and benefits of winning champi- 
onships and qualifying for international 
tournaments, then good Ick to that club, 

If we take a look at the European 
leagues, the championship-winning clubs 
qualify for competitions like the 
Champions’ League which offer massive 
financial rewards. The philosophy is sim- 
ple: the more success achieved in local 
competitions, the more rewards received in 
larger tournaments. 

Perhaps Manchester United should have 
been forced to redistribute the money they 
received last year for winning the English 
League, FA Cup, Champions’ League and 
Intercontinental Cup to perennial strug- 
glers Wimbledon and Southampton. The 
notion that a club can be stripped of its 
rewards to not cause an imbalance with 
opposition sides is a ridiculous argument. 

Sporting clubs these days are run as a 
business with two key goals to achieve: a) 
to win as many titles as possible; and b) to 
make as much money as possible. How 
would we react if Rupert Murdoch were 
told to redistribute some of his profit mar- 
gins to Kerry Packer to keep the two 
organisations balanced. 

I first became involved in South 
Melbourne Soccer Club during my teen 
years and have seen the club evolve from a 
strong team at Middle Park to a leading 


sporting club at Bob Jane Stadium. 

‘The club is on the grow and this comes 
down to hard work from many people, 
both on and off the pitch. 

I know what is required behind the 
scenes to make a club in the National 
Soccer League work because I once got 
involved in their supporters group on a 
voluntary basis. 

Yes, South Melbourne is very fortunate 
to receive a whopping $3.83 million just 


» for qualifying for the World Club champi- 


onship but every club in the NSL knew 
last year that this tournament was likely to 
go ahead and that the financial rewards 
would be massive for Australian-based 
clubs. 

South Melbourne haven’t won back-to- 
back championships by sitting back on 
their laurels and waiting for success to 
simply fall into their lap. They have got 
the best squad in the country because they 
worked hard to build up their corporate 
sponsorship and membership levels to 
keep these players happy at the club. 

South Melbourne haye made many sac- 
rifices during the past decade and the ulti- 
mate results arrived in the past two years. 
Furthermore, the club had to spend money 
out of its own pocket to travel to Fiji and 
win the Oceania Cup in qualifying for 
Brazil. 

To go through so many good and bad 
times in reaching the pinnacle of one’s 
sport, and other clubs spend their money to 
form squads capable of winning the cham- 
pionship year after year and maybe they'll 
also smell the sweet aroma of millions of 
dollars sitting in their bank too one day. 

On a separate point, why should South 
Melbourne be forced to redistribute their 
prizemoney to the other clubs when Soccer 
Australia received over $1.5 million from 
FIFA as the national body of a World Club 
championship participant, 

‘The question soccer fans must now ask 
is where is Soccer Australia going to put 
that money? Soccer Australia have set cri- 
teria for the clubs to meet in terms of 


financial viability, marketing strategies 
and promotional concepts, but what are 
they going to do with this money which 
they’ve received on the back of South 
Melbourne, 

Soccer Australia must redistribute all 


“this money into the NSL, not to the nation- 


al teams where LG Electronics have 
already committed their financial support. 
Perhaps the time has finally come for 
Soccer Australia to form a new committee 
that concerns itself only with the NSL, 
separate to national team or junior devel- 
‘opment responsibilities. 

South Melbourne must now utilise its 
money in a correct manner to solidify its 
future in the NSL as one of the league's 
power brokers alongside Perth Glory and 
Parramatta Power, a position it clearly 
holds at the moment. 

Our eyes must also turn to Soccer 
Australia because if they falter in the utili- 
sation process of the money awarded to 
them by FIFA, the whole status of the 
national competition could be in jeopardy 
and falter rapidly. 

Thank you FIFA for allowing smaller 
clubs from the Oceania region to compete 
against the best clubs in the wosld on the 
international stage. Never before has an 
Australian Soccer club received so much 
domestic and international exposure, 
which proves once and for all that if 
Australian Soccer can infiltrate the Asian 
and international Soccer scene through the 
direction of Soccer Australia, it will over- 
take Aussie Rules football as the highest 
paying sport in Australia. 

Soccer Australia must understand that 
the time has come for them to stand up and 
be counted and force a change as we strive 
to rise the playing bar for Soccer in this 
country. 

Adrian Saunders, 
East Bentleigh. VIC. 


Here! Here! 
I await Mr.Scullino's reply. 
No doubt it will come. - Ed, 
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TIME 10 TAKE r STAND 


Lage sans is Con Monteleone; I’m from 
Melbourne and read your paper regularly. 

Firstly 1 must say that your paper is excellent 
and a must for all serious soccer lovers, 

which brings me to why I am writing to you. 
As you may be aware there is a STAND, [seven 
talks and never delivers] campaign going on. 
We have organized a National campaign 
protesting channel 7 for the lack of free to air 
telecasting of Aussie soccer, in particular the 
NSL. 

Thave sent the Seven network countless let- 
ters of complaint, pleaded them to be fair, 
encouraged them to support the game and watch 
it grow, given them theories on how the growth 
of the game relied heavily on general public 
viewing, which in tum would lift the profile of 
the game and actually increase 
the value of their broadcasts 
Tights. 

But it seems my letters have 
fallen on deaf ears. Not once 
have the Seven network had 
the courtesy to reply. The 
Seven Network have made the most basic of 
business errors, ‘not listening to their cus- 
tomers’. 

It appears that they think we are unimportant 
in their scheme of things. I have made it my 
personal challenge to change Seven’s ethos and 
bring about change to the current programming. 

To Nationalize the campaign we have con- 
tacted each and every NSL supporters club 
Jeader. All bar four clubs are registered as 
STAND organizers. However each State is rep- 
resented by at least one club. 

As John Economos wrote in ‘the good oii” 
We at Carlton inaugurated the public campaign 
by flying Two huge banners, ‘Nobody Screws 
Soccer Like 7’ and ‘Soccer on 7 TV, I'd Like 
to see that’. 

Despite requests from the Ground security, 
then Olympic Park management, then Carlton 
management, then C7 and Soccer Australia to 
remove them, we stayed strong and kept them 
high. 

A little legal jargon and quick thinking even 
kept the Police away. 

The Carlton supporters were great, even the 
visiting Olympic supporters joined with us to 
sing ‘Seven Screws Soccer, Seven Screws 
Soccer’ surely this must be a first? 

Our agenda is to do everything legally possi- 
ble to educate the Soccer loving public in their 


tights of free to air Soccer broadcasts in this 
country. To show the Seven network just how 
un-Australian they are by not showing us OUR 


game, 

We will be taking various actions, These will 
be: 

* Banners to all NSL home games. 

* Fliers will be issued to all NSL clubs for 
distribution in round 21 

* Bumper stickers will be issued to all NSL 
supporters clubs, again in round 21 

* Civil disobedience at home games, optional 
to all NSL clubs. Le. turn our backs to the game 
being played, so we now face the club adminis- 
tration, the sponsors, and the media, we will 
sing “Seven Screws Soccer’ then we will return 
to enjoying our game. 

* Demonstrate at the headquarters of the 

Seven Networks in your capital 


> City On Saturday March 4th at 
3pm. 

The other networks and the 

LOLS cess will be lipped off to come 

down and see for themselves 

= what we are saying. A list 


of demands will be given to the Seven represen- 
tatives, We will have Speakers on a megaphone 
informing the crowd of our concerns. 

Other action is being planned based on the 
‘outcome of the rally, which hopefully by then 
the Seven Network will listen to us for a 
change. 

‘This is a supporters lead campaign; we have 
never sought any help from any club or associa- 
tion. Funding for this campaign is made up 
mostly of donations and passionate fans passing 
round the hat after a game. 

‘This is what our great game is about, sharing 
and caring for the better good of the game. 

Look forward to hearing from you all. 

Con Monteleone 
Seven_screws_soccer @hotmail,com.au 


Con, I’m always happy to help the game 
forge ahead through the innovativeness of the 
fans. As long as it is always kept peaceful I'm 
sure results will come. Seven haye definitely 
sabotaged our free-to-air coverage and some- 
thing should be done. 

All fans are urged to contact Con on the 
above email. 

Good luck to you and to all us fans of the 
game. 

We will win in the end. Our game and the 
passion it evokes will be just too strong. - Ed. 


@ apsw: 


NATIONAL SOCCER LEAGUE 


ADELAIDE CITY 6 
BRISBANE STRIKERS 


By Allan Crisp 


five-goal burst in a scintillating 35 minute blitz gave Adelaide 
City its most convincing success over Brisbane Strikers since 
November of 1995 when it triumphed 7-0 in Queensland. 

Records tumbled as Damian Mori celebrated his 200th game for City 
by netting his 134th NSL goal to edge closer to former Brisbane striker 
Rod Brown's 137 goal tally. 

The Force looked to be headed for yet another home match 
disappointment when it trailed the undermanned Strikers 2-1 at the 
interval, but a brilliant free-kick from former Socceroo Aurelio Vidmar 
injected new life into City’s game and revived Adelaide’s finals 
Prospects. 

City’s habitual second half fade-out of this current season was 
reduced to a fading memory as the Black and Whites ripped through 
the Strikers defence an amazing five times for a stunning victory. 

Home fans were jubilant when Vidmar shoved City into a 23rd 
minute lead with a thumping header from a Brad Hassell cross from the 
left, 

‘That was the first of five headers netted by City for the night, but it 
gave no hint that the Force would eventually double their previous best 
goal tally of the season. 


NORTHERN SPIRIT 
SOUTH MELBOURNE 


By Danio! Glorelando 


A tictless 60-metre run and subsequent goal to George 
.Goutzoulis late in stoppage time helped a 10 man South 
Melbourne to a tough 2-2 draw with Northern Spirit at North 
Sydney Oval last Friday. 

The goal, which came two minutes into stoppage time, kept the 
reigning champions in touch with the top six and in the process broke 
the hearts of the Northem Spirit, who had led the game as early as the 
second minute. 

Goutzoulis’ miraculous solo effort began 10 metres into his own 
half. A weaving run through the middle of the park cut open the Spirit 
defence. 

From just outside the vox, Goutzoulis blasted his first shot straight at 
Spirit keeper John Perosh only to find the ball rebound back into his 
path and rolling towards goal where the South midfielder barged the 
ball past the line, ahead of two Spirit defenders. 

Following the match, South Melbourne coach Angie Postecoglou 
praised his side’s hero of the night. 

“He has done well with both goals but the second goal was special. It 
was a good save and I thought it was gone but persistent effort paid 
off,” said Postecoglou. 

Souths, who were playing their fifth match in only 12 days never 
gave in, even after going down to 10 men after half an hour following 
the distnissal of defender Steve Iosifidis for decent, 


GIPPSLAND FALCONS 
CARLTON SC 


By Damian Tripodi 


Te Carlton Blues are back im the running for an upper top six 
berth, after defeating the Gippsland Falcons by 2-1, at Mobil 
Park last Saturday evening. 

The hard fought win follows two disappointing consecutive losses, 
which threatened Munro's team aspirations for a top order position in 
the end of season play-offs, 

The Carlton win was also a fitting gift for captain Andrew Marth, 
who made his 300th NSL appearance. When congratulated at the post 
match Press conference, Marth stated that his main priority was to win 
the game. “It was a big fight out there and I am happy with the win,” 
stated Marth. 

The win was also Carlton’s first ever in Gippsland. 

In an entertaining, fast paced match, Carlton proved to be the better 
at set pieces and the deliveries of comer kicks. Both Carlton goals 
Tesulted from first half corners. 

The game began and finished on a fairly even keel. Carlton fook a 
grip on the game only for the second part of the first half. Gippsland 
came out strongly in the second half but were unable to make up the 
two-goal deficit, 

From the early minutes, both teams were making forward thrusts, 
with Carlton slighty the more convincing. Former Gippsland player 
Archie Thompson, obviously wanting to do well against his old side 
was creating opportunities on the right wing with Stuart Slater doing 


Brisbane, with Wayne Srhoj, 
Chay Hews and Brad Ditton earning 
their share of midfield supremacy, } 
snatched an equaliser seven minutes 
later through Peter Dwyer, who 
executed a perfect chip over City’s 
beanstalk goalkeeper Vilson 
Knezevic. 

Dwyer assumed the role of main Pee. . 
Brisbane goalscorer from the absent . s 
Paul Foster three minutes before @ & 
half-time when he again chipped the uretio Vidmar: Sparked 


giant frame of Knezevic to snatch the City’s amazing comeback. 
lead for the visitors. = 


Four minutes earlier it was left to City captain Alex Tobin to rescue 
his side when he hacked away a goal-bound shot from Peter Grierson. 

The complexion of the contest and indeed, City’s entire season, 
altered dramatically after Carl Veart was fouled 20 metres from the 
edge of the box as he met a pass from Matthew Kemp. 

Vidmar curled the free expertly over Clint Bolton, giving the 
Brisbane goalkeeper a taste of what to expect against Chile in Vina del 
Mar when next he plays, 

Mori’s moment of glory goal followed in the 74th minute when he 
completed a move begun by Claudio Pelosi and Kemp with a second 
chance, close-range header off a rebound. 

Kemp deservedly got his name on the crowded scoresheet with a 


“To get sent off for saying something is...(long pause), we are not a 
dirty side,” said Postecoglou. 
“We went to Brazil and hardly got any bookings and we played more 
physical over there.” 
But in this match, referee Simon Micallef saw suit to hand out seven 
cautions and a red card. The dismissal of losifidis was very harsh 
although justice was to 
prevail soon after the 
break as Micallef once 
again made a decision 
that swung the course of 
the game in yet another 
direction. 

Two minutes into the 
second half, South were 
back on level terms after 
being awarded a highly 
contentious _ penalty 
following yet another 
deceiving run by 
Goutzoulis who was 
finally stopped by 
Matthew Bingley in the 

} box. But in the eyes of 
| Micallef, the challenge 

was unfair. 
Tony Porinich: This shot sailed over Michael Curcija coolly 
keeper Chris Jones to put the Spirit Converted from the spot to 
1-0 up after two minutes, get South level at 1-1, in 


likewise on the left, although he was largely kept in check by 
Gippsland’s Doug Marcina. 

Gippsland’s Igor Mandic, wearing a safety mask following a 
checkbone fracture also made some spectacular forward moves. 

Following early 
speculative shots from 
player of both sides, the 
deadlock was finally 
broken at the 3lst 
minute. 

A corner kick by 
Stuart Slater dropped 
favourably to Dave 
McPherson. His first 
shot, under pressure 
rebounded back to him 
and he safely put away 
his second attempt, 

Carlton extended its 
lead 10 minutes later. 
Slater again was a 
protagonist with his 
corner which was taken 
by the high flying Alex 
Moreira, who with a 
header fround the back of 
the net. 

One 


later Andrew Marth: Big performance in 
match 300. 


minute 


brilliant floating header which ended in the top right hand section of the 
cobwebs. 

Fittingly, it was man-of-the-match Pelosi who iced City’s cake with 
goal number. five — producing yet another header as he expertly met a 
fine free-kick from Nick Sabljak. 

But the scoring avalanche continued into stoppage time with Veart 
improving City’s goal-difference further by nodding home an 
unbelievable sixth goal. 

City skipper Tobin and Vidmar represented the proud club at the 
post-match conference, in the absence of coach Zoran Matic, who left 
the stadium immediately after the final whistle because of illness. 

“We are not out of the woods yet,” Tobin said. “But this win tonight 
goes a long way to easing the disappointment of failing to beat Marconi 
Tast Sunday.” 

Strikers boss John Kosmina through Vidmar’s leveller had given 
City the impetus to produce its stunning second half comeback. 

“They played much better than us in the second half,” Kosmina 
conceded. 

“Adelaide City has a class player in Pelosi. I’m sure he'll have a big 
impact on their chances of making the finals.” 

Referee Wayne Dade mystified the fans by turning down a penalty 
claim by Pelosi in the 20th minute and booking the Italian import for a 
dive. 

A similar plea for a spot-kick also was rejected when Vidmar went 
down in the box just before half-time, but the former Australian 
international escaped a yellow card. 


the process temporarily moving to the top of the goal scorers list with 
12 for the season. 

But while the visitors dominated play after having losifidis sent off, 
Spirit, who had dominated possession up to that moment, seemed to 
Jose all rhythm and attacking confidence. 

A spectacular 25-metre screamer to Tony Perinich only two minutes 
in surprised South keeper Chris Jones, who from only three yards off 
his line, was comprehensively beaten by a sweetly timed half-volley. 

Northern Spirit coach Graham Arnold was once again left a 
disappointed man after the full-time whistle, acknowledging that the 
team had squandered a win, especially during the early stages of the 
match. 

“We should have been up by eight before the sending off,” said 
Amold, 

“It was three points thrown away, last week three points thrown 
away and this week was the same.” 

Spirit made their visitors pay in the 73rd minute as the clubs top 
scorer this season, David Seal deflected a 30-metres drive by youngster 
Jack Sobezyk wrong footing keeper Jones who could only help the ball 
over the line. That was until Goutzoulis’ solo effort stole a point. 

“Their was more danger when it was 11 on 11 but when we went one 
down we played better and clawed back into it and we probably 
deserved a point with a man down. 

“We are running on empty after playing three games in seven days 
and losing a man didn’t help but I’m happy with the point. 

“Since the 6-0 loss to Sydney Olympic the atmosphere has changed 
and we have fought for everything. There is still a spirit amongst the 
boys that we can still make the final six,” said Postecoglou. 


Carlton should have been further ahead when Josh Kennedy broke from 
the Gippsland defence and with only the keeper to beat, sent the ball 
Tight into his awaiting hands, 

In the second half the Jeff Hopkins’ Gippslanders came out blazing 
and virtualty threw all they had at Carlton. 

Two minutes into the half Carlton keeper Dean Anastasiadis fumbled 
a curling Robbie Puca comer but no Falcons player was quick enough 
to take advantage, 

The Falcons continued to push forward with more formed drives. A 
goal was visibly imminent and it happened when the game was 65 
minutes old, 

A duel and determined fight for the ball between Archie Thompson 
and John Hutchinson occurred on the left side close to the comer flag. 
Both players dispossessed each other, with Hutchinson the final winner, 

His cross went to Puca, who, in a congested penalty area controlled 
the ball and drove it beyond the reach of Anastasiadis. 

‘The game became an exciting end to end contest, which kept the fans 
on the edge of their seats right up to the final whistle. 

“We were strong in the first half, but slackened in the second, but 
this is due to the strong Gippsland come back,” stated Carlton and 
former Gippsland coach Stuart Munro at the end of the game. 

“You know what you get in Gippsland. In the end we got the three 
points and that is what matters. We are now back on track.” 

Gippsland coach Jeff Hopkins commented that his team was aware 
of the importance of the game. 

“We knew that it would be a hard game. They were better in the-first 
half. We were sloppy at set pieces but we got closer in the second half, 
The pitch was bumpy and therefore easy to make mistakes on.” 
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NATIONAL SOCCER LEAGUE 


MARCONI STALLIONS 
PERTH GLORY 


By John Economos 


arconi’s poor finishing in front of goal cost them dearly a 

prized joint-third spot on the League ladder as they were 

held to a 1-1 draw by a depleted Perth Glory last Sunday 
night at the Marconi Stadium. 

The Glory were without their two top ‘gun-slingers’ from the West, 
goalscorers Bobby Despotovski and Con Boutsianis, both failing to 
make the trip to Sydney through injury and illness respectively. 

Perth Glory drew first blood as early as in the fifth minute when 
dynamic 19-year-old central midfielder Ivan Ergic raced forward to 
meet a Kasey Wehrman chipped ball into the box. As Ergic hit it, the 
ball bobbled over the top of Marconi’s goalkeeper Michael Turnbull's 
outstretched body and rolled into the target. 

Although Marconi surged through looking for the desperate equaliser 
it didn’t come until six minutes into the second half through their ever- 
lurking captain and midfielder Brad Maloney. 

Marconi’s “Man Of The Match’ Mike Smith, powered into the 
Glory’s box from the left to blast a flat cross to the far post where 
Maloney gratefully knocked into the target first time. 

Not only did the steely Smith set up the goal, but saved Marconi five 
minutes after the break by brilliantly blocking a hot close-ranged, and 
on-target drive by the energetic Ergic. Robbie Trajkovski hit the 
rebound but the alert Turnbull came into action to pull off a great save. 

The Glory’s midfield of Troy Halpin, Ivan Ergic and Kasey 
Wehrman more than held Marconi in the middle of the pitch but in the 
second session reluctantly relinquished their grip of authority across to 
the home team. 


WOLLONGONG WOLVES 


NEWCASTLE BREAKERS 
By Otto Bader 
An™ of two halves with a very disappointing result for the 
jome supporters. The Wollongong team had to take their 
second loss in a row after dominating the match but not utilising 
their chances, 

They succumbed in the second half to the pace and speed of the 
Breakers who looked hungry and eager to win. 

Before a crowd of 4438 — it looked much bigger — the sides worked 
tirelessly both halves and at times cancelled each others attacks with 
close marking. 

Newcastle’s pace definitely embarrassed the home side at times. The 
Wolves started well with good passing moves but really did not convert 
their chances. It took a Newcastle mistake when an intended back pass 
-was intercepted by newly crowned Socceroo Scott Chipperfield for the 
first goal in the seventh minute and the Wolves looked good, being in 
the lead. 

Newcastle answered with venom and threatened the Wolves goal, 
forcing the keeper Les Pogliacomi to a great save. He had far more 
work to do than did Bob Catlin for the visitors, 

The second half started with the visitors storming forward, trying to 
catch the Wolves on the break. The fastest man on the field, tiny 
Newcastle striker John Buonavoglia, caused constant trouble for the 
Wolves defence. 

With more luck than class they kept a clean sheet until the 60th 


AUCKLAND KINGZ 
SYDNEY UNITED 


By Gareth Duggan (In Auckland) 


he Auckland Kingz whittled away a forgetable 1-0 victory 
over Sydney United at North Harbour Stadium on Friday 
night. 

The Sydneysiders showed why they have been stuck at the 
bottom of the table, with shoddy passing and poor communication 
scuppering the creative efforts of players like Ante Moric and Tom 
Pondeljak. 

The Kingz similarly failed to shine, shorn as they were of key 
midfielders Robbie Middleby and Chris Jackson through suspension 
and Dino Mennillo via his dramatic mid-week departure from the 
club, 

The absences meant defender Ivan Vicelich pushed into a 
defensive midfield role with the creative responsibilities falling on 
captain Harry Ngata and player-coach Wynton Rufer. 

‘The first half was dominated by errors, with the revamped Kingz 


Marconi’s giant galloping striker Alex Duric had a great game 
especially in the second session. Duric ripped open Glory’s lines as he 
bullocked his way up the left flank to three times set up goal scoring 
chances but lacked support play. 

Marconi could have led at the break instead of going in for ‘drinks’ a 
goal down. Poor finishing cost Marconi at least two first half goals. 

Maloney in the seventh shaved the base of the far post when he 
blasted from the left a low drive, and in the 24th minute a superb flat 
cross fired in by industrious midfielder Chad Gibson flashed across the 
six yard box but no Marconi man was there to meet the missile, 

‘The Glory however also had a chance in the ninth minute when left 
wingback Scotty Miller unleashed a violent lifting left-footed drive that 
had Turnbull under severe pressure to tilt over his ‘roof’. 

Gibson again was in action, just six minutes after having been 
knocked out by a clash of heads that saw him stretchered off the pitch. 

With a minute left till halftime Gibson raced to the far post to meet a 
Mark Babic cross from the right, but the luckless midfielder in 
spectacular style smashed his side-volley onto the left upright. 

Seven minutes from time and just one minute after coming on to 
teplace Troy Halpin, Glory’s substitute John Carbone with his first 
touch belted an on-goal hot drive that forced Marconi’s goalie to make 
another great save diving sharply to his right. 

Best performers for Marconi were ‘Man Of the Match’ and steely left 
defender Mike Smith plus twin strikers Duric and Trajanovski and 18- 
year-old goalkeeper Turnbull, whilst for Perth their best were central 
midfielders Ivan Ergic and Kasey Wehrman plus ball- Playing right 
wingback Robbie Trajkovski. 

After the match Marconi’s coach Eddie Kmcevic reflected: “I was 
very satisfied with the way the boys played and we did deserve more 
than just a point as we did enough to get all three of them, but we must 
be more aggressive in front of goal even though we dominated and 
were fully committed. I thought Duric (Alex) was outstanding and it 


John Buonavoglia: Star Performance. 


unable to find a real cohesion and Sydney failing to capitalise on the 
chances which came their way. 

Kingz defender Jonathon Perry gifted Sydney skipper Pondeljak 
an opportunity in the 21st minute which was only snuffed out by a 
brave piece of work by goalkeeper Mike Utting. 

The final 15 minutes of the half brought most of the action, with 
the better chances falling to the visitors. 

Mario Jerman headed riarrowly wide, then Utting came to the 
rescue after Riki Van Steeden gave Zvonko Usljebrka the chance to 
score. 

For the Kingz, Rufer hit the side netting with a shot and put a 
header onto the roof of the net. 

To round out the first 45 minutes, Van Steeden and Kain Rastall 
made telling inteceptions for their respective sides to snuff out 
potent-looking attacks, 

After the game seemed to have evolved into something more 
special in that quarter hour, it was a disappointment to see it return 
to its shambling origins in the second half. 

The goal by Vicelich after 52 minutes gave the crowd something 
to cheer, as he climbed easily above the defence to nod home 
Perry’s right-wing free-kick. 


was an overall 
entertaining game. 

“We've got depth as 
we had to play without 
Darren McDonald, Sean 
Babic and Francis 
Awaritefe who are all to 
come back.” 

Meanwhile the 
Glory’s German coach 
Bernd Stange 
philosophically stated: 

“Slowly we are on track 

in the new millennium 

as we had four away 

games and only two at | 

home and have lost only 

to the Auckland Kingz. 

Tonight in the first half 

it was a good 

performance with some 

good counter attacks but [0 

in the second half eS ith: 
Marconi improved and we ern prints fn 
could not score that 

second goal. 

“The first half we were a far better team, Ergic (Ivan) is only 19 
years of age and nobody can stop him. This game was another step 
towards the “Top Six’ and nothing more. We didn’t miss Despotovski 
(Bobby-out with a stress facture) and Boutsianis (Con-out with the flu). 
T was proud of my team as Marconi seemed to panic inside our box,” 
Stange summed up. 


minute when the diminutive Newcastle striker got free and showed a 
clean pair of heels to round the keeper and hit the ball into the net. It 
was a rude shock for the Wolves who tried to hit back. Newcastle 
looked the better side, hitting their winner in the 86th minute. 

Newcastle made chances with Greg Owens coming on for Andy 
Roberts, a brilliant substitution since Owens scored the winning goal 
for the visitors, 

Further replacements were Damian Smith for Vasko Trpceyski and 
Travis Dodd for Chris Tanchevski for Newcastle and Wollongong 
substituted Noel Spencer for David Huxley, Neil Harlock for David 
Cervinski in the final minute and Peter Lahanas for Saso Petrovski. 

In general it seemed the Wolves midfield did not work smoothly 
enough and the feed to the forwards could have been better. 

The defence did reasonably well to hold the lightening fast 
Newcastle front runners. The Steel City Cup was presented to 
Newcastle and it is now up to the Wolves to win it back in their next 
meeting. 

Lee Sterry for Newcastle was naturally very happy with the result, 
not so much with the first half giving away a gift goal in his opinion, 
but the boys did overall perform well with the substitutes doing their 
job. 

Wolves were represented by assistant coach Ron Corry who said 
when one does not put chances away, one does not deserve to win, the 
side did not play well enough on the night and are back to square one. 

‘The speed of the visitors was a constant worry for the Wolves. Asked 
if in the coming games the two players going away with the Socceroos 
will be missed he thought that might give the other players a lift to 
perform better, 


Otherwise both sides struggled for rhythm and touch. Players 
were a second too late in making runs, which robbed team-mates of 
options and so slowed the pace of the game. 

Sydney did throw 
themselves forward to a 
certain extent, but the alacrity 
of Marcus Stergiopoulons for 
the Kingz on the left kept 
them constantly unnerved and 
nervous of counter-attacks. 

Indeed, Stergiopoulous 
helped create chances for 
Rufer and Aaron Silva, who 
should both have scored but 
for the. combined effect of 
Steve Tolios’ presence in the 
Sydney goal and some 
disappointing finishing. 

‘Three points secured without a really convincing performance for 
the Kingz, while Sydney continue to look for a way out of their 
dismal place at the foot of the table. 
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NATIONAL SOCCER LEAGUE 


MELBOURNE KNIGHTS 
PARRAMATTA POWER 


By Bert van Bedaf 


R¢ card maestro, referee Matthew Breeze struck twice in a 

‘illing second half, which saw the Knights come from behind 
to beat Parramatta Power 2-1 at Somers Street last Sunday. 

Breeze sent match winner defender Jason Vukadin to an early 
shower for allegedly spitting in the 73rd minute as well as Walter 
Ardone for an elbow offence in the 80th minute to keep the game on an 
even red. 

‘The Knights scored four 1-1 draws in a row before cracking it for a 
fighting victory. 

It was the Knights first win since round 10, when they beat 
Wollongong Wolves 2-1. It was the third win for Vlado Vanis since he 
was appointed coach nearly five months ago. 

“I must be happy with this win. We had four draws so far and this is 
our first win in the new year. It was what we badly needed. The last 
four draws, we deserved to win. We are confident we can beat any 
team in the league,” a jubilant Vanis said. 

“Tt is very disappointing to lose by a goal, especially since we were a 
goal up by half-time. The equaliser gave them (Knights) confidence. It 
gave them a lift (to go on with it),” Parramatta coach David Mitchell 
said. 

“Their ‘keeper also made a world class save. Credit to him. We 


SYDNEY OLYMPIC 
CANBERRA COSMOS 


By Mark Stavroulakis 


Sumer Olympic continued its success towards the Premiership 
title as they trounced a hapless Canberra Cosmos 7-3, in an 
enthralling game, which paved the way for a match full of 
attacking soccer. 

Socceroo Pablo Cardozo and Olyroo captain Brett Emerton were the 
cream of the crop as they showed their dominance in a lacklustre 
Canberra defence which let seven goals go pass them. The 
entertainment started after 40 seconds. Nick Carle played a lovely one - 
two with Emerton who crossed it in brilliantly for Cardozo whose shot 
was unstoppable for Canberra Keeper Angelo Konstantinou to save. 

Seemingly enough Canberra’s first attack paid dividends as from the 
first corner of the match, De Jesus’ cross was met by a deflection from 
the Olympic defence that hit Danny Burt on the leg. His defence paid 
off as he slide-tackled the ball in for the Cosmos’ first of the match and 
leveled the game at one a piece. 

Olympic then got the ball rolling once again, as in the 23rd minute, a 
midfield blunder by the Cosmos was gladly accepted by “Stormin” 
Norman Tome who chipped Konstantinou from the 18-yard box, 
despite offside claims by the Canberra players. 

As soon as the 6245 spectators could celebrate Olympics second 


Adelaide v Brisbane 
3-C. Pelosi 
2-A. Vidmar 


2-J. Sobezyk 
1-W. Srhoj 


1-M. Curcija 


Auckiand v Sydney Utd 

3-M. Stergiopoulos (AK) 
2-M. Utting (AK) 
1-T. Pondeljak (SU) 


2-D. Marcina 
4-A. Marth 


Olympic v Canberra 
3-P. Cardozo 
2-L. Pogliaconi 


1-S. Chipperfield 
Knights v Parramatta 


3-M. Silic 
2-M. Santalab 
1-1. Kelic 


3-A. Goutzioulis 


Gippsland v Carlton 
3-D. McPherson 


Wollongong v Newcastle 
3-J. Buonavoglia 


didn’t do enough to get the equaliser. The conditions were not 
conducive for good football. The wind was a bit hard,” he said, 

The Knights started with the wind in their sails at breezy Somers 
Street. Adrian Cervinski, Ivan Kelic and Mark Silic had shots on goal 
in the first 35 minutes, but their chances went wide or were cleared, 

Parramatta took the lead on the break after 37 minutes. Michael 
Santalab crossed squarely into 
the box, where Joel Griffiths 
tapped home with a one touch 
shot past Knights ‘keeper 
Martin John. 

Cervinski was involved in a 
goalmouth scramble from a 
corer a minute later, But his F 
attempt under pressure flew 
over the bar. 


Kelic got the Knights a a ee 
deserved equaliser three _Parramatta’s Richard Plesa 
minutes into time added-on Shields the Knights Ivan Kelic. 
before the interval. The veteran striker got hold of the ball between two 
defenders inside the area and struck the net with a low shot in the far 
comer. 

Mile Sterjovski hooked a volley over the bar five minutes into the 
second half, while Power ‘keeper Mike Gibson snatched the bail from 
the feet of Dragi Nastevski a minute later to herald a bright start to the 
second half. 

‘The Knights hit the lead with a deft backheader after 58 minutes. 


goal, Pablo Cardozo 
sent shock waves 
through the Cosmos 
team as a 25th minute 
thunderbolt was at hand 
to give Olympic a 
comfortable 3-1 lead 
just before the break. 
However, the 
Cosmos had other 
things in mind. In the 
3rd minute a precise 
cross from Ilija 
Prenzoski was finished 
off delightfully on the 
full by Ivo De Jesus, 
which gave the Cosmos 
a glimmer of hope and 
a boost of confidence 
for the remainder of the 
match. 
That goal sparked a 


) plucky Cosmos boys 


who in the 57th minute 
Brett Emerton: Man of the moment. produced their third of 


Silic took a freekick and launched it towards the far post, where Kelic 
headed it towards goal. Vukadin, with his back to goal, back-headed it 
into the net, past a startled Gibson, who had an off-day. 

“We practiced this more than a 100 times this week,” Vanis said. 
We’ye been working on the long cross to the far post, where Kelic cut 
it back for someone to head it in the net.” 

The Matthew Breeze phenemenon struck with ruthless efficiency 
with about 15 minutes left. The red card prone referee sent off scorer 
Vukadin for allegedly spitting, following a challenge on John 
Angelucci (on for Griffiths in the 66th). Breeze consulted with 
linesman Jim Ouliaris before giving Vukadin his marching orders. 

Vanis said, if the spitting charge proved correct, the club would give 
Vukadin a heavy fine. Vukadin later denied the charge. 

Tn the 83rd minute, with both teams reduced to 10 men, Knights 
“keeper Martin John produced a brilliant diving save, which denied 
Parramatta an equaliser. Santalab crossed the ball and John Angelucci 
dispatched it towards the far comer with a low, diving header. But John 
was equal to the task, palming the ball wide. 

Breeze restored the card balance seven minutes later, when he sent 
off Walter Ardone for a crude foul (alleged elbow) on Silic, who was 
later substituted with New Zealand international Paul Uriovic. 

Mitchell said he believed the Power were still in with a chance to 
make the finals. “If we pick up six points, we'll be right up at the top 
six fringe,” he said. 

Vanis praised Kelic for his striking performance. “Kelic (31) is like a 


+ good wine, the older he is, the better he gets,” the Knights coach said 


with a winning smile. 


the match, as a Jason Polak cross was gladly accepted on the head by 
De Jesus to notch up his second of the match and that leveled the game 
once again. 

However, that was the wake up call for the boys from Belmore as 
once again a lightning strike outside the right-hand side of the box by 
Olyroo Brett Emerton in the 74th minute made the score line 4-3, The 
Olympic crowd were up on their feet chanting the team on for more. 

And more is what the fans got. In the 80th minute, again the man of 
the moment Brett Emerton produced a great cross that was spot on 
Cardozo’s head to produce yet another hat-trick and moved the 
Socceroo’s tally to 13 goals and push him to top scorer of the National 
League. 

The onslaught continued in the 83rd minute, substitute Zlatko 
Arambasic scored the easiest of tap - ins to give Olympic a 6-3 
commendable lead. 

The demolition was complete two minutes from time. A Cardozo 
corner was headed in by “Big Man” Arambasic again, who not only 
jumped higher than a couple of the Canberra defenders, but the keeper 
as well to give Olympic a victorious 7-3 win at Belmore Sports 
Ground, 

Full credit to the Cosmos team who did not put their heads down. 
Tyo De Jesus a former Olympic Youth player was the standout for 
Canberra. 

Cardozo’s hat-trick and Emerton’s presence in running and creating 
many goals for Olympic were the pick of the players from the 
victorious side, 


Spirit v South Melbourne 


(SM) 
(NS) 
(SM) 


Pablo Cardozo 
Andy Harper 
David Cervinski 
Michael Curcija 
Angelo Costanzo 
Mehmed Durakovic 
John Buonavoglia 
Lubo Lapsansky 
Andrew Crews 
Con Boutsianis 
Gabriel Mendez 
Gareth Naven 


(C) 
(GF) 
(Cc) 


(NB) 
(ww) 
(WW) 


(Sydney Olympic) 
(Newcastle Breakers) 
(Wollongong Wolves) 
(South Melbourne) 
(Adelaide City Force) 
(Gippsland Falcons) 
(Newcastle Breakers) 
(Carlton SC) 
(Parramatta Power) 
(Perth Glory) 
(Sydney Olympic) 
(Perth Glory) 
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Well Live Well Premier League 


eat well 
live well 


= Gg 


VicHealth 


*k* ROUND ONE WRAP «* 


MAGIC AND SAINTS 


fees bene! 


at Well Live Well VPL 

newcomer Oakleigh Cannons 

[shot to the top of the ladder 
with a 3-1 win over aiso newly 
promoted Heidelberg United in the 
surprise win of the opening round, 
while defending champion Green 
Gully Cavaliers beat former 
champion Bulleen 2-0 in an 
impressive 


display. 
Northern suburbs rivals Preston 
Lions and Melbourne Raiders fought 
outa 1-1 draw. 


failed to take their chances in front a 
strong crowd of about 2000, 

‘The Raiders took the lead after 16 
minutes with a penalty by Nick 
Cuculeski, The striker had been 
brought. down by Michael Bozevski, 
who was sent off for a professional 
foul. 

Pees Stojeeyski equalised for 
Preston in the 30th minute with a 
penalty after a Raiders defender 
‘handled the ball in the area. 

The Lions were reduced to nine 
players when Josip Kozic was red- 
carded for an offence behind play, 
allegedly taking a swing at Raiders 


‘on their two-man advantage and had 
to settle for a draw. 

Preston president George 
Nesterovski said words could not 
describe how well the team had fought 
10 share the points. “It was as good as 
six points to me,” he said, 

The immedinte observation about 
Preston, of course, was that they 
fought like Lions, - 

Fosmer triple champion Altona 
Magic and St Albans Saints drew 2-2 
in a match that saw three red cards, 
while the Fawkner Blucs started the 
season with a 1-0 loss to Altona East 
‘Phoemx. Bill Petrovski struck the 


‘The Raiders should have beaten the 
Lions, reduced to nine men, but they 


By George Koukeris 
T: 2000 Premier League season kicked off in 


spectacular fashion at Jack Edwards 
Reserve, where homeside Oakleigh Cannons 
beat Heidelberg 3-1. 

On an excellent pitch, the host staged a new 
edition of the Greek derby to overcome the 
reborn Premier League 
contenders. Both teams provided 47-™ 
an entertaining match to satisfy \\ 
the 1500 strong crowd. * 

Although United included 
several faces from the former side of 
1998 that fell to relegation, new 
names, such as Alfonzo Opazo, 
Tony Ouliaris, Jeff Stefanidis and 
Fikret Kokoric gave Heidelberg 
early control. 

Ouliaris tore through the Oakleigh 
midfield to set up Opazo and 
Stefanidis with several chances, but after 20 
minutes the pendulum swung in favour of the Cannons. 

Dimos Sevastiadis headed accurately from a Bill 
Tsiakos volley to fool ‘keeper Kon Tsolondres and net 
the first Oakleigh goal of the season. 


‘winner for the Phoenix. 


Heidelberg was determined to restore the balance, 
while the Cannons scrambled to repell the heavy 
attacks. Neil Wallace, Mirano Calomino, George 
Karagiannis and Felix Rosman gave their all in the 
desperate Oakleigh defence. 

The Bergers continued their assault in the second 
half, with Opazo and Kokoric again creating chances 
as Peter Di Iorio, David De Propertis and 

Cameron Brown fed the loose ball deep 
into attack. 

With only 14 minutes to go, 
Heidelberg finally hit a well- 
deserved equaliser. De Propertis 

delived an excellent ball from 30 
metres to set up Mile Medjedovic, 

charging in from defence. His shot 
proved too strong for Nick 
Koletsas to stop and the Bergers 
drew level. 

But six minutes later, substitute 
Andrew Strapelias put Oakleigh back 
into the lead with a blistering shot 

from Ike Alegiozidis. 

New recruit Juan Sastre sealed the points for the 
Cannons in the 86th minute, accurately converting 
from deep in the area to give the home team,a 
sensational first-up win in Victoria’s top league. 


PAINT TOWN RED 


By Ivan Perkov 


Itona Magic and St Albans Saints 

played out a 2-2 draw in a fiery 

encounter that saw three players 
sent off, 

The opening 45 minutes were fast and 
furious. St Albans pressed Altona into their 
own half and if not for ‘keeper Darren 
McGrath, Altona might well have been 
trailing by a couple of goals. 

But in the 26th minute Damir “Bullet” 
Movric broke clear for the Saints on the left. 
He played a neat one-two with Ivan Zilic, 
who sent a deep cross for Ilija Dragicevic to 
lob a perfect header over McGrath, giving St 
Albans the lead. 

Ten minutes later both teams were down 
to 10 men. Referee Dominic Barba sent off 
Altona’s Tony Josevski and St Albans’ 
Martin Raspudic after the two players had 
locked homs in a scuffle. 

Altona was back on level terms as soon as 
the second half started. A comer in the 46th 
minute by Ace Stojevski was flicked on by 


John Sapazovski to an unmarked Ace 
Vasileyski, who tapped the ball into the net 
for 1-1. 

‘The Magic piled on the pressure, forcing 
Saints ‘keeper Marjan Vunderl into several 
last ditch saves. However, in the 89th 
minute, a parry by Vunderl came to Tony 
Trifunov, who blasted his shot into the top 
corner, putting Altona a goal up, 

Trifunov turned from hero to villain a 
minute later when he fouled Ivan Razov in 
the penalty box and received his second 
yellow card and therefore his marching 
orders from Barba. 

Damien Vojtek stroked the ball home 
from the spot to give St Albans a last-gasp 
away draw with what was the last kick of the 
match, 

Both coaches, Zoran Trajcevski for Altona 
and Mike Petersen in his VPL debut match 
for the Saints said they were both pleased 
with a point. 

Mijo Trupkovic made an appearance for 
the Saints, having been signed from the 
Melbourne Knights in a last minute transfer. 


GULLY DRAWS FIRST BLOOD 


ental 


reen Gully drew first blood 

against Bulleen, the team touted as 

the best equipped to challenge the 
title defender, beating the Zebras 2-0. 

Sash Becvinoyski set up the first chance 
for the Cavaliers after eight minutes, floating 
a free-kick to the far post, but Zlatko Doney 
aimed wide from close range. 

Bulleen’s new signing Chris Emsovski 
had a shot inside the box in the 21st minute, 
but Gully “keeper Robert Brian got down 
well to save it. 

Brian was caught napping in the 25th 
minute, when Sava Rusmir hit the post with 
a surprise shot. 

But the Cavaliers hit the front in the 50th 
minute. George Svigos placed his free-kick 


into the far post, where Zoran Markovski 
provided Brandon Vassallo, who scored 
from close range. 

Vassallo has returned from the Melbourne 
Knights, where he was unsuccessful in 
claiming a regular spot in his first attempt in 
the national league. 

Bulleen captain Danny Gnjidic failed to 
equalise in the 69th minute from a Vlad 


_Babic throughball. His close-range shot after 


a one-on-one with Brian went wide. 
Green Gully showed its early form with a 
well-worked second goal in the 85th minute. 
Steve Douglas played the ball wide to 
Vassallo, who crossed it to Tony Neceski, 
The Gully forward back-heeled it to Donev, 
who struck the ball past Bulleen ‘keeper 


‘Jamie Cooper with a screaming shot on the 


mun. 


Victorian Soccer Federation Eat Well Live Well 


PREMIER | 


Green GullyCav 2 


ROUND 1 


Bulleen Zebras 0 


(Brandon Vassallo 


Friday 4 February 2000 


Oakleigh Cannons 93 
(Dimos Sevastiadis, 
Andrew Strapelias 

Juan Sastre) 


Heidelberg United 1 
(Mile Mediedovic) 


Saturday 5 February 2000 
Altona Magic 2 
(Ace Vasilevski 

Toni Trifunov) 


St Albans Saints 2 
(Tomislav Milardovic, 
Damir Movric) 


Sunday 6 February 2000 
Fawkner Blues 0 Altona East 

(Bill Petrovski) 
Melb Raiders 


(Nick Cuculevski) 


Preston Lions 1 
(Pece Stojcevski) 


14 


Monday 7 February 2000 


Port Melbourne Sharks v Bentleigh Greens 


Oakleigh Cannons 0 
Altona Magic 1 
Green Gully Cavallers5 
Fawkner Blues 1 
Preston Lions 4 

Port Melbourne Sharks v Bentleigh Greens 


Ziatko Donev) 


(6.15/8.15, SS Anderson Reserve) 
RESERVES 


Altona Magic 


Heidelberg United 0 
St Albans Saints 
Bulleen Zebras 
Altona East 
Melbourne Raiders 1 


AUSTRALIAN AND BRITISH SOCCER WEEKLY — FEBRUARY 8, 2000 


Oakleigh Cannons = 1 
| Green Gully Cavaliers 1 
Altona East Phoenix 1 


St Albans Saints 1 
Melboume Raiders 1 
Preston Lions. 1 
Port Melb Sharks = 0 

| Bentleigh Greens 0 
1 

1 

1 


L Heidelberg United 


P APts 


1 
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LEAGUE LADDER 


ROUND 2 


Sunday 13 February 2000 
Altona East Phoenix v Preston Lions 


(4/6 pm, Paisley Reserve) 


Bentleigh Greens v Fawkner Blues 


(4/6 pm, Kingston Heath) 


St Albans Saints v Oakleigh Cannons 


(4/6 pm Churchill Reserve) 


Monday 14 February 2000 
Bulleen Zebras v Port Melbourne Sharks 


(6.15/8.15 pm, Veneto Club) 


Heidelberg United v Green Gully Cavaliers 


(6.15/8.15 pm, Olympic Village) ° 


Melbourne Raiders v Altona Magic 
(6.15/8,15 pm, Epping Soccer Stadium) 


ABSW ® 


NSW SUPER LEAGUE 


— ROUND 5 — 


St George 0 
Blacktown City 5 
By Julian Murphy 


lacktown recorded their second 5-0 

victory in as many weeks after 

defeating St George at St George 
Stadium. 

‘The highly anticipated game was played in 
hot and blustery conditions and despite the 
one-sided score line, was an open and enter- 
taining contest. 

‘Things looked positive for the Saints early 
on and they almost took the lead in the first 
minute but Angelo Petratos’ left-foot shot 
struck the bar. 

Both sides were determined to assert their 
authority from the outset, creating chances and 
jaunching themselves into some ferocious 
tackles. 

The first goal came in the 10th minute 
when Blacktown’s exciting Naoki Imaya 
sprung the offside trap just past halfway and 
taced towards goal. He then drew out keeper 
Stacey Algodellis before finding Mark Hagger 
to his left to slot home the goal. 

‘The goal didn't dampen St George’s enthu- 
siasm but their task became all the more diffi- 
cult in the 24th minute with Cameron 
‘Watson’s sending off. Watson stomped on the 
Demon’s Paul Richardson right in front of an 
incensed Blacktown bench and the referee had 
no hesitation in brandishing a red card. 


To their credit, St George continued to look 
for an equaliser but Blacktown used their 
numerical advantage well and played patient 
and precise football. They were rewarded with 
a second goal, almost a mirror image of the 
first, in the 42nd minute. 


Naoki Imaya: Match winning 
performance. 


‘This time it was Peter Sermanni who found 
himself in plenty of space and Damon Langan 
backed up well to double the Demons lead. 

Victory was all but confirmed in the S8th 
minute when an Imaya header was blocked 


into the path of Chris Bradley to fire into the 
bottom right hand corner. 

Eyen with the result beyond doubt St 
George never gave up with the likes of Jim 
Bakis, Michael Kladis and Max Sevares con- 
stantly testing the Blacktown defence, 

Being a man down to a side of Blacktown’s 
quality proved too tall an order for the Saints 
and things got worse when Nick Boliantis was 
stretchered from the field in the 67th minute. 
Having used all their substitutes, St George 
was forced to play out the remainder of the 
game with nine men. 

The Saints defence, which had only 
allowed two goals in the first four games, 
leaked two more goals before the final whistle. 
Sermanni scored in the 70th minute and Steve 
Riches sealed the win with a sweet left-foot 
strike in the 80th minute. 

Coach Brian Brown was happy with his 
team, particularly Hager, Imaya and keeper 
Femando Greco. 

“T was very happy with the result especially 
considering how hot it was. To come here and 
score five against a good team is very pleas- 
ing.” 

‘The loss, coupled with some injury prob- 
Jems, makes St George's next clash, with the 
high flying Central Coast, a crucial game. 
Coach John Sentas was disappointed with the 
Joss but not with his players and vowed not to 
change their style. 

“T gave the boys a pat on the back after the 
game as it was the circumstances as much as 
anything else that led to the score line.” 


ROUND 5 WRAP 


here were 41 goals were scored in 

the NSW Super League this week- 

end, with the traditional big guns 
well on target with Blacktown, 
Leichhardt and Bonnyrigg showing the 
way with five goals or more apiece, 

Blacktown recorded a 5-0 success at St 
George, but the scoreline gave no indication 
of the contest which swung from end to end 
throughout the game. 

Bonnyrigg conceded an early goal to 
Parramatta’s Tom Bazdaric, but came back 
strongly to post a 6-1 success at their 
Serbian Centre stronghold, 

An own goal provided the equaliser and 
they then went on to spread another five 
goals around the team with Johnny Ghisso, 
Javier Mancino, David Reid, Lee Gunn and 
Colin Luff alll hitting the back of the net for 
Bonnyrigg. 

Leichhardt Tigers found the so-far point- 
less Eastern Suburbs quite a handful at 
Lambert Park and were twice behind to 
goals from Matthew Dihm and Jim Aschner, 
Steve Karavatakis each time putting the 
home side level. 


Manly Warringah Dolphins 
Fairfield Sutis 

Penrith Panthers 

Eastem Suburbs 


Fabio Macolino then gave the Tigers the 
lead before a brace from Joe Bruni had them 
5-2 up, only for Aschner to conyert a penal- 
ty near the end to make it more respectable. 

Manly-Warringah recorded their first win 
with a 4-2 success over Sutherland at a 


TOP SCORERS 
AFTER ROUND 5 
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‘breezy Cromer Park, overcoming an early 
Craig Hobbs goal for the Sharks to hit four 
past Dennes Ola, 

Central Coast opened the scoring at 
Andrews Road Field in the 45th when 
Nathan Byrn found the net and the same 
player extended the Coasties lead over 
Penrith five minutes after the restart. 

Further goals from Shane Knight and 
Peter Ritchie added to Penrith’s woes as 
they faced their third heavy loss on the trot, 
this time 4-0 to one of the three unbeaten 
sides this season. 

Canterbury Marrickville came from a 
goal down early to record a 3-2 win at 
Macarthur, an own goal being cancelled out 
by Jim Ioannou and Steve Christofiridis 
adding a couple more to help the youthful 
Berries plunder three valuable points. 

Bankstown caught up twice with the 
Fairfield Bulls in their exciting 3-3 tussle at 
Nineveh Field. 

Central Coast and Leichhardt remain 
unbeaten as is Bankstown, with Blacktown 
and Canterbury applying the early pressure. 


Om Faaannaw 
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SCORERS 
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Leichhardt v Easts 

St George v Blacktown 
Bonnyrigg v Parramatta 
Macarthur v Cant-Marr 
Penrith v Central Coast 
Manly Warr v Sutherland 
Bankstown v Fairfield 


NSW SOCCER FEDERATION 


Super League 


Kick-off times — 7.00pm (1st Grade), 5.00pm (U215s), 
3.00pm (U18s) unless otherwise stated 


Saturday 12 February 2000 
Penrith Panthers v Sutherland Sharks 
Andrew Road Field 


Fairfield v Manty Warringah 
Nineveh Field 


Central Coast v St George 
Pluim Park 


Blacktown City v Bonnyrigg 
Gabbie Stadium 


Parramatta Eagles v Macarthur Rams 
Melita Stadium 


Eastern Suburbs v Bankstown 
David Phillips Field — 5.00pm (U18s) 
Sunday 13 February 2000 
Canterbury Marrickville v Leichhardt 
Henson Park 


Eastern Suburbs v Bankstown 
David Phillips Field — 6.00pm (1st grade), 4.00pm (U21s) 


Catch all the latest news on 
football in NSW in Super Soccer — 
OUT 10 February! 


WWWw.soccernsw.com.au 
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National Youth League 1999/2000 


NORTHERN DIVISION CROUND 20) 


SATURDAY 5 FEBRUARY 2000 

Northern Spirit ........... 4 .. Newcastle Breakers Colts......1 
(A Griffiths 23, Monie 24, 35, (Hughes 79) 

MacRae 26) 

Northern Spirit Colts ......1...Sydney United ........0:0600.3 
(scorers name not available) (scorers names not available) 
Marconi Stallions Colts ....1...A.LS. ......+0+4+ 
(Manuel 24) 

Wollongong Wolves Colts ..0.. 


(Johnson 22, Parisi 29) 
-Marconi Stallions . 
(Mondello 9, 35, Gul 5 
89 Severino 70, 75, Lettieri 72) 


Wollongong Wolves Colts 16:0 % 1 


F= matches were completed on Saturday in Sydney’s 


148 71 2 


oppressive weather conditions. The summer has been very 

cool to date but temperatures in the 30’s ensured that all 
participants, both on and off the field, earned their post match 
drinks. 


The Northern Spirit scored all their goals in the first half to secure a 
convincing 4-1 win over the Newcastle Breakers Colts at Christie Park. 
‘The Breakers were held scoreless in the first half but finally managed to 
crack the Spirit defence in the 79th minute courtesy of an Adam Hughes 
goal. 


For the Spirit, Adam Griffiths opened the scoring after 23 minutes and 
within three minutes it was 3-0. James Monie and then Todd MacRae 
finding the net in the 24th and 26th minutes respectively: Monie 
completed his double in the 35th minute to end the scoring for the hosts. 

Also at Christie Park, Sydney United defeated the Northern Spirit 
Colts by 3-1. 

Despite a three hour bus ride to Marconi Stadium, the A.I.S. had 
enough left in their tank to hold on to a 2-1 victory over the Marconi 
Stallions Colts. The A.LS. are yet to find top form with their new squad 
but are always a threat in the National Youth League. 

‘The goalscorers for the Institute were Mitchell Johnson in the 22nd 
minute and Franco Parisi in the 29th minute. Ryan Manuel registered 
the lone goal for the Stallions after 24 minutes. 

The visiting Marconi Stallions handed the Wollongong Wolves Colts 
an 8-0 thrashing. After a sluggish start to their campaign, the Stallions 
have steadily improved and have recorded six wins from their past seven 
matches to find themselves in contention for a top four place. 

Anthony Mondello scored a double for the victors as did Daniel 
Severino. Severino’s double gives him 10 goals for the season. Daniel 
Lettieri scored after 72 minutes before target man Kevo Gulesserian 
stole the limelight when he completed his hat-trick a minute from time. 

On Sunday, Sydney Olympic maintained their top two position on the 
table by convincingly beating the NSWIS 6-1. Sydney Olympic took the 
lead in the 24th minute courtesy from an own goal by Shane Lockhart. 
Dylan Macalister scored his first of three goals for the home team in the 
42nd minute. His second came in the 78th minute and he recorded a 
well-deserved hat trick in the 87th minute. Lee Miot and Dimitri 
Nicolaou also netted goals for the home team in the 52nd and 55th 
minutes respectively. NSWIS’s solitary goal came from Nick 


Stavroulakis in the 70th minute. 

Elsewhere in Sydney, Parramatta Power continued their impressive 
form by beating the Sydney Olympic Academy 5-0 at Wentworth Park. 
Leading 2-0 at half time with goals to Ahmed Elrick and John Gibson 
the visitors continued the rout in the second half by netting three more. 

At Brandon Park in Wollongong, the Newcastle Breakers did their top 
four aspirations no harm by defeating the Wollongong Wolves 3-1. 

The Round 20 match between Sydney United Colts and QAS was 
played on 21 November 1999. QAS recorded a 2-1 victory. 


FRIDAY 11 FEBRUARY 2000 
Newcastle Breakers v Norther Spirit (Breakers Stadium - 5.15pm) 


SATURDAY 12 FEBRUARY 2000 
Parramatta Power v Sydney United Colts 
(Parramatta Stadium - 5.30pm) 
Wollongong Wolves Colts v Sydney Olympic Academy 
(Brandon Park No. 2 - 4.00pm) 
Q.A.S. v A.C.T.A.S. (Suncorp Metway Stadium - 4.45pm) 
Sydney United v A.S. (Sydney United Sports Centre - 4.00pm) 


SUNDAY 13 FEBRUARY 2000 
Marconi Stallions Colts v Marconi Stallions 
(Marconi Stadium - 4.00pm) 
Newcastle Breakers Colts v Northern Spirit Colts 
(Breakers Stadium - 5.00pm) 
N.S.W.LS. vy Wollongong Wolves 
(Valentine Park - 7.00pm) 

Bye - Sydney Olympic 


SOUTHERN DIVISION CROUND 11) 
(In recess until Wednesday February 16) 


SUNDAY 6 FEBRUARY 2000 
Sydney Olympic ......... LGjaa NSWVE LS sie sincicciesinaae oval 
@ Macallister 42, 78, 87, (N Stavroulakis 70) 
L Miot 52, D Nicolaou 55, 
own goal S Lockhart 24) 
Wollongong Wolves ...... -1...Newcastle Breakers ..........3 
@ Aldridge 54) (P Juchniewicz 30, R Angievski 45, 

H Simpson 57) 
Sydney Olympic Academy ..0.. Parramatta Power .... fist 

(A Elrich 22, J Gibson 24, 85, 

S Dixon 54, D Townsend 80) 

Bye -A.CTAS. 
“Pp W OD Bye L F A Pts 

Parramatta Power 9 1443 1 2 S415 45 
Sydney Olympic Seto) 13063) alin 3: $5245 42: 
Northem Spirit ibe jby ws] Bl RI eh ey) 
QAS, 182 12 ol eS ssh ons 
Marconi Stallions Be OGee lame S) 427235033) 
ALS. Di Ue Pell BP BEER 
Newcastle Breakers yg ats i Nee SL ere IR) ail 
Sydney United 17 OT, 7) 2813288 
Wollongong Wolves a9 852) 9! eo es: 
ACT.AS. 1 6 6 2 6 2% 37 24 
Sydney Olympic Academy 1B 7k 1 Zee 0) 3560822 
Newcastle Breakers Colts 9/06 12 ile 2939) 20) 
NS.WLS. Ae SiS ne 28 9 28420; 15) 
Northern Spirit Colts A 3p i219 47 15, 
Marconi Stallions Colts ree BI CM TL GPA AS Bgl ae) 
Sydney United Colts The feo) eed. 153429 

PWD? ee Ave 
Carlton Mh 19: 21-0) 66 
VIS WB) (0, 3 (St 9 
Bulleen Inter Kings Ieee ® Sass ~ 30/208 22 
Melbourne Knights Jd? $4) 2 Ma oN 
South Melbourne 10) S10) S26 12 5 
Gippsland Falcons 0 4°.3 <3 ip le Js) 
South Dandenong 434 5% 35 
Fawkner Blues pal rae pet h h] 12 24 12 
Albury Wodonga BS ERE: OF G16, 37 eae 
Melbourne Knights Academy Dy AOS 716 6 
Preston Lions Wok FA 8 Be 4 


‘Andrew Mashoian South Melbourne _ 
Angelo Motsiopoulos Carlton, 

Albury Wodonga 
Carlton 

Bulleen 

Carlton 

VIS 


David Martin 
Ace Stojcevski 
Xhezair Sulimani 
Deniz Ekici 
Naum Sekulovski 


18 


South Melbourne's Tass Psonis wins possession. 
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SasGiiDinzantse'cf the AIS climbs high above the pack 


— 


ROUND 13 


WEDNESDAY 16 FEBRUARY 2000 
Fawkner Blues v Melbourne Knights Academy, (CB Smith Reserve, 6.30 pm) 


SATURDAY 19 FEBRUARY 2000 
South Dandenong v Albury Wodonga, (George Andrews Res, 4 pm) 
Gippsland Falcons v South Melbourne, (Falcons Stadium, 4 pm) 


SUNDAY 20 FEBRUARY 2000 
Melbourne Knights v Bullen Inter, (Knights Stadium, 3.30 pm) 


MONDAY 21 FEBRUARY 2000 
Carlton v VIS, (Anderson Park, 7.30 pm) 


Preston Lions v Bye 


assw (8) 


AUSTRALIAN SCHOOLBOYS 


Schoolboy ‘Cour of Fiji 


he Australian Schoolboys “A” team 
( j returned last week from their four 

match tour of Fiji. All four matches 
were against the Fiji Under 20 team. 

Considering that the Australians were virtu- 
ally an under 18 side they did remarkably well 
in the circumstances. In total the Australians 
played four matches, the first two in Nadi and 
the final two in Suva. 

‘The first match ended in a 1-1 draw with the 
sole Australian goal scored by Orhan Dincer in 
the first half. 

In the second match the Australian 
Schoolboys “A” team was defeated by a full 
strength Fiji Under 20 team 2-3 in a rugged 
encounter at Nadi’s Prince Charles Park. 

Goals were scored by Matthew Low and 
Nick Budin in a sometimes spiteful and physi- 
cal match which saw a number of the 
Australians replaced with injuries — fortunate- 
ly of which none were serious. 

“The lads are finding it difficult in the 30 
plus heat and tired in both matches mid-way 
through the second half,” said media liaison 
officer Richard Beazley. 


James Kemp: The Newcastle Breakers Youth 
team captain was the Player of the Tour. 


“However they continued to play well under 
the conditions.” 

The final two matches weré played in Suva 
against the Fiji Under 20 side and both resulted 
in narrow 0-1 losses. 

“Whilst the records will show that out of the 
four matches they had one draw and three loss- 
es the “A” team concept has proved to be a 
positive one.” Beazley noted. 

“The matches that we lost were only by the 
single goal and the last match was played in 
heavy rain and muddy conditions, 

“Selecting an “A” team in addition to the 
full Austratian squad provides an opportunity 
for talented players to represent Australia and 
undertake overseas tours.” he continued. 

“Between the two squads, they have played 
1| full internationals over the past five months. 
This is excellent experience.” he ended. 

The Player of the Tour was Newcastle 
Breaker’s youth team captain James Kemp 
closely followed by team Captain Nathan 
Woodbridge (Qld), The Players’ Player was 
Adelaide Force’s Nick Budin. 


Match Two: Australia A v Fiji U20s in Nadi on 22/01/2000 


Nick Budin: The Player's Player. Result: 2-3 (Low, Budin) 


Starting lineup: Minter, Woodbridge, Kemp, Morgan, Thompson, Lucchesi, Gleeson, 


Oberle, Low, Dincer, Vink. 


Subs used: Negrepontis, Budin, Fotiadis, Banks, Lipman, 
Match Three: Australia A v Fiji U20s in Suva on 24/01/2000 


Result: 0-1 


Starting lineup: Minter, Woodbridge, Kemp, Bees Lipman, Oberle, Glee 


Fotiadis, Low, Banks, Vinh. 
‘Subs used: Thompson, Low. 


Match Four: Australia A v Fiji U20s in Suva on 25/01/2000 


Nathan Woodbridge: The team captain was a 
close runner-up. 


The Boys know their reading material. 


The Australian “A” TEThCODCTSH in their hotel the day before leaving for Fiji. 
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SOCCER WOMAN 


atildas midfielder Heather Garriock is 

enjoying what will be a rare weekend off 

at home in Sydney’s Campbelltown after 
spending her first five days as a Scholarship 
athlete at the Australian Institute of Sport in 
Canberra. 

The 17-year-old’s selection for a Scholarship, now 
also with five international caps under her belt, was 
the unlikeliest of scenarios just a year ago. 

Not that the livewire attacking left midfielder ever 
lacked the talent. Garriock was one of the youngest 
around when she competed im the inaugural Ansett 
Summer Series national league season of 1996/97. 
She was flagged as a future hopeful when named in 
the 1998 National Train-On Squad. 

But it’s no secret Garriock had a reputation as 
something of a ‘wild child’, and it was this unsavoury 
attitude and behaviour which remained the barrier to 
her achieving her obvious potential. 

It reached the point where she was dropped from 
the NSWIS Squad in January 1999, after the first 
national league game back following the Christmas 
break by then coach Jean-Paul de Marigny. 

The much reformed Garriock of today openly 
admits in hindsight that those were heady days, and is 
now thankful that she was given the push. 

“T was shattered. I didn’t see it coming. 1 was 
pretty angry. But looking back, it was the best thing 
for me. I was around the wrong group of people and 
I needed to sort my life out. He'd said I'd gone off 
the rails, needed a fresh start with a different set of 
people. When I think back, I don’t think any other 


SMYRNIS & CO 


Solicitors and Public Notary 


By Janene Mar 


GARRIOCK’S CHANGE 
FOR THE BETTER 


coach except JP would have dropped me. JP and I 
had coffee last week and had a chat, and I thanked 
him.” 

At the time, the teenager's frustration almost saw 
her lost to the game, those closest to her finally 
managing to rescue her from quitting altogether. “I 
was going to give itup, I had thoughts that I can’t do 
this, it’s no use me working hard, as 1 had no chance 


Heather Garriock: Scholarship at the AIS. 


of making the Australian Team for the 2000 
Olympics. But I took advice from mum and 
dad and my boyfriend. Dad said I should play 
fora club.” 

That club was Marconi, where she had 
played Reserye Grade two years previous 
before making the ITC Squad, although she 
admits they were probably a bit ‘iffy’ about 
taking her on this time, 

After a sluggish initial start, Garriock 


@ Are you in trouble with the Federation an 


have to appear before one of their tribunals? 


@ Do you have a dispute with your current 


Club/Team? 


@ Do you need assistance in relation to your 


contract negotiations with a soccer club? 


If your require assistance in relation to any of 
the above then please call Mr Andrew Smymis 


who has over 15 years experience in 
appearing before tribunals and assisting 


players, coaches and clubs in relation to their 


contract matters. 


@ Please feel free to call us for an obligation 
free quote on these and all your legal needs. 


continued the 1999 WSL season in spectacular 
0 | form, helping the club to reach the grandfinal. 
Not only did she end the year as Marconi’s top 
goalscorer, but was to receive the coveted 
accolade of NSW WSL Player of the Year. 

“T started to get really confident. Tanny 
(Anissa Tann-Darby) helped me heaps. She 
told me I was good enough to play for 
Australia. Not that I believed her - she was 
probably just saying that. Then when I found 
out she was coaching State 19s, 1 wanted to 
prove to her and Tanz that I am a good player.” 

Keeping to her word, she followed up with 
‘impressive displays at the National Youth 
Championship in Darwin last September, then 
the. 1999/2000 national league season. 
Garriock was back on track, her trademark 
skills now well supported with hard work on 
the field, and most importantly, a much more 
mature approach to the game. She soon came 


Smyrnis & Co - Solicitors 


back under the attention of coach Chris Tanzey, 
the timing impeccable with Darwin held a week 
before he was appointed National Coach. 


@ 91 Glebe Point Road, 
GLEBE 

Tel: (02) 9552 6288 

Fax: (02) $3660 7349 


KOGARAH 
Tel: (02) 9522 6288 


20 


@ ist Floor, 2-6 Regent St, 


Fax: (02) 9660 7349 


“During Summer League, the Australian 
Team players would come up Friday and they’d 
say ‘Make sure you play well - Tanz is coming 
to watch’. It picked me up and I really wanted 
to go for it.” 

Yet as encouraged as she was that Tanzey 
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was starting to notice her once again, Garriock never 
imagined what was about to happen. In mid-October, 
she was brought in to the AIS for a week’s training, 
although that in itself is an opportunity Tanzey has 
afforded several players from around the country. A 
fortnight later, she was on the plane to China as a 
member of the Matildas to face the number two team 
in the world, 

“Tt was pretty sudden,” recalls Garriock. “I was 
only called into Canberra during Summer Series and 
at the end of the week he mentioned he’d like me to 
go to China, Towards the end of the 19s Nationals, 
the girls said Tanz was looking at me, but I never 
thought I'd get into the Australian Team, especially 
when a year before I'd been dropped from the NSW 


* Institute.” 


She was to make her international debut off the 
bench just 22 minutes into the first match, replacing 
Bridgette Starr who had suffered a broken nose. 
Impressive in her maiden performance, Garriock was 
named in the starting eleven in match two. 

“We were all kind of warming up when Tanz 
called out “Heather, you're on’ and I laughed Yeah, T 
didn’t believe him. I couldn’t believe 1 was going on 
when there were others that could play that position. 
I was nervous and kind of swallowed my tongue. 
Then when I knew I was starting (the second game), I 
was more nervous and didn’t play as well.” 

Garriock returned straight home to Sydney from 
China and despite her promising first performances in 
the green and gold, she was uncertain where, if 
anywhere, this was to lead. Tanzey kept in touch 
with her parents, but it was four weeks before she 
herself received a phone call. Garriock was a ‘good 
chance” for the Australia Cup in January and in 
contention for a full AIS scholarship. 

“Before that (call), I didn’t think I was a chance. 
So I was pretty happy about it.” The scholarship was 
confirmed to her near the end of the Australia Cup. 


Jean-Paul de Marigny: His advice got 
Garriock back on track. 


“My family and my close friends are all ecstatic, 
teally happy for me. I’m at Macarthur today, my 
local association, and everyone's congratulating me. 
It’s a really good achievement, especially being so 
young.” 

The second youngest of five children, Garriock 
first took up soccer at age six in a local boys’ team, 
encouraged by her father. A natural athlete, Garriock 
excelled in cross country running despite never 
specifically training for the event and reached the 
Schools National Titles. It was a passtime she gave 
up after Year 8 to concentrate on soccer. 

Garriock attributes much of her success to her time 
under coach Kelly Cross at the Westfields Sports 
High renowned soccer program. “If I didn’t go to 
Westfields, I wouldn't be the player I am now. Kelly 
Cross made my technique, the way I play.” 

After leaving at the end of Year Ten - “school was 
not my thing” - Garriock gained an office traineeship. 
She soon grew to love the new responsibility of 
working and learning, a situation which no doubt also 
helped her soccer. Garriock has just completed her 
traineeship before the move down to Canberra, 

Outside soccer, she enjoys the beach, spending 
time with her boyfriend, and watching him play 
Tugby league. More things she'll see little of whilst 
in Canberra. 

Garriock would likely have toured Holland with 
the Australian Youth Team in late 1998 with Tanzey 
but ruled herself unavailable, her family unable to 
afford the large monetary expense. “I really just took 
that one on the chin. It bothered me a bit, but I 
understood it from mum and dad’s point of view, as 
the year before they had paid for me to go to the USA 
with the Australian Schoolgirls.” 

Now after her first short week at the Institute, 
Garriock is not getting carried away with her sudden 
and unexpected rise to the Matildas ranks. It has 
been thrust upon her just how hard it is at the top. 
‘The youngster managed to turn her life around for the 
good, but now she has made it to a scholarship with 
eight months to go before the Olympic Games, she 
realises what a huge commitment is involved. 

“It’s just like a dream come true - I still can’t 
believe it now. If I do make the Olympic Team, it 
will be heaps exciting, but there’s still eight months 
of very hard work.” 

“It’s a hard program. I’ve only been there a week, 
so it's really hard for me. It’s really intense, and 
every session counts. | think I'll be able to do it, but 
being away from my family and boyfriend is hard. 
‘There are heaps of sacrifices, but in the end if it’s to 
play for your country and the Olympics, you’ll 
sacrifice anything.” 

“When you're playing for your national league 
team and you see the Australian girls going 
somewhere, you think how great that is. But once 
you do it yourself, you really see how much hard 
work it is. You don’t realise it till you get there.” 

“All the girls are really good, and treat you as they 
treat anyone. Sometimes I'll say things, then think 
that wasn't appropriate. The childishness comes out 
sometimes but that's me. But for sure I’ve changed.” 

“T’m never satisfied (with my game). I think I've 
got a lot to lear both on and off the field, but that 
only takes time. I suppose after these couple of 
months, I'll learn the basics of how he wants me to 
play. 
“I am looking at making the Olympics, but my 
goal for now is just to make the team for the Nigeria 
series, and if I do that, then the Pacific Cup.” 


ABsw (&} 


FAMOUS PHOTOS 


Have you had your photo taken with someone famous in soccer? 
Even if it happened years age, you can have the photo published in 
ABSW. Send photos to: 
The Editor 
Australian and British Soccer Weekly 
P.O. Box 155, Marrickville NSW 1475. 
Or E-mail the photo in JPEG format to 
soccerweekly@hotmail.com. 
*All photos will be returned 


STUMP THE EDITOR 


QUESTION from: QUESTION from: 


Roberto Alvarez Michael Levin 
Paradise Point, QLD Maitland, NSW 


Tn the 1994 World Cup in the USA, Brazil began the tournament with one captain and finish : Ray Houghton was a Liverpool favourite through the 80’s and early 90’s. On what day did he 
it with another. Who were the two captains and which one had a famous brother? play in his first ever Merseyside derby and why was it extra special for him? 


Roberto, Brazil's victorious captain was of course Dunga, But the original captain was Rai. The Ray played his first ever Merseyside derby in an FA Cup round five match on 21/02/88. He scored 
famous man in question is Brazilian superstar Socrates - who happens to be Rai’s big brother, ©) froma header off a John Barnes cross. 


QUESTION from: CORRECTION: 


Stephen Charles In the 25/01/00 edition of ABSW SARA AL-SAMAIL asked the following question: 


Geelong, VIC Who was the top goalscorer in qualifying for France 98 and in which game did he score seven | _ 
4 goals? 
In 1958 Brazil won the World Cup for the first time using what was then known as an innova- E - apt i ae was ES 
tive formation which revolved Abound Eactics ab mancllacetiiinwiiatmaettie @ tion? eel wai the details correct but named the wrong player. We named Ali Daei when in fact it was | 
Congratulations Sara! 


ee K ee ER ETUMPED®* * * * * * * 


Stephen, the Brazilians of ‘58 were the first to make the 4-2-4 formation a formidable one. 


Sco RE B 0) AR D tions of ABSW due to print deadiines. If they 
| ~~ sie | are not answered within two editions then I am Send your question to: | : 
reader per edition. ABSW 
ble. Ambiguous or deliberately misleading 


A catalogue is on its way to you. 
stumped. 
APPEL 
Important PO BOX 155, Marrickville 2204 
ABSW READERS questions will not be tolerated. or email to: 


THIS WEEKS THE RULES WIN a copy of the soccer video of your 
——— = Questions will be answered within two edi- choice if you can Stump The Editor. 
Due to fairness and lack of space pleas = 
_| limit your suggestions to ONE question pe Stump The Editor 
EDITOR rte | 
K Se a or fax on (02) 9550 9352 
soccerweekly@hotmail.com 
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AC MILAN 4 BARI 1 
). Wook Shevchenko’s brilliant 88th minute 
rike after a run from the halfway line was 
the pick of Milan’s goals, 
Tt capped a fine all round performance from the 
champions, who were helped by poor handling by 
Bari goalkeeper Francesco Mancini. 


REGGINA 1 BOLOGNA 0 
moted Reggina completed a double over 
Bologna following their win by the same score- 
line early in the season. 
Andrea Pirlo’s early strike gave the Calabrian side 
their fourth win of the season. 


PARMA 1 INTER MILAN 1 
Amt penalty decision in injury time gaye 
arma the chance to equalise through 
Argentine Hernan Crespo just as Inter appeared 
set for their first league win at the Tardini stadi- 
um in 10 attempts. Christian Vieri scored for 
Inter. 


TORINO 2 LAZIO 4 


azio were cruising at 3-0 up when Yugoslav 
Sinisa Mihajlovic was sent off for punching 
Torino striker Marco Ferrante. 

The home side fought back to 3-2 and hit the 
crossbar but Marcelo Salas calmed Lazio’s nerves 
with his 10th goal of the season to take the Rome side 
top of Serie A. 


LECCE 0 PIACENZA 1 
first away win of the season fer bottom club 
Piacenza stunned Lecce, who have climbed to 
mid-table in recent weeks, 
Massimo Rastelli scored the decisive goal with a 
header across the face of goal. 


AS ROMA 5 VENEZIA 0 
ninspired performance from French defender 
Vincent Candela helped Roma to their biggest 

league win of the season. 

He scored the first with a blistering drive from 25 
metres and had a hand in two other goals. Compatriot 
Bruno N’Getty put through his own net for his new 
club Venezia. 


VERONA 2 FIORENTINA 2 
A ‘cical match which should perhaps have 
abandoned when thick fog reduced visi- 
bility to just a few metres midway through the 
first half, 
Gabriel Batistuta was on target for the visitors with 
a free kick while former Fiorentina forward 
Domenico Morfeo scored both Verona goals. 


CAGLIARI 2 PERUGIA 1 
rugia had defender Sean Sogliano sent off 
after 27 minutes but still took the lead from a 


Parma’s Diego Fuser nods one over the head of Inter’s Javier Zanettl. The match ended 1-1. 


George Weuh 
es Turibo West Inter Milan AC Milan free 
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fake 


From then on Cagliari were in charge and complet- 
ed their second win of the season thanks to a brace of 
goals from Daniele Berretta. 


UDINESE 1 JUVENTUS 1 
nother display of Juve’s strength in the face 
f adversity. Carlo Ancelotti’s side were a 
goal down and a man down after Croat Igor 
Tudor was sent off in the 68th minute following 
Martin Joergensen’s first half goal. 
But Juve defender Ciro Ferrara headed home a late 
comner to give his side a point. 


fa. 


Andriy Shevchenko and Oliver Bierhoff 
relax after AC Milan's 4-1 win over Bari. 


RUSSO WRITES 


By Joe Russo 


n off-field issue is once again raising its | 

ugly head in Italy’s Serie A. Following 

the ‘Rolex watches gift to referees’ scan- 
dal, now we have the ‘racist banners in the sta- 
dium’ issue making all the headlines. 

In short, the sight of some profoundly racist 
banners is disturbing to both the civil and football 
authorities. There is simply no place for them in a 
Sporting stadium. 

Measures, such as stopping or suspending 
games, have been suggested by politicians and the 
Italian Football Federation (FIGC). 

In principle it seems that the idea is good - a 
sporting venue is no place for the extremists who. 
are not football supporters, 

However, as Roma coach Fabio Capello has 
pointed out, he is opposed to the idea of stopping 
or suspending matches because supporters of los- 
ing sides could pull out a banner if their side was 
losing. | 

The referee sees the banner and the game is | 
called off! It’s as simple as that. Other coaches, 
such as Marcello Lippi of Inter, strongly agree 
with the stopping or suspending of matches until 
the offending banner is taken down. 

And, what do the players think? Roberto | 
Mancini of Lazio and Antonio Conte of Juventus, | 

} both veterans of the Serie A, think that they should 
be totally ignored. No need to draw attention to or 
‘glorify’ in any way that sort of garbage, is their 
logic. 

Demetrio Albertini, AC Milan’s midfielder, 
believes that games should be stopped for a short | 

| while until the banner is removed. 

Whatever is finally decided, the bottom line is, 


| that the Stadium is a place to enjoy a football 
| match and not an avenue for hooligans or extrem- 
ists to draw attention to themselyes. 


t would be remiss of me not to acknowledge the } 
imminent arrival in Australia of Nicola Berti, 
Berti,who will play for Northern Spirit, is a for- jj 
mer Italian international midfielder who has 
played in two World Cups, 1990 and 1994, 
} To his credit he has 39 appearances for the jj 
‘azzumi’ and has even managed to score three 
goals for them. 

He-was a Parma junior who made his Serie A 
debut in 1985 with Fiorentina where he remained 
for three seasons. It was followed by nine seasons 
at Inter and with stints at Tottenham Hotspiif*and 
Alaves in Spain. 

His best season was surely the 1988/89 season 
when he was in his first year at Inter, Not only did 
he play in 32 Serie A games that season, but he 
also scored seven goals - his highest personal tally 
ever ina season, 

The icing on the cake that year was the 
Championship (Scudetto) for Inter under coach 
Giovanni Trapattoni. 

Inter won the Championship by a clear 1! 
points (they finished with 58) as their nearest 
} rivals, Diego Maradona’s Napoli finished way 
j back on 47 (two points a win also applied back | 

then). | 

His teammates that year included German inter- 
nationals Lothar Matthaus, Juergen Klinsmann and 
Andreas Brehme, as well as fellow Italian interna- 
tionals Giuseppe Bergomi, Walter Zenga, 
Riccardo Ferri, Giuseppe Baresi (Franco’s older 
brother) and Aldo Serena. Teams don’t come 
much better than that! 

Berti, who will tun 33 in April, hopefully will 
bring to Australia some of his experience from 
which the local players can benefit. 


WIMBLEDON 0 
EVERTON 3 


evin Campbell headed in two goals and 

erican Joe-Max Moore cleaned up with 

an easy third in a 10-minute second-half spell at 
Selhurst Park, 

Winbledon never looked like winning and could 

have been 1-0 down after just two minutes following 

a goalmouth fumble. Everton moved up to 10th place. 


MANCHESTER UNITED 3 


COVENTRY CITY 2 
ight of United's previous nine goals had come 
in the final 13 minutes but Andy Cole broke 


It stayed that way after a 52nd minute free kick 
when Frenchman Bernard Lambourde got behind the 
defensive wall and hooked the ball over goalkeeper 
Tan Walker. 


SOUTHAMPTON 2 
WEST HAM UNITED 1 


Ce Charles ensured Glenn Hoddle made a 
winning start as Southampton manager with 
an own goal four minutes from time. 

Before that, Marian Pahars had put the Saints 
ahead in the 54th and Frank Lampard equalised 11 
minutes later. Kickoff was delayed half an hour due 
to traffic congestion. 


Chelsea celebrate their 1-0 win at Tottenham leaves them undefeated against Spurs in 22 
outings. 


the trend by scoring in the 39th and 54th to take 
his season’s league tally to 15. 

Paul Scholes, starting for the first time this year, 
hit the third in the 7th. Coventry, with the meanest 
defence in the league, replied through Cedric Roussel 
in the 65th and in the final minute. The attendance of 
61,380 was a Premier League record. 


LIVERPOOL 3 
LEEDS UNITED 1 


Dietmar Hamann free kick that cannoned in 

35 metres after 20 minutes set the tone, 

with Liverpool deciding on a long-range approach 
to goal. 

Lee Bowyer’s diving header put the visitors back 
into the game but Patrik Berger and Danny Murphy 
made sure of the three points that left Leeds six 
points adrift of Manchester United. 


TOTTENHAM HOTSPUR O 
CHELSEA 1 


helsea went into the match unbeaten in their 
past 21 meetings with Tottenham. 


BRADFORD CITY 2 
ARSENAL 1 


rsenal should have banked three points from 
this and gone second in the league but strug- 
gling Bradford rejected the script. 

Dean Windass floated in a quick free kick for his 
100th league goal in the 10th minute but French strik- 
er Thierry Henry replied three minutes later. Dean 
Saunders rolled a shot under England goalkeeper 
David Seaman for the winner. 


SUNDERLAND 2 
NEWCASTLE UNITED 2 


idier Domi gave Newcastle the early lead with 
a deflected shot after saved attempts by 
Duncan Ferguson and Kieron Dyer. 

Glenn Helder then made it 2-0 with a header at the 
near post. Kevin Phillips, the league’s top scorer, 
saved the day for Sunderland with opportunist goals 
in the 22nd — after a long ball down the middle 
flicked on by Niall Quinn - and 82nd. 


Titi Camarra: Flicks one over the Leeds defence. Liverpool won 3-1. 


LEICESTER CITY 2 
MIDDLESBROUGH 1 


\ 1 esa conceded an own goal by 
ith O'Neill after just 90 seconds. Andy 
Impey made it 2-0 in the 41st with a shot hit low 
and from an acute angle that squirmed beneath 
Mark Schwarzer. 
‘Boro pulled a goal back through Andy Campbell 
in the S2nd, 


ASTON VILLA 4 
WATFORD 0 


Ww boss Graham Taylor made a senti- 
mental return to his former club and left 
with a headache, After a goalless first half, the 


game turned into a rout started by Steve Stone’s 
first league goal for the chub in the 47th. 

Paul Merson scored twice in two minutes and 
Richard Walker finished off in the 81st. 


DERBY COUNTY 3 
SHEFF WEDNESDAY 3 


‘ednesday looked like winners after leading 

3-1 but two last minute Derby goals by 

Craig Burley and Malcolm Christie dashed their 
hopes. 

The match turned when Georgian Georgi 

Kinkladze came on as a second half substitute for 
Derby, 


Newcastle's Didier Domi (right) celebrates with a teammate after scoring against Sunderland. 
The match ended 2-2. 
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UEFA CHAMPIONS LEAGUE .::.. 


T° top European soccer clubs 
want cash compensation 
whenever their players are 
unavailable because they are on 
international duty, Bayern Munich 
said last week. 

Bayern said in a statement the 
demand was one of several made to 
governing bodies UEFA and FIFA by 
the clubs from the G-14 group, which 
made headlines two years ago by trying 
to set up a breakaway Super League. 

The G-14 members — among them 
Bayern, Manchester United, Real 
Madrid and AC Milan — said 50 per- 
cent of the revenue made by the nation- 
al federations from internationals 
should go to the clubs, who would dedi- 


Bordeaux (France) 
Fiorentina (Italy) 
Manchester United (England) 
Valencia (Spain) 


‘TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 23 
Fiorentina 2 Manchester Utd 0 
Batistuta 25, Balbo 52 
Valencla 3 Bordeaux ° 
Farinos 60, Ilie 66, 

Gonzalez 88 


WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 8 
Bordeaux 0 Fiorentina 
Manchester Utd 3 Valencia 
Keane 38, Solskjaer 47 
Scholes 69 


WEDNESDAY, MARCH 1 
Manchester Utd v Bordeaux 
Fiorentina v Valencia 


TUESDAY, MARCH 7 
Bordeaux v_ Manchester Utd 
Valencia v_ Fiorentina 


WEDNESDAY, MARCH 15 
Manchester Utd v. Fiorentina 
Bordeaux v Valencia 


TUESDAY, MARCH 21 
Fiorentina Vv Bordeaux 
valencia Vv Manchester Uta 


Fiorentina 
Manchester Utd 
Valencia 
Bordeaux 


LEAGUE, 


GROUP D 


Feyenoord (Netherlands) 
Olympique Marseille (France) 
Lazio (Italy) 

Chelsea (England) 
WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 24 

Marseille 0 Lazio 
Stankovic 64, 
Conceicao 78 


Feyenoord 
Julio Cruz 90 


Chelsea 
Babayaro 45 
Tore Flo 67, 86 


TUESDAY, DECEMBER 7 
Feyenoord 3 Marseille 
Cruz 72, 90 
Bosvelt 83 
Lazio 0 Chelsea 


TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 29 
Lazio v_ Feyenoord 
Marseille v Chelsea 


WEDNESDAY, MARCH 8 
Feyenoord Vv Lazio 
Chelsea Vv Marseille 


TUESDAY, MARCH 14 
Lazio v_ Marseille 
Feyenoord v Chelsea 


WEDNESDAY, MARCH 22 
Marseille v_ Feyenoord 
Chelsea v Lazio 


Feyenoord 
Marseille 


TOP EURO CLUBS WANT COMPE 


cate the money to schooling young tal- 
ent, 

“The demands are not only exces- 
sive, they are also utopian,” said 


_ German Football Federation (DFB) 


spokesman Wolfgang Niersbach. “The 
clubs are not ready to look further than 
their own interests.” 


The clubs also said there should be 
only two periods in the year during 
which national teams could take players 
away from their clubs for internationals 
— in the second half of October and 
from mid-May to June, 

The clubs told European body UEFA 
they wanted no European club competi- 
tion matches to be played during this 
year’s Sydney Olympics, from 
September 15 from October 2. 

Players should also be allowed to 
play in a European club competition for 
two different clubs during the same sea- 
son, the statement added, 

The latest noises of discontent from 
the top clubs came weeks after Media 
Partners, the company behind the failed 
bid to set up a European Super League, 


Sepp Blatter: Stiff warning. 


QUARTER FINALS 


First Leg — April 7 


Second Leg — Apnil 19 | 


SEMI-FINALS 
First Leg — May 3 


Second Leg — May 10 


NSATION 


said they were ready to launch another 
attempt to start a privately-run, elite 
competition. 

FIFA president Sepp Blatter last 
week issued a stiff warning to clubs 
tempted to join-a breakaway tourna- 
ment. 

“We must protect the national associ- 
ations and the clubs against any 
attempts to create various leagues out- 
side of the existing Confederations, out- 
side of the FIFA family,” he said. 

UEFA killed the original plan by 
expanding the Champions League, 
offering clubs a greater slice of televi- 
sion and sponsorship revenue and 
increasing prize money. 


FINAL 


Wednesday, May 24 
At Stade de France 
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FIFA 


World Rankings 


(Valid until February 16) 


1 Brazil 69 Estonia 187 St Kitts & Nevis 
2 Czech Republic 70 Mali 138= St Lucia 
3 France 71 Honduras 138= Panama 
4 Spain 72 Gabon 140 Tahiti 
5 Germany 73 Guatemala 141. Benin 
6 Argentina 74 Burkina Faso 142 St VincenGr 
7 Norway 75 Bosnia-Herz. 143 Ethiopia 
8 ~— Romania 76 Nigeria 144 Maldives 
9 Croatia 77 ~=Cuba 145 Solomon Islands 
Mexico 78 lag 146= Andorra 
Denmark 79 Senegal 146= Rwanda 
England 80 Canada 148 Dominica 
Yugoslavia 81 Namibia 149= Antigua & Barbuda 
Waly 82 Kuwait 149= Cayman Isiands 
Portugal 83= Albania 151 San Marino 
Sweden 83= Northern Ireland. 152 Gambia 
85 Armenia 153 SriLanka 
86 Algeria 154 Lesotho 
87 Togo 155 Dominican Rep. 
88 China PR 156 Laos 
89= indonesia 157 Nepal 
89= AUSTRALIA 158. Yemen 
91 Guinea 159 Kyrgyzstan 
Fe 92 Oman 160. Mauritania 
j 93 Moldova 161 British Virgin Is. 
26= 94= Congo 162 Surinam 
26> 84= 1 Salvador 163= Bermuda 
28 96 Belarus 163= Niger 
29 97 Azerbaijan 165 Botswana 
30= 98 Wales 166 Chad 
30= 99° Haiti 167. Neth. Antilles 
32 100 New Zealand 168= Eritrea 
33 101. Mozambique 168= Cambodia 
4 102 Vienam SR 170 Palestine 
35 Republic ofireland 103 Kenya 171 Guyana 
36 Zambia 104 Singapore 172 Korea DPR 
37. Bulgaria 105 Liberia 173 Guinea-Bissau 
38. Egypt 105 India 174 Chinese Taipei 
39 Saudi Arabia 107 Qatar 175 C African Rep. 
40 Slovenia 108 Uganda 176 Macao 
41 Jamaica 109 Syria 177= Cape Verde Is 
42 Peru 10 Venezuela 177= Tonga 
43= fran 111 Lebanon “4792 Samoa 
43= leeland 412. Faroe Islands 179= Pakistan 
43= Trinidad&Tobago 113 Barbados 181. Philippines 
46= Hungary 114 Malawi 182 Cook Islands 
46= Uruguay 115 Jordan 183. PNG 
48  Switzerand 1t6 Malle 184 Vanuatu 
49 Cote d Ivoire 117 Malaysia 185 Brune! Darussalam 
50 Ghana 118 Mauritius 186 Puerto Rico 
51 Lithuania 149 Hong Kong 187 SaoTome¢ 
52 Korea Republic 120. Tajikistan Principe 
53 Angola 121 Sierra Leone 188 Equatorial Guinea 
54 UAE 122 Grenada 189 Bahamas 
55 Uzbekistan 123= Libya 190 Belize 
56 Finland 123= Luxembourg 191 Aruba 
57 Cameroon 123= Kazakhstan 192 Seychelles 
58 Japan 126 Liechtenstein 193 Nicaragua 
59 Congo DR 127 Myanmar 194 US Virgin Islands 
60 Thailand 428= Tanzania 195 
61 Bolivia 128= Swaziland 198 Turks and Caicos 
62= Latvia 130 Turkmenistan Islands 
62= Cyprus 131 Bangladesh 197. Somalia 
64 Costa Rica 132 Sudan 198= American Samoa 
65 Ecuador 433 Burundi 198= Mongolia 
66 Georgia 134 Madagascar 200= Guam 
67 Zimbabwe 135 Fiji 200= Montserrat 
68 FYR Macedonia 136 Bahrain 202 Anguilla 
Note: Teams inactive since 1001 a Deas Mec ae 108 
played yet do not appear in the table. 


evin Keegan said last week 

that Michael Owen’s ham- 

String injury might be a 
blessing in disguise for England as 
the Liverpool striker could 
approach the European 
Championship fresh from a short 
season, 

“T’ve talked with (Liverpool man- 
ager) Gerard Houllier about it. The 
general feeling through the media is 
that having seen the specialist it will 
be something like March,” said the 
England manager. 

“The main concern should be that 
when he does come back, whenever it 
is, he is ready to go on and play the 
game that he loves so much. 

“From England's point of view I 
suppose I could say that it may work 
to our advantage. 


azio’s Croat striker Alen Boksic 
L= last week he was shocked 

by a banner paying tribute to 
assassinated Serb warlord Arkan that 
was held aloft by fans at the recent 
Serie A game against Bari. 

“T'm feeling bad, really bad,” Boksic 
said. “I am angry and disillusioned, espe- 
cially since it was written by my fans.” 

Lazio fans unfurled a banner declaring 
“Honour to the tiger Arkan’ during 
Lazio’s 3-1 win in Rome's Olympic sta- 
dium. Fens also displayed a portrait of 
Ttaly’s wartime fascist dictator Benito 
Mussolini. 

Boksic did not play because of an 
injury, but said he would have walked off 
the pitch if he had been part of the squad. 

“I would have taken my shirt off and 
left the Olympic stadium,” Boksic said. 


OWENS INJURY 
SUITS ENGLAND 


Michael Owen: Blessing in 
disguise. 


FANS DISGUST BOKSIC 


Arkan was the “nom de guerre” of 
Zeljko Raznatovic, the former Serbian 
paramilitary leader, indicted for war 
crimes committed during fighting in 
Bosnia and Croatia in the 1990s, 


Alan Boksic: Would have 
walked. 


“T know that may sound a bit self- 
ish but if he comes back in March or 
April and starts to get really fit by 
early May then he should be firing on 
all cylinders by June and not finishing 
off a heavy season. 

“But from a football fan point of 
view you'd like him back on the pitch 
as soon as possible because he’s such 
an exciting talent, There just aren't 
many players around in the world like 
him.” 

Owen has had hamstrings problems 
since midway through last season and 
suffered his latest setback in a league 
game against Middlesbrough on 
January 22. 

Specialists believe the problem 
may be linked to his lower back and 
pelvis and have designed a series of 
exercises for him, 


He was shot dead in a Belgrade hotel 
earlier this month. 

Celtic crosses and swastikas have been 
regularly displayed at Lazio matches in 
recent months. 

Rome Mayor Francesco Rutelli, a for- 
mer Green now a member of the centre- 
left Democrats party, said the behaviour 
of the fans had now become an issue for 
the police. 

But Alessandra Mussolini, 2 member of 
parliament and the dictator's granddaughier, 
said she stood right behind the Lazio fans. 

“Lm a Lazio fan too,” she said. “Did 
they want fo compare Arkan with my 
grandfather? I don’t think so. Anyway, it 
doesn’t bother me. On the contrary, I'm 
very pleased,” Mussolini said. 

Inciting racism and displays of support 
for fascism are outlawed in Italy 


$10 gaillion daa 


talian sportswear 
company Diadora 
id Inst week it 


club for three years 
Starting from next sea- 
son when Aston Villa's 
contract with Reebok 


“With the sponsorship 


of Aston Villa, together 
with Italian (teams 
Roma, Udinese and 
Bologna as well as many 


other European clubs, 


Last week, Aston 
Villa signed a $65 mil- 
lion deal with cable 


helsea manager 
Gianluca Vialli, 
who said last May 


that he believed his playing 
days were over, seems to 
have had second thoughts, 

The English Football 
Association confirmed last 
week that the 35-year-old 
Italian had re-registered him- 
self as a first-team player on 
January 20 and would be 
able to play for the rest of 
the season, 

Vialli played a full 90 
minutes as centre-forward in 
a reserve team game against 
Leicester City recently a 2-2 
draw, and could even be 
available now for Chelsea’s 
future Champions League 
matches this season. 

The match was Vialli’s 


Gianluca Vialli: He's 
back. 

first full appearance since a 
game against Derby County 
in May last year when he 
said Chelsea needed a good 
manager more than a 35- 
year-old striker and that he 
would only play in an emer- 
gency. 


AUSTRALIAN AND BRITISH SOCCER WEEKLY — FEBRUARY 8, 2000 


IZZET ACCEPTS TURKEY INVITATION 


eicester City midfielder 
Lie Izzet confirmed 

last week he intends to 
play for Turkey in this sum- 
mer’s European Champion- 
ships, 

‘The former Chelsea trainee had 
promised the Turkish F.A. a deci- 
sion after the League Cup semi- 
final, second leg tie against Aston 
Villa at Filbert Street. But the 25- 
year-old jumped the gun and 
made up his mind even earlier. 

“T've spent the last few months 
wrestling with the biggest deci- 
sion of my life,” said Izzet, who 
had originally been hoping to play 
for England. 

“T've turned Turkey down 
twice before, and if I said ‘no’ 
again now it might have been my 
last chance of playing internation- 
al football. That’s something I'd 


TO JOIN 
JUVENTUS 


Enzo Maresca: “Chance of a lifetime.” 


Serie A leaders Juventus from English first divi- 
sion West Bromwich Albion (WBA), Italian 
media reported last week. 

Juventus have not released details of the transfer fee 
but reports said the Turin club paid around four million 
pounds ($6.5 million) — a record for the cash-strapped 
English club. 

Maresca is expected to begin training with Carlo 
Ancelotti’s squad today (Tuesday). No one was imme- 
diately available at WBA to comment on the reports. 

The 20-year-old Maresca has been impressive for 
WBA since arriving on a free transfer from Cagliari 18 
months ago. 

Last week Maresca said he would relish a move to 
one of Europe’s leading clubs. 

“T have enjoyed my stay with West Brom, but this is 
achance of a lifetime for me,” said Maresca, “Juventus 
are one of the few clubs I would have considered mov- 
ing to at this stage of my career, along with Manchester 
United and Barcelona.” 


[= midfielder Enzo Maresca is set to join 


Muzzy Izzet: Turkish National player. 


rtsmouth forward Steve 
Claridge could be charged 

with misconduct by the 
English F.A. after admitting that 
he bet on his struggling team to 


wina first division match. 
A Football Association 


spokesman said that the soccer body 
would be contacting Portsmouth “to 
establish exactly what has occurred 
there on the basis of Claridge’s com- 
ments.” 

‘The F.A. spokesman said the rules 
stated clearly that players “are only 
allowed to bet on licenced football 
pools”. 

Claridge was quoted in newspa- 
pers as admitting that he and four 
other players had bet 250 pounds 
($625) at odds of 3-1 against on his 
side, last but one in the division, 
beating third-placed Barnsley. 

Portsmouth won 3-0 with Claridge 
Scoring a hat-trick in the team’s first 
win in 14 league games. 

“I didn’t know that I had done 
anything wrong. We were all back- 
ing ourselves to win the game,” 
Claridge said. 

“Tt was just a bit of fun and there 
was nothing sinister or underhand in 
itatall.” 
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have regretted for the rest of my 
career,” Izzet admitted. 

Although he has had no direct 
contact from England coach 
Kevin Keegan, Izzet decided his 
lowly position in the pecking 
order prevented any realistic 
chance of breaking into the 
England squad for Euro 2000. 

“But now I’ve made up my 
mind to play for Turkey I’m look- 
ing forward it it, as long as J get it 
in writing and confirmed proper- 
ly.” 

Tzzet, who was born in London, 
qualifies for Turkey because his 
father, Mehmet, was born there, 

“One of the reasons I rejected 
the Turkish F.A. in the past was 
because there was a requirement 
to undertake national service 
first,” he added. 

“But they’ve now dropped that 


condition, which means I'd be 
instantly available.” 

Since former Chelsea manager 
Glenn Hoddle sold him to 
Leicester for $1.63 million nearly 
four years ago, without giving him 
a single first-team opportunity at 
Stamford Bridge, Izzet has estab- 
lished himself as one of the most 
consistant midfield performers in 
the Premier League. 

“It would have been nice to 
have been given the chance at 
Chelsea after coming up through 
the ranks,” he said. 

“But I've no regrets because 
my career has taken off since join- 
ing Leicester.” 

Turkey have been grouped with 
Italy, Belgium and Sweden in 
Euro 2000 which takes place in 
Belgium and the Netherlands in 
June and July. 


Claridge added that a lot of play- 
ers bet on themselves to score the 
first goal in matches. 

“It’s not five Middle Eastern or 
Malaysian businessmen coming over 
and putting a fortune on,” he said. “I 
don’t think we can retire on 50 
pounds each at 3-1.” 

Betting is a sensitive subject in 
football, with allegations of match- 
Tigging surfacing periodically around 
the world. 

English football has been a target 
for Asian betting syndicates in the 
past, most recently with a foiled plot 
to rig the result of a game last 
February by blacking out Charlton 
Athletic’s stadium during a match. 

By forcing the game to be called 
off at a point when the score benefit- 
ted the syndicate, they stood to make 

Former Liverpool goalkeeper 
Bruce Grobbelaar admitted in court 
in 1997 that he had forecast the 
results of matches for a Malaysian 
businessman for use in Asia. 

Grobbelaar, the businessman and 
two other players were subsequently 
acquitted of charges of trying to fix 
Premier League matches in two 
high-profile court cases. 


Martin O'Neill has spoken to Stan but no for- 
mal arangement has been done. 

“These things go up and down and you 
never know if it will happen until it 
does,” said Elsom. 

Collymore was once 
Britain’s most expensive 
footballer when Liverpool 
paid 8.5 million pounds 
($21.25m) for him in 1995 
but his career has gone down- 
hill fast since then. 
Collymore was loaned to first 
division Fulham earlier in the season 
and Gregory has said he has no future at 
Villa. 

The player’s agent had said earlier that 
Collymore wanted another chance at Villa. 


ston Villa’s controversial striker 
As Collymore is set to sign for 

Premier League rivals Leicester 
City, Villa manager John Gregory 
said. 

“As far as I’m concerned, I 
think the deal with Leicester is 
done and it should go ahead,” 
Gregory said after Villa’s 1-0 
League Cup semi-final defeat 
to Leicester. 

However, Leicester chairman 
John Elsom, asked about the possi- 
ble transfer of a player who has been 
linked to numerous clubs since falling out 
with Villa, denied that a deal was imminent. 

“T don’t know how John Gregory would 
know that,” he said. 

“I think it’s been known in the press that 


Stan Collymore: Another move. 


APANESE SEEK GERMAN GUIDANC 


apanese soccer club Cerezo 

Osaka have turned to German 

giants Bayern Munich to 
improve their fortunes, 

The two clubs have signed a three- 
year consultancy contract in which the 
Japanese will attempt to recreate the 
Bavarians’ management and financial 
structure and develop a larger fan base 
in the city and region. 


ewcastle striker Alan 
Nee proved a point to 
more than just Blackburn 
Rovers fans by scoring the two 
goals that knocked his former 
club out of the F.A. Cup last week. 

The England captain, a hero at 
Ewood Park when Blackburn won 
the league championship in 1995, 
scored 112 league goals in 132 
games while at Blackburn — but the 
two he scored for Newcastle in their 
2-1 win did nothing to endear him- 
self back to the fans who once 
cheered his name. 

He was verbally abused by the 
home fans throughout the game but 
those goals were not only the perfect 
answer to their taunts but also to the 
critics who claimed earlier in the 
season his best days were behind 
him. 

After scoring his 21st goal of the 
season, and the seventh in his last 
eight games, the usually guarded 
England skipper allowed himself a 
tare moment of self-congratulation 
by attacking the supporters that had 


“The mission of Cerezo is to 
provide joy and dreams to 
the society through sport,” 
the club said in a state- 
ment to announce the 
deal, which runs until 
January 31, 2003. 

“To do this we must 


barracked him. 

He said: “The Blackburn manager 
Tony Parkes told them not to wind 
me up because he knew what they’d 
get if they did. 

“Thankfully, I’ve done it. I don’t 
get any pleasure in proving people 
wrong, I just go out and do my job.” 

His goals set up a quarter-final tie 
at first division giant-killers 
Tranmere Rovers but Shearer admits 
he has already got his sights set on a 
third consecutive trip to Wembley, 
and the chance to make amends for 
Newcastle’s defeats in the last two 
Cup Finals. 

And if Newcastle do win the cup, 
they will become only the second 
club to do so after losing two previ- 
ous finals. 

The only club ever to do that was 
West Bromwich Albion who lost the 
1886 and 1887 finals before beating 
Preston North End in 1888. 

“We've been there twice and let 
ourselves down each time. We know 
what the rollercoaster ride is like in 
this competition and we want to stay 


club and improve our perfor- 
mance to attain a world level 
so we will be loved by 
many fans.” 

The statement said 
Bayern was chosen 
because of their exper- 
tise in all areas, 

“Their club management 
is very stable, they have a 


NTED SHEA 
K TO HIS BEST 


Alan Shearer: “l do my job.” 
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“September. 


good relationship with their sponsors 
and supporters and their technical 
training is extremely advanced to pro- 
duce a supply of good young players. 

Cerezo joined the J.League in 1995. 
‘Their average home crowd at the 2002 
World Cup venue of Nagai Stadium in 
Osaka, Japan’s second largest city, 
stands at around 10,000. 


Ti 


in as long as possible. 

“There’s a long way to go. We 
mustn't get too excited. We've got a 
very difficult tie at Tranmere and 
before that we've some very impor- 
tant league games and that’s our pri- 
ority.” 

The current run of goals highlight 
a complete turnaround in Shearer’s 
form since Bobby Robson took over 
as manager at St James’ Park in 


UEFA CUP 


i 
& 


ii 


Under former manager Ruud 
Gullit the 29-year-old looked slug- 
gish and past his best with journal- 
ists claiming an old ankle injury had 
put an end to his glory days. 

But after scoring his 250th career 
goal at Blackburn, the man who 
holds 56 England caps revealed he 
believes his international and club 
career is far from oyer. 

“Getting to 250 goals is a good 
milestone, I’m very proud of it. A 
lot of hard work’s gone into it and 
hopefully there’s a few more to 
come.” 


HAMMERS WANT 
SHERINGHAM 


‘est Ham want are reported to 
want to lure Teddy 
Sheringham back to London, 


almost certainly giving him the chance 
of playing more first-team football than 
he currently gets at Manchester United. 

The former Spurs striker is currently 
involved in contract talks at Old Trafford 
but is said to be unhappy, at having to 
spend most of his time on the subs bench. 

Hammers boss Harry Redknapp told the 
Daily Mail: “Teddy is 4 class act and I've 
got to be interested in someone of his cali- 
bre.” 

Old Trafford chairman Martin Edwards 
is to speak to Sheringham’s agent about a 
possible Upton Park move: 

The 33-year-old, scorer in last season’s 
FA Cup and European Cup final in May, is 
also attracting attention from clubs in 
Portugal and Spain. 


Terry Sheringham: London move? 


ITALIANS BELIEVE 
REFS ARE CORRUPT 


ne in two Italians 
O: eve soccer 
referees are “par- 


tially or totally” corrupt, 
according to a poll con- 
ducted by sports ma; 
zine Guerin Sport 

The weekly also found 
that 41 percent of peo- 
ple polled believe refer- 
ees give preferential 
treatment to certain 
clubs, 

Only four percent do 
not believe recent sug- 

that referees 


Italy's e' 
badly damaged fast 
month after disclosures 


CHEAPEST PRICES TO 
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that some clubs had 
han out expensive 
Christmas gifts to match 


AS Roma admitted 
they had given gold 
Rolex watches reported- 

th 25 million lire 


ommenting 

Guerin Sportivo’s fi 
ings, match of 
Paolo Bergamo said: 

ngs show 

wrong in 
unications 
with the outside world 
and we will therefore 
have to work to create a 
different image.” 


our co 


Cyrille Pouget: Million dollar move to Marseille. 


COLOMBIA COACH FIRED 


AFTER 


he head coach of Colombia’s 
Tsien soccer team got the 

axe last week, two days after 
his team’s historic 9-0 loss to Brazil 
in the South American Olympic qual- 
ifying tournament. 

“T didn’t resign,” Javier Alvarez told 
reporters after a closed-door meeting at 
the Colombian Football Federation, 
making it clear he was ousted from the 
job he took just 13 months ago. 

“Life is full of blunders,” Alvarez 
said. 

He added, however, that blunders 
like the rout that Colombia's under-23 
team.suffered in Londrina, Brazil, were 
the sort of thing that happen only “once 
every 100 years.” 

Alvarez’s dismissal had been widely 
expected after the humiliating defeat, 
even though he had become something 
of a national hero earlier, when 
Colombia trounced Chile 5-1 in the 
same Olympic qualifying tournament. 

That match revived memories of the 


BETIS 


ormer Dutch national team 
Fe< Guus Hiddink took 

charge at Real Betis on a 
five-month contract last week. 

Hiddink, who has been out of foot- 
ball since being sacked by Real 
Madrid 11 months ago, takes over 
from Argentina’s Carlos Griguol, 
who became the fifth coaching casu- 
alty in the Spanish first division this 
term when he left the club. 

With Betis lying in 16th place in 
the table, Hiddink’s first target will 
be to steer the club clear of relega- 
tion, although he insisted he was set- 
ting his sights higher than that. 

“Betis, in my opinion and in the 
opinion of everyone here, are far too 
low in the table,” Hiddink said after 
presiding over his first training ses- 
sion. 

“We could look below us and say 
that we'll try to avoid relegation but 
teally we should be. looking up to see 
what we can still achieve this sea- 
son.” 

Hiddink has a wealth of experience 
of the Spanish league after spells at 
Valencia and Real Madrid either side 
of his four-year reign as Dutch coach. 

In his first two years at Valencia he 
guided the side to fourth place in the 
table, with a still respectable seventh- 
place finish in his third season. 

His tenure at Real Madrid was 
rather less successful as he was 
sacked in February 1999 just seven 
months after taking over from Jose 
Antonio Camacho. 


9-0 THRASHING 


national team’s 5-0 win over Argentina 
in September 1993. But as in 1993 — 
when a string of losses followed 
Colombia's moment of glory — the 
Chile match apparently infected 
Colombian players with a dangerously 
high dose of overconfidence, 

Alvarez himself has conceded there 
was a strong “mental factor” at play-in 
the mauling, which marked Colombia’s 
worst defeat in at least four decades, 

But in his remarks to reporters 
announcing his departure, he failed to 
spell out reasons for the loss, saying 
only, “Let’s not go in for any sporting- 
life butchery here.” 

It was not immediately clear who 
would succeed Alvarez and try to win 
Colombia a ticket to the 2002 World 
Cup. But Colombia will have the home 
advantage when it squares off against 
Brazil again in March. That game, in 
Bogota, will be Colombia's first cup 
qualifier. 


Javier Alvarez: Happier times. 


STOICHKOV 
TO COACH 


rmer Bulgaria striker 
Hristo Stoichkov is to 
become coach of Romania 


first division team Universitatea 
Craiova, his agent said last week, 

“Stoichkov will sign a contract 
next week with Universitatea 
Craiova, replacing Emil Sandoi as 
the team’s main coach,” Ioan Becali 
said. 

Becali did not disclose the finan- 
cial terms of the new contract for 
Stoichkov, 33, who retired from 
playing last year and is currently 
director of Bulgaria’s national 
teams. 


Hristo Stoichkov: Now 
coaching. 


The agent said Sandoi would 
continue as deputy to Stoichkoy, the 
former Barcelona striker who was 
voted European player of the year in 
1994 when he also led Bulgaria to 
the World Cup semi-finals. 


Guus Hiddink: Five-month 
tenure, 


# All times are Australian Eastern Standard Summer Time 


Tuesday February 8 Football 
English Premier League River Plate v Velez 
Sarsfiel 


Id 
Optus Vision (ESPN) 
1.00am-3.00am, 
(Saturday Moming) 


French Premier League 


English Premier League 
Replay last nights games 
Fox Sports 2 

dpm = 3pm 


National Soccer League 
ABC TV 


5pm -7pm 


National Soccer League 
Parramatta v Adelaide 
Optus Vision 

(C7 Sport 12) 
6.30pm-8.30pm 


English Premier League 


Arsenal v Liverpool 


Independiente v Racing 
Club 

Optus Vision (ESPN) 
Spm-Spm 


Futbol! Mundial 
SBS TV 
as Saturday February 

4pm 4.30pm English First Division 
9 Tranmere v Bamsiey 

Optus Vision 

(C7 Sport 13) 

1Gam-12pm 


Soccer Scene 
Fox Sports 
= 12pm -tpm 
Scottish Premier League 
Fox Sports 
1pm -3pm. 


UEFA 


Wednesday 
English FA Cup 
Round 5 Replay (LIVE) 
Fox Sports 


6.30am -9am 


Champions 


League 
SBSTV 
3.30pm - 4.30pm 


World Soccer 
SBS TV 
4.30pm -5.30pm 


English Premier League 
Show 


Fox Sports 
8.30pm — 10pm 


Argentine Football 
Boca Juniors v San 
Lorenzo 


Monday February 14 
English Premler League 
Arsenal v Liverpool: 


; English Premier League 
Optis Vision (ESPN) (Replay) 


SBS TV 
5.30pm — 6.30pm 


English Premier League 
Review 


Fox Sports 2 
5.30pm — 6pm 


(Thursday Moming) 


Argentine Football 
Boca Juniors v River 


Serie A (LIVE) 

Teams TBA 

Opius Vision (ESPN) 
am-4am 


2 

(Tuesday Morming) 
Tuesday February 18 
English Premier 
Middlesbrough v Aston 


Feyenoord v Roda JC 
(LIVE) 
Optus Vision (ESPN) 

» 3.55am-6am 

~ (Sunday Morning) 
Sunday February 13 


Northern Spirit v 
Newcastle (LIVE) 
Optus Vision 

(C7 Sport 13) 
7,30pm-9.30pm 


10.30am — 11,.30am 
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PREMIER LEAGUE 


Wimbledon 0 Everton 3, Aston Villa 4 Watford 0, 
Bradford City 2 Arsenal 1, Derby County 3 Sheffield 
Wednesday 3, Leicester City 2-Middlesbrough 1, 
Liverpool 3 Leeds United 1, Manchester United 3 
Coventry City 2, Southampton 2 West Ham United 1, 
Sunderland 2 Newcastle United 2, Tottenham 
Hotspur 0 Chelsea 1 


P WODLFA Pts 
1. Manchester Utd 23 16 5 2 56 28 53 
2. Leeds United ape LSecen Oe SSnanmeey 
3. Arsenal 2413-5 6 43 25 44 
4. Liverpool 24135 6 3721 44 
5. Chelsea 24°11 7 6 32 22) 40, 
6, Sunderland ZApS UEC" Tier39 edaur So) 
7. Tottenham Hotspur 24 10 5 9 34 28 35 
8. Aston Villa 2449 78 623 34 
9. Leicester City 24 10 4 10 3435 34 
10. Everton 24.8 9 7 40 34 33 
11. West Ham United 23 8 8 7 29 27 32 
12,CoventryCity 23 7 8 8 3227 29 
13. Newcastle United 24 7 7 10 41 41 28 
14, Wimbledon 24 6 108 3440 28 
15. Middlesbrough 23 8-4 11 25 33 28 
16, Southampton 22) 1 SP EL 5 
17. Derby County 24 6..6 12 26 36 24 
18. Bradford City 24 6 6 12 21 36 24 
19, Sheffield Wed 24 4 5 15 23 50 17 
20, Watford 24 4 2 18 21 54 14 
LEADING SCORERS 


21 - Kevin Phillips (Sunderland) 

15 - Andy Cole (Manchester United) 

14- Alan Shearer (Newcastle United) 

12 - Michael Bridges (Leeds United), Kevin 
(Campbell (Everton) 

11 - Dwight Yorke (Manchester United), Paolo Di 
Canio (West Ham United) 

10- Robbie Keane (Coventry City) 

9 - Dion Dublin (Aston Villa), Steffen Iversen 
(Tottenham 

Hotspur), Tony Cottee (Leicester City), Tore Andre 
Flo (Chelsea), Niall Quinn (Sunderland) 

8 - John Hartson (Wimbledon), Davor Suker 
(Arsenal), Thierry Henry (Arsenal), Marians Pahars 
(Southampton) 

7 - Muzzy Izzet (Leicester City), Nwankwo Kanu 
(Arsenal), Brian Deane (Middlesbrough), Michael 
Owen (Liverpool), Tim Sherwood (Tottenham 
Hotspur), Carl Cort (Wimbledon), Gary McAllister 
(Coventry City), Marcus Gayle (Wimbledon) 

6 - Rory Delap (Derby County), Hamilton Ricard 
(Middlesbrough), Titi Camara (Liverpool), Francis 
Jeffers (Everton), Emile Heskey (Leicester City), 
Pairik Berger (Liverpool), Gilles de Bilde (Sheffield 
Wednesday). 


P WDLFA Pts 
NATIONWIDE LEAGUE DIVISION ONE Rea iu es 3017 6 7 4820 57 
a RET 2. Barnet 30 16 8 6 45 32 56 
arnsiey U ipswich 2, Bolton urn 1, Crewe 
2 Birmingham 3, Fulham 1 West Brom 0, ae eB i SNEED 
Huddersfield 0 Portsmouth 1, Norwich 1 Walsall 4 Darlington og et 
Nottm 1, Forest 1 Man City 3, Port Vale 1 QPR 1, 5. Northampton 3 147 9 39 28 49 
Sheff Utd 3 Tranmere 1, Stockport 1 Charlton 3, 6. Harlepool 30 15 4 11 4031 49 
Swindon 0 Grimsby 1, Wolverhampton2 Crystal 7. Rochdale 299 137 9 3226 46 
Palace 1. 8.Peterborough 28:13 6 9 3937 45 

BW DL EA Pe mah iL 1017 (965048 
1. Charlton 2a 19 5-5) se5;29en) eo erm ed atous 
2. Man City Heo lat Paves ay ~ Woublles oie 
3 Ipswich 30 16 9 5 50.29 57 12-Cheltenham 29 126 11 3129 42 
4, Barnsley 30 174 9 59.44 55 13. Mansfield 2 126 11 3938 42 
5. Huddersfield 30 15 6 9 4732 51 14.Macclesfield 30:12. 612 41 41 42 
6. Wolverhampton 30 12 108 4034 46 15. Hull 29 10 8 It 30 28 38 
7, Birmingham 29 12 8 9 4234 44 16. Southend 30 10 7 13 41 47 37 
8. Fulham 29 10 127 2625 42 17.Brighton 30.9 9 12 3936 36 
9, Stockport 30 11 9 10 35 41 42 18.Lincoin 29 8 Il 43.47 35 
10. QPR 30 10 119 3936 41 19.LeytonOrient 29 8 7 14 28 36 31 
11. Blackburn 28 10 108 3633 40 20, Exeter 2 8 7 14 3245 31 
12. Bolton 28 109 9 3832 39 21. York 297 «9 13 2841 30 
13. Norwich 29 10 9 10 28 31 39 22, Shrewsbury 2 6 7 16 23.42 25 
14, Sheff Utd 30 10 8 12 3945 38 23, Carliste 9 5 7 172649 2 
15. Grimsby 30 10 7 13 34.49 37 24, Chester 30.5 4 212761 19 
16. Tranmere 29 10 6 13 3841 36 
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17. Crystal Palace GINO) 12 4384038 
18. Nottm Forest 30 7 9 14 3140 30 
19. West Brom 30 5 15 10 25 34 30 
20. Portsmouth 30.7 9 14 3545 30 
21. Walsall 30.7 9 14 33-47 30 
22. Crewe ~ 30-7. 8 15 3041 29 
23, Port Vale 28 6 10 12 32°38 28 
24, Swindon J0N3 TOG °21/51 iS 


NATIONWIDE LEAGUE DIVISION TWO 


Brentford 0 Notts County 2, Bristol City 3 
Chesterfield 0, Burnley 1 Bristol Rovers 0, 
Cambridge 1 Wigan 1, Colchester 1 Bury 3, 
Gillingham 3 Stoke 0, Luton 1 Bournemouth 2, 
Millwall 1 Oldham 0, Oxford 0 Blackpool 1, Preston 
2 Reading 2, Scunthorpe 0 Cardiff 0, Wrexham 1 
Wycombe 3. 


P WDLFA Pts 
1, Preston 28°17: 8 3 5225 59 
2. Bristol Rovers 2GNI8TSe 6 465359, 
3, Wigan 28 15 121 49 23 57 
4. Millwall 30 15 9 6 4431 54 
5. Burnley 28 149 5 40 24 SI 
6. Stoke 29 13.9 7 4029 48 
7. Gillingham 27:13:77 «47:33 «46 
8. Notts County 29 13:7 9 4130 46 
9, Brentford 30.12 7 11 3940 43 
10. Luton 29 11:7 «+1 41 41 40 
11. Wycombe 29 10 9 10 38 37 39 
12. Bournemouth 30 11 6 13 42 45 39 
13, Bristol City 29:8 147 3431 38 
14, Oldham 20 10 2" 31 35,857, 
15. Bury 27:8 #118 41 36 35 
16. Colchester 30.9 7 14 3958 34 
17. Wrexham 29 7 10 12 29 43 31 
18. Scunthorpe 297 8 14 2745 29 
19. Cardiff 29 5 11 13 27 40 26 
20. Reading 2 5 11 12 33 48 26 
21. Blackpool 29:5 10 14 31 48 25 
22 Oxford 29.6 7 16 24 46 25 
23. Chesterfield 29 4 10 15 17 34 -22 
24. Cambridge 274 9 14 33 42 21 


Darlington 2 Peterborough 0, Barnet 3 Cheltenham 2, 
Hartlepool 1 Shrewsbury 0, Hull 2 Brighton 0, 
Leyton Orient 2 Southend 1, Northampton 3 York 0, 
Plymouth 2 Carlisle 0, Rochdale 2 Chester 1, 
Rotherham 2 Macclesfield 1, Torquay 4 Halifax 0. 
Mansfield 1 Exeter 1, Swansea 2 Lincoln 1 


Excludes Monday games 


SCOTTISH PREMIER LEAGUE 


Hibernian 2 Rangers 2, Aberdeen 2 St Johnstone 1, 
Celtic 2 Hearts 3, Dundee United v Kilmarnock 
postponed, Motherwell 0 Dundee 3. 


P WODLE A Pts 
1. Rangers 20 163 1 5616 51 
2. Celtic 20 13.2 5 5620 41 
3. Dundee United Uo Se Sas 33) 3 
4, Motherwell POR ee se, 850) 35824, 
5. Hibernian 22, GEO) 7 34537 27, 
6, Hearts 207 5 8 31 30 26 
7, Dundee 20.7 2 IL 24 30 23 
& St Johnstone 205 6 9 W026 21 
9. Aberdeen 214 4 13 23 62 16 
10. Kilmarnock DO) 2 SE loa 2 oes 
LEADING SCORERS ° 


19 - Mark Viduka (Celtic) 

12 - Billy Dodds (Rangers, 9 for Dundee United) 

9 - Michael Mols (Rangers), Gary McSwegan 
(Hearts), John Spencer (Motherwell) 

8 - Jorg Albertz (Rangers), Nathan Lowndes (St 
Johnstone), Willie Falconer (Dundee), Kenny Miller 
(Hibernian) 

7 - Henrik Larsson (Celtic), Russell Latapy 
(Hibernian), Eyal Berkovic (Celtic), Rod Wallace 
(Rangers) 

6 - Jonatan Johannson (Rangers), Lee McCulloch 
(Motherwell), Lubomir Moravcik (Celtic), Colin 
Cameron (Hearts) 

5 - Dirk Lehmann (Hibernian), Christophe Cocard 
(Kilmarnock), Mixu Paatelainen (Hibernian) 

4 - Claudio Reyna (Rangers), Franck Sauzee 
(Hibernian), Stephane Adam (Hearts), Mark Burchill 
(Celtic), Joaquim Ferraz (Dundee United), David 
Hannah (Dundee United), Robbie Winters 
(Aberdeen). 


SCOTTISH LEAGUE FIRST DIVISION 


Airdrie 1 Inverness CT 4, Ayr 3 G Morton 2, 
Clydebank } Dunfermline 3, Raith 0 Falkirk 1, St 
Mirren 0 Livingston 2. 


P WOL F A'Pts 
1.St Mirren 23:14 5 4 5128 47 
2. Dunfermline 24 13.8 3 44 23 47 
3. Falkirk 25 135 7 44 33 44 
4. Livingston 23:12 6 S 42 28 42 
5. Raith 24 126 6 4229 2 
6. Inverness CT 24.8 8 8 40 36 32 
7. Ayt 24.8 § 11 29 34 29 
8.G Morton 24 6 5 13 36 45 23 
9. Airdrie 25 5 6 14 18 49 21 
10. Clydebank 24.0 4 20 1455- 4 


SCOTTISH LEAGUE SECOND DIVISION 


Hamilton 2 Arbroath 2, Ross County 2 Queen of 
South 2, Stenhousemuir 3 Clyde 4, Stirling 0 Partick 


2, Stranraer v Alloa postponed. 

P WODL FA Pts 
1, Clyde 21 116 4 31:18 39 
2. Alloa 19 7 10:2 +24 19° 31 
3. Ross County 209 47 B20 H 
4. Arbroath 227 9 6 3333 30 
5. Partick 223 6 8 B32 30 
6, Stranraer 22.6 WLS 29 24 29 
7. Stirling 22 8 4 10 41 39 28 
8. Hamilton 25165 38 9S 2504020) 
9. Stenhousemuir 21 7 = 4 «10 28 31 25 
10. Queen of South 22 5 4 13 26 46 19 


SCOTTISH LEAGUE THIRD DIVISION 


Brechin 3 East Fife 1, Cowdenbeath 5 Albion 0, East 
Stirling 0 Berwick 1, Forfar 4 Dumbarton 3, Queens 
Park | Montrose 1. 


PWODL 

1, Queens Park BUu75 426 

2. Forfar 21:10 8 3 42 24 3 
3. Berwick 21:10 6 5 3117 36 
4, Cowdenbeath 23 SLOT SaaS; 93582516 55 
5. East Fife 21:10 4 7 25 24 34 
6. Dumbarton 229 4 9 36 36 31 
7, East Stirling 21.7 4 «10:17 24 25 
8. Montrose 22:7 «4 «XII 25 34 25 
9. Brechin 21.6 3 12 26 35 21 
10. Albion 21S 5 HHS 45 


ITALIAN SERIE A 


AC Milan 4 Bari 1, Reggina 1 Bologna 0, Parma 1 
Inter Milan 1, Torino 2 Lazio 4, Lecce 0 Piacenza 1, 
AS Roma 5 Venezia 0, Verona 2 Fiorentina 2, 
Cagliari 2 Perugia 1, Udinese 1 Juventus 1. 


P WDLF A Pts 
1. Lazio mM 126 2 4019 42 
2, Juventus 2 11 8 1 2610 41 
3. AS Roma M 15 4 42:21 38 
4, AC Milan 2 10 8 2 4325 38 
5. Inter Milan 20 113 6 3718 36 
6. Parma 209 6 5 3122 33 
7. Udinese 2 8 5 7 3228 29 
8, Lecce 2 7 6 7 2128 27 
9. Fiorentina 20 6 8 6 223 2% 
10. Bologna 20 7 5 8 1619 26 
11. Bari 075 8 WW 26 
12. Perugia 27 2 i 1937 3 
13. Torino 0 5 6 9 2028 21 
14, Reggina 0 4 8 8 19 28 20 
15, Verona m4 5 N 1731 17 
16. Venezia 2 4 4 12 1735 16 
17. Cagliari 20 2 9 9 1930 15 
18. Piacenza 0 3 5 121125 14 


SPANISH PRIMERA LIGA 


Athletic Bilbao 2 Numnacia 1, Atletico Madrid 2 
Real Zaragoza, Barcelona 0 Alaves 1, Malaga 0 


Valladolid 0, Real Mallorca 2 Real Sociedad 1, Real 
Oviedo 1 Espanyol 0, Sevilla 1 Racing Santander 0, 
Rayo Vallecano 1 Celta Vigo 0, Deportivo Coruna 5 
Real Madrid 2, Valencia 3 Real Betis 1. 

P WODL FA Pts 
1. Deportivo Coruna 23 13 4 6 42 30 43 
2. Real Zaragoza 23 109 4 40 24 39 
3. Barcelona 23:11 5 7 43 29 38 
4. Celta Vigo 23-5 Ul 25 10)-31529535 
5. Alaves 23 105 8 26 25 35 
6. Athletic Bilbao 23.9 8 6 3434 35 
7. Valencia 2339 6 8 3225 33 
8. Real Madrid 2268595 38037933, 
9. Rayo Vallecano 23 10-3 10 38832 33 
10. Real Mallorca 23 9 5 9 31 31 32 
11. Numancia 238 7-8 32% 31 
12. Malaga 234 & 333.32 29 
13. Atletico Madrid 23 8 5 10 36 37 29 
14, Valladolid DOT wie Be 22005" 128 
15. Espanyol 23.7 6 10 32 34 27 
16. Real Oviedo 23.7 6 10 2437 27 
17. Real Betis PE) Eee leh PLM Si coke 
18. Racing Santander 23 6 8 9 35 34 26 
19. Real Sociedad 23 5 108 25 29 25 
20. Sevilla 23 4 8 Il 24 36 20 


Note: Teams on equal points are split initially by the 
results between the two teams and then on goal 
difference 


LEADING SCORERS 

21 - Salva Ballesta (Racing Santander) 

20 - Jimmy Floyd Hasselbaink (Atletico Madrid) 

18 - Savo Milosevic (Real Zaragoza) 

15 - Catanha (Malaga) 

12 - Raul Gonzalez (Real Madrid), Roy Makaay 
(Deportivo Coruna) 

11 - Diego Tristan (Real Mallorca), Victor Fernandez 
(Valladolid) 


9 - Rivaldo (Barcelona), Gaizka Mendieta (Valencia), 
Fernando Morientes (Real Madrid) 

8 - Ruben Navarro (Numancia), Dani Garcia 
(Barcelona), Juan Carlos Gomez (Sevilla), Pauleta 
Resendes (Deportivo Coruna), Dely Valdes (Real 
Oviedo), Joseba Etxeberria (Athletic Bilbao), 
Djalminha (Deportivo Coruna) 

7 - Miguel Angel Benitez (Espanyol), Luis Figo 
(Barcelona), Rodrigo Fabri (Valladolid), Juanele 
Castano (Real Zaragoza) 

6 - Patrick Kinivert (Barcelona), Valery Karpin (Celta 
Vigo), Finidi George (Real Betis), Alfonso Perez 
(Real Betis), Bolo Perez (Rayo Vallecano), Mario 
Turdo (Celta Vigo), Julio Salinas (Alaves), Manuel 
Canabal (Rayo Vallecano), Vassilis Tsartas (Sevilla), 
Jordi Ferron (Rayo Vallecano), Turu Flores 
(Deportivo Coruna), Pacheta Rojo (Numancia) 


GERMAN BUNDESLIGA 


SpVgg Unterhaching 1 Eintracht Frankfurt 0, 
Hamburg SV 0 Bayern Munich 0, SC Freiburg 2 SSV 
Ulm 0, TSV 1860 Munich | VfL Wolfsburg 2, 
Amninia Bielefeld 1 Schalke 04 2, Werder Bremen 2 
VEB Stuttgart 1, Bayer Leverkusen 3 MSV Duisburg 
0, Borussia Dortmund 0 Kaiserslautern 1, Hansa 
Rostock 0 Hertha Berlin 1 


P WODL FA Pts 
i,BayernMunich 18 11 4 3 33 13 37 
2. Bayer Leverkusen 18 10 7 1 32 18 37 
3. Hamburg SV gti SP i TU) ps 
4, Werder Bremen LSMES MEST” 5 S3GRZ5 29) 
5. TSV 1860 Munich 18 8 5 5 29 23 29 
6. Borussia Dortmund 18 7 7 4 24 14 28 
7. V§B Stuttgart SMeSr SS) 7) 9226200027 
8. Kaiserslautern 18 8 2 8 2230 26 
9. Hertha Berlin TSG) 7523, 28725 
10. Schalke 04 18 5 9 4 2321 24 
11. VfL Wolfsburg 18 6 6 6 24 31 24 
12. SC Freiburg 181655) 7e26- 2323) 
13. Unterhaching 1S 165 (5) 719820023 
14. Hansa Rostock 18 5 5 8 23 36 20 
15. SSV Ulm 1 5 4 9 1927 19 
16.MSV Duisburg 18 2 7 9 18 33 13 
17. Eintracht Frankfurt 18 3° 2 13 17 28 11 
18. Arminia Bielefeld 18 2 5 11 14 33 11 


LEADING SCORERS 

9 - Ebbe Sand (Schalke 04), Adel Sellimi (SC 
Freiburg) 

$ - Stefan Beinlich (Bayer Leverkusen), Marco Bode 
(Werder Bremen), Ulf Kirsten (Bayer Leverkusen), 
Martin Max (TSV 1860 Munich) 

7 - Jonathan Akpoborie (VfL Wolfsburg), Ailton, 
Claudio Pizarro (both Werder Bremen), Hans-Joerg 
Butt, Tony Yeboah (both Hamburg SV), Elber 
(Bayern Munich) 


DUTCH FIRST DIVISION 


Feyenoord 2 Roda JC Kerkrade 1 Ajax Amsterdam 3 
Cambuur Leeuwarden 1 Den Bosch 2, PSV 
Eindhoven 6 RKC Waalwijk 0, Fortuna Sittard 3 
Heerenveen 3, AZ Alkmaar 0 Willem II Tilburg 1 
Twente Enschede 1, NEC Nijmegen 2 Graafschap 
Doetinchem 3, Sparta Rotterdam 1 Vitesse Armhem 1, 


‘Utrecht 2 MVV Maastricht 0. 

P WODLFA Pts 
1.PSV Eindhoven 20 142 4 6117 44 
2. Heerenveen 20 13 2 5 3920 41 
3. Ajax Amsterdam 19 12 4 3 51 26 40 
4, Feyenoord 19 116 2 3619 39 
5. Vitesse Amhem 21 11 6 4 40 29 39 
6. Twente Enschede 19 107 2 35 19 37 
7. AZ Alkmaar 20 10 2 8 3735 32 
8. RKC Waalwijk 20 102 8 31 38 32 
9. Willem I Tilbug 19 9 4 6 31 34 31 
10. Roda JC Kerkrade 19 9 3 7 3025 30 
11, Utrecht 19° Se 1) 1030035125) 
12. Sparta Rotterdam 19 6 2 11 28 40 20 
13. Graafschap Doct. 21 4 8 9 25 34 20 
14.NEC Nijmegen 19 4 4 I1 23 38 16 


15. Fortuna Sittard 19 3 § 11 23 33 

16. MVV Maastricht 20 3 4 13 25 45 13 
17. Cambuur L. 19 2 4 13 1741 10 
18. Den Bosch 20.2 4 14 20 64 10 
LEADING SCORERS 


23 - Ruud van Nistelrooy (PSV Eindhoven) 

18 - Pierre van Hooijdonk (Vitesse Arnhem) 

Il - Mariano Bombarda (Willem II Tilburg) Richard 
Knopper (Ajax Amsterdam) Jan Vennegoor of 
Hesselink (Twente Enschede) Luc Nilis (PSV) 

10 - Brian Laudrup (Ajax) Nikos Machlas (Ajax) 
Anthony Lurling (Heerenveen) 

9 - John Bosman (AZ Alkmaar) Rick Hoogendorp 
(RKC Waalwijk) Barry van Galen (AZ Alkmaar) Bob 
Peeters (Roda JC Kerkrade) 


FRENCH FIRST DIVISION 


Metz 2 Olympique Marseille 0, Olympique Lyon 2 
Monaco 1, Paris St Germain 0 Nantes 0, Girondins 
Bordeaux 3 Racing Strasbourg 0, Bastia 4 St Etienne 
0, Racing Lens 2 AJ Auxerre 1, Stade Rennes 3 
Nancy 1, Montpellier 0 Le Havre 0, Troyes 0 Sedan 2. 


P WOL FA Pts 
1. Monaco 25 16 4 5 5122 52 
2.ParisStGermain 25 12 6 7 37 28 42 
3. AJ Auxerre 2 126 7 °30'25 42 
4, Olympique Lyon 25 12 6 7. 32 28 42 
5. Sedan Fa ESD 34" 33) 35) 
6, Girondins Bordeaux 25 9 8 8 37 34 35 
7. Bastia 23 8 107 32 26 34 
8. Metz 2 7 135 3125 34 
9. Stade Rennes fo Jet th WIT Ee ep ent 
10. Racing Lens 25 9 6 10 26 28 33 
11. OlympiqueM. 25 7 11 30 29 32 
12. StBtienne 25 8 6 11 32 38 30 
13. Racing Strasbourg 25 8 6 11 29 39 30 
14, Nancy 25.8 5 12 30 34 29 
15. Nantes 25 8 5 12 26 30 29 
16. Troyes 25 9 2 14 26 42 29 
17. Le Havre 250 7 PN 230378 28 
18, Montpellier Oommen 10 25)s4man 
LEADING SCORERS 


17 - Sonny Anderson (Olympique Lyon) 

16 - Marco Simone, David Trezeguet (both Monaco) 
13 - Christian (Paris St Germain) 

12 - Alex (St Etienne), Lilian Lastandes (Girondins 
Bordeaux) 

11 - Sylvain Wiltord (Bordeaux), Stephane Guivare’h 
(AJ Auxerre), Shabani Nonda (Stade Rennes) 

9 - Tony Cascarino (Nancy), Antoine Sibierski 
(Nantes), Frederic Nee (Bastia) 


BELGIAN FIRST DIVISION 


Anderlecht 1 Club Bruges 1, Harelbeke 5 Lommel 1, 
Eendracht Aalst 2 Sint-Truiden 0, Standard Liege 3 
Verbroedering Geel 0, Genk 1 Charleroi 2, Ghent 2 
Excelsior Mouscron 3, Westerlo 3 Beveren 2, 
Mechelen 4 Lierse 3, Postponed until March 1, 
Germinal Beerschot v Lokeren. 


P WOLFE A Ps 
1. Anderlecht 2146 1 53:23 48 
2. Club Bruges DIP ISS S 5s 242 
3. Standard Liege 22:13:27 4935 41 
4. Genk 2. 11 6 5 47:31 39 
5. Lierse 2 115 6 41 28 38 
6. Excelsior Mouscron 22 11 4 7 46 34 37 
7. Ghent 225121955) 442 37 
8. Germinal Beerschot 21 10 5 6 38 32 35 
9. Westerlo 29 6 7 44 46 33 
“10, Bendracht Aalst 22 9 2 11 41 43 29 
11. Mechelen 22h 2eel ly, 37) 53029: 
12. Lokeren 21:7 °=5 9 37 44 26 
13. Harelbeke 26 4 12 4345 22 
14. Beveren 5 6 11 3247 21 
15. Charleroi 2 5 6 I 2641 21 
16. Sint-Truiden 2 5 4 13 2245 19 
17. Verbroedering 2 2 9 I 1640 16 


Manchester United's Andy Cole tussles with a Coventry defender. Cole scored twice In 


United's 3-2 victory. 

18. Lommel 21 1011 247 13 P WDLF A Pts 
1.Panathinaikos 18 15 2 1 4813 47 
LEADING SCORERS 2. Olympiakos Piraeus 17 15 0 2 48 14 45 
29 Cis aren aaa! en) 3. OFI Iraklion 18 13.3 2 3420 42 
LATS 4.ABK Athens = 18 9 4 5 3422 31 
14 - Jan Koller (Anderlecht) Marcin Zewlakow 5: Iraklis Salonika 17 9 2 6 31 25 29 
(Excelsior Mouscron) 6.Panionios Athens 18 9 1 8 3036 28 
10 - Tomasz Radzinski (Anderlecht) Gert Verheyen 7.PAOK Salonika 18 7 6 5 2923 27 
(Club Bruges) Par Zetterberg (Anderlecht) Sven. Aris Salonika 18 7 5 6 2420 26 
Ni ge a ahaa 9. Paniliakos Pyrgos 18 7 4 7 24 19 25 
ge Loree A ganeten caer = eee) Mare /DeaTyee 10) Xanthi 18 6 6 6 19 21 24 
Meee) 11.Ethnikos A. Athens 18 6 2 10 16 26 20 
12.Jonikos Piraeus 18 3 9 6 1623 18 
PORTUGESE FIRST DIVISION 13.Panahaiki Paras 18 4 5 9 1625 17 
14, Kavala 18 4 4 10 18 31 16 
Uniao Leiria 1 Gil Vicente 1, Salgueiros 1 Rio Ave 1, 15. Kalamata 18 3 5 10 18 38 14 
Benfica 1 Santa Clara 0, Vitoria Guimaraes 1 Estrela 16, Proodeftiki Pireeus 17 3 4 10 10 23 13 
Amadora 0, Maritimo 1 Vitoria Setubal 0, 17. Trikala 18 3 3 12 1335 12 
Campomaiorense 0 Alverca 0, Porto 3 Braga 0, 18. Apollon Ath 172 5 012% WU 

Sporting Lisbon 3 Farense 1, Belenenses 1 Boavista 1. _'8- Apollon Athens 


P WODLFA Ps 
1. Porto 0 145 1 49 47 
2. Sporting Lisbon 20 14 4 2 37:17 46 
3. Benfica ap WES) °3 2773 41 
4, VitoriaGuimaraes 20 11 4 5 33 21 37 
5, Boavista 2 10 4 6 2216 34 
6. Maritimo 209 6 5 2315 33 
7. Belenenses 20 6 104 23:17 2B 
8. Gil Vicente 20° 7 6i978°24 22) 27 
9. EstrelaAmadora 20 6 8 6 21 21 26 
10. Alverca 207 4 9 2227 25 
11. Braga 2G) 3) eily22) 3021 
12, Salgueiros 20 6 3 11 16 26 21 
13, Rio Ave ZN Seoesdl 2203012 
14.Campomaiorense 20 5 5 10 17 27 20 
15, Farense 203 8 9 1537 17 
16. Uniao Leiria 03 8 9 1725 17 
17. Santa Clara 203" afeelO” 21231) 16) 
18, Vitoria Setubal 20 3 4 13 14 35 13 


GREEK FI DIVISION 


AEK Athens 2 PAOK Salonika 0, Trikala 1 
Panathinaikos 3, Aris Salonika 0 Xanthi 1, OFI 
Traklion 3 Kalamata 2, Paniliakos Pyrgos 3 Panionios 
Athens 0, Ionikos Piraeus 0 Panahaiki Patras 0, 
Kavala 2 Bthnikos Astir Athens 0. 


ISRAELIS FIRST DIVISION 


Maccabi Petah Tikva 1 Maccabi Herzliya 0, Ironi 
Rishon Lezion 2 Hapoel Kfar Sava 2, Hapoel Haifa 1 
Bnei Yehuda Tel Aviv 1, Ashdod SC 0 Maccabi 
Haifa 0, Betar Jerusalem 1 Hapoel Petah Tikva 1, 
Maccabi Netanya 2 Hapoel Jerusalem 1, Maccabi Tel 
Aviv v. Hapoel Tel Aviv. 


P WODL FA Ps 
1, Hapoel Tel Aviv 22 17 3 2 53 14 54 
2. Maccabi Haifa 23:16 6 1 5417 54 
3. Hapoel Petah Tikva 23 14 3 6 38 25 45 
4, Hapoel Haifa 23: 119 3 39 20 42 
5.Betar Jerusalem 23 11 8 4 4131 41 
6. Maccabi Petah Tikva22 11 3 8 29 28 36 
7. Ashdod SC 23.7 8 8 3030 29 
8.MaccabiTel Aviv 22 7 5 10 26 22 22 
9. Hapoel KfarSava 23 5 6 12 25 40 21 
10. Ironi Rishon Lezion23 4 9 10 22 43 21 
11.Maccabi Netanya 23 5 5 13 29 46 20 
12, Bnei Yehuda 23.4 8 11 19 38 20 
13, Hapoel Jerusalem 22 4 2 16 18 41 14 
14, Maccabi Herzliya 23 3 5 15 20 48 14 


Note: Maccabi Tel Aviv deducted four points for 
doping violations. 
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WOLLONGONG WOLVES 


NEWCASTLE BREAKERS 
CARLTON SC 


MARCONI STALLIONS 
AUCKLAND KINGZ 
SOUTH MELBOURNE 
ADELAIDE CITY FORCE 
PARRAMATTA POWER 
NORTHERN SPIRIT 
GIPPSLAND FALCONS 


Away 


o 


MELBOURNE KNIGHTS 
CANBERRA COSMOS 


Ea 
o 


SYDNEY UNITED 


ADELAIDE CITY FORCE 
(Vidmar 23, 59, Mori 74, Kemp 76, Pelosi 81, Veart 93) 
BRISBANE STRIKERS 


(Dwyer 30, 42) 


Venue: Hindmarsh Stadium, Crowd: 3,507. Referee: W. Dade- 
Cautions: Pelosi {AC} 20, Vidmar (AC} 23, Battistin (BS) 55, Duyer 
(BS) 57. 
Teams: Adelaide City: Knezevic, Horniik, Tobin Mori, Veart, Sabijak, 
ven Keener lala 83}, Kemp, Costanzo, Hassell (Brain 70), Pelosi. 
risbane Strikers: Bolton, Gwynne. Ditton (Bell 86), Srhoj, Hews, 
Dave (Pilic 88), McLaren, North, Battistin, Grierson, Baldwin (Smeltz 
74) 


AUCKLAND KINGZ 1 
(Vicelich 51) 5 


Venue: North Harbour Stadium Crowd: 3,687 Referee: C. Diomis. 
Cautions: Usliebrka (SU) 24, De Jong (AK) 34. Palapanis (SU) 37, 
Bunce (AK) 59, Bosevski (SU) 78. 

Teams: Auckland Kingz: Utting; Bunce, Van Steeden, Perry, 
Roping Ruter (Riddle), de Jong (Osman), Ngata, Vicelich, Jones, 
Sydney United: Tolios; Jurilj, Arrarte, Jermen (Savoca 68), Moric, 
Pondeljak, Maric, Rastall, Moric, Usliebrka (Bosevski 56), Palapanis. 


MARCONI STALLIONS 


(Maloney 51) 


(Ergic 5) 


Venue: Marconi Stadium. Crowd: 4.597. Referee: M. Shield. 
Cautions: Smith (MS) 16, Care (MS) 23, Harwell (PG) 77. 

Teams: Marconi Stallions: Turribull: Invincible (Zoric 26), M-Babic, 
Farah, Longo, Smith {Renaud 79): Care, Gibson, Maloney: Trajanovski 
(Di Gia 89), Duric. 

Perth Glory: Petkovic: Traykovski, Harwell, Naven Junior, Miller: 
Halpin (Carbone 82}, Ergic, Wehrman: Edwards, Buljan (Afkos 68). 


SYDNEY OLYMPIC 7 
aac 1, 25 & 80, Tome 23, Emerton 74, Arambasic 83 & 
) : 
COSMOS 3 
(Burt 10, De Jesus 43, 57} 
brie Stilt rato Referee: E. Lennie. 


) 
Cosmos: Konstaritinou, But Polak, Winnie, Arranz, 
Hamilton, James (Purdue 76), Prenzoski (Watkins 59), Hooker, Roberts, 
De Jesus. 
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(Petinich 2, Seal 73) 


(Curcija 47, Goutzoulis 92) 

Venue: North Syciney Oval. Crowd: 7,205. Referee: S Micallef. 
Cautions; Trimboli (SM) 17, losifidis (SM) 28, Slater (NS} 45, Seal (NS} 
46, Blatsis (SM) 65. Viahos (SM) 82, Curcija (SM) 83. 

Red Card: losifidis (SM} 30. 

Teams: Northern Spirit: Perosh, Bingley (Cranney 59), Bilokapic, 
Radan, Casserley, Sobezyk, Langdon, Cunico (Catanzaro 59), Slater. 
Seal (Snyder 76), Perinich, 

South Melbourne: Jones, losifidis, De Amicis (Liparoti 73), Orlic, 
Blatsis, Panopoulos, Trimboli (Coveny 69), Curcija, Anastasiadis (Tsekinis 
60), Goutzoulis, Viahos. 


GIPPSLAND FALCONS 
(Puca.65) 


CARLTON SC 


(McPherson 31, Moreira 41 ) 


' Venue: Mobi! Park. Crowd: 2,954. Referee: G. Connolly: 


Cautions: Fak (GF) 83. 
Teams; Gippsland Falcons: Jevdjevic, Fak, Gotis, Durakovic, 
Macnicol (Kakos 66), Vargas, Bell, Puca (Robertson 83), Hutchinson, 
Mandic Heode Covese 71). 

SC: Anastasiadis, McPherson, Deans, Marth, Slater, Atkinson, 
raisay pera 80), Lapsanski, Thompson, Anthopoulos, Kennedy 
(Conroy 


KNIGHTS 


MELBOURNE 
(Kelic 48%, Vukadin 58) 
A POWER 


OF THE YEAR 


(PROGRESSIVE POINTS) 
TURN TO PAGE 14 


(Griffiths 37) 


pisces a Crowd: 3358. Referee: M. Breeze. 
Cautions: nil 

Red card: Vukadin ( MK) 73, Ardone (PP) 80. 

Teams: Melbourne Knights: John, Rajher (Reda 48), Kovacevic, 
Vukadin, Silic (Urlovic 85), Nastevsii, Kelic, Vargas (Banini 20), Susa, 
Kiratzoglou, Cervinski. 

Parramatta Power: Gibson, Barrett, Santalab, Plesa (Eagleton 88}, 
Vrkic, Bums, Ardone, Sterjovski, Griffiths (Angelucci 66), Lavbutt, 
Bennett. 


(Chipperfield 7) 
NEW! 
(Buonavoglia 60, Owens 86) 


Venue: Brandon Park Crowd: 4,438. Referee: B Hugo. 
Cautions: Horsely (WW) 36, bel Dba cee Sprod (NB) 54. 


ae fh, Young ai caihonett Perea 


‘Cervinski (Harlock 88), Flo 
{Lahanas 84), Huxley (Spencer 70). 

Newcastle Breakers: Catlin, Pryce; Roberts (Owens 56), McManus, 
Pesigrwe Tanchevsii (Dedd 73}, Buonavoalia, Wieczorek, 
Trpcevski (Smith 70), Moore. 


